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Introduction:- 
Bokaro is a district of Jharkhand state of India. The literal meaning of Jharkhand is “The region of forest and 

shrubs”. As this area was under dense forest cover with high biodiversity, it attracted a number of workers of 

different part of the world for the study of flora and fauna. Till date more than 1000 angiospermic plant have been 

reported from Jharkhand. Flora of Jharkhand has been studied time and again. 

 

The first collection and studies of plants of Jharkhand can be traced back to the year 1848-1851 when J.D. Hooker 

and T. Thomson collected a large number of plants from different parts of India. The outcome of their work was 

published as “Flora  indica”(1855) which was later elaborated and revised in the name of  “The flora of  British 

India”(1972-1897) in seven volumes by J.D. Hooker. Thompson(1951), Bressers (1955), Sanyal(1957), Ara(1960), 

Jha(1965), Paul(1967), Ghosh(1971), Majumdar and  Biswas(1971), Mehr  Homji(1971), Mishra(1972), Jain(1973), 

Verma(1988), Das(1996), Srivastava(2002), Ray (2007) have also contributed towards different aspects of flora of  

Jharkhand. Bentham & Hooker(1862-1883) system of plant classification has been followed as regard the sequence 

of families. However, at place Hutchinson(1968) and cornquist classification have been followed  for further  

splitting up of the families. In accordance with the classification of Botanical regions of India(Puri 1960), the area 

investigated comes under the tropical moist deciduous forest type.  In two year of survey I have identified some 

Ficus trees of Bokaro District: 
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Ficus krishnae:- 

A medium sized tree with folded leaves joined at the base which appear like containers of ice- cream ( kulphis ) . 

Field notes : It is grow in public parks and gardens. The legend is that krishna used to store butter in the leaves. 

Local name: Makban katori  
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Ficus bengalensis Linn:- 

A large, evergreen trees extending laterally by sending down aerial roots from the branches. Bark grey. Leaves 

entire, glabrous and shining above, minutely pubescent beneath, young leaves reddish. Hypanthodium, sessile, 

germinate, axillary, globose. 

 

Field notes:- One of the largest trees found in the district. The foliage is a good fodder for goats and elephants. 

Local name:- Bar,  Bargad. 

Flowers and fruits:- April-July  and again Nov to Feb 
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Ficus religiosa Linn:- 

Large tree, usually epiphytic when young. Bark grey and smooth when young, rough and darker when old. Branches 

without aerial roots. Leaves entire, glabrous. Stipules caducous, enclosing the bud. Hypanthodium sessile paired, 

dark purple and fleshy when ripe. 

 

Field notes:- 

Young plants usually grow on old building or on other trees. The leaves, bark and fruits are used medicinally. The 

branches and leaves, a good fodder for elephants and goats. The ripe hypanthodium are eaten by children. 

Local name: Pipal 

Flowers and Fruits: April - September  
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Ficus benzamina:- 

It is large evergreen tree reaching 28 metres. Leaves glossy, simple alternate, glabrous, and acuminate. Stems have 

milky sap. Fruits are small, oval. 

 

Field notes: 

It is grow around road side, park and garden. It is shade provided tree. Fruits are eat by birds. It is edible. Bark of the 

root is used for medicine. The wood is low quality. 

Local name: Weeping fig 
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Ficus virens:- 

Deciduous trees, often epiphytic in early life and often sending down a few aerial roots from the old trunk or 

branches. Bark grey smooth.  Leaves glabrous, young leaves red. Hypanthodia sessile, axillary, smooth, when ripe 

white flushed with red. 

 

Field notes: A fast growing tree planted along roadsides spontaneous elsewhere. The plant renews leaves in Feb.-

march. The young shoots are eaten in curries and as pickles. The tree is much lopped to supply fodder for cattle. 

 

Local name:- Pakar 

Flowers and Fruits:- May- July  
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Ficus macrophylla;- 

A handsome low spreading tree with very large broadly elliptic- ovate leaves. Bark is dark brown. Flower brown 

colour. 

 

Field notes:- It is commonly found in Nehru park of Bokaro. The fruit is eaten. Leaves said to be good fodder. 

Local name:- Gara- sosokera. 

Flowers:- May – June. 

 

Material And Method:- 
The present work is an outcome of one year floristic studies of Bokaro district conducted during different seasons of 

the year. The work is confined to the dicotyledones trees. Various excursion trip were arranged. In course of the 

field trip, on-the-spot notes were entered in the field note books as suggested by Davis and Hey wood(1963). The 

data recorded include field number, locality, habit, habitats, associations and frequency(By visual estimation) as 

well as colour of flowers and fruits, scent, local name and uses, character of bark and other features which could not 

be studied from the preserved specimens. On return from excursion all the collection were carefully checked poison 

in saturated solution of mercuric chloride in rectified spirit and pressed subsequently. Efforts were made to identify 

the plants from fresh materials with the help of different floras. Those which could not be identified were preserved 

for future study. 

 

Result and Discussion:- 
Collection of specimens i.e. flower from large trees is a different work.  During the last few centuries destruction of 

plants has been made due to several causes. Hence, conservation of what remain in the flora assume great 

importance and top priority. One cannot conserve what he does not know.  Keeping this dictum in mind, in order to 

conserve we should know what we have today and what need to be protected. Therefore the present work aim at this 

object.  Bentham & Hooker(1862-1883) system of plant classification has been followed as regard the sequence of 
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families. In accordance with the classification of Botanical regions of India(Puri 1960),the area investigated comes 

under the tropical moist deciduous forest type. 
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