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In modern era, the use of plastic product in different sector of industry
is increasing day by day. The extensive use of plastic- a synthetic
organic polymer derived from natural fossil fuel and persists in the
nature for a very long time due to the lack of degradability, engenders
negative impact on environment. Their disperse disposal in land and
water arouses threats for human, wildlife and aqua life. Pervasive
researches have been carried out on plastic degradation to find solution
to overcome these environmental hazards allied with plastic waste.
Biodegradation emerges as one of the promising solution to manage the
plastic waste which could not be recycled. In biodegradation process
microorganism and their enzymes are applied to degrade the synthetic
and bio-based plastics. This review encompasses the current progress
on biodegradation of various plastic polymers by microorganisms and
analytical technique to determine the extent of degradation.
Copy Right, IJAR, 2020,. All rights reserved.
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Introduction:Plastics an indispensable part of modern world, are manmade synthetic polymer derived from natural fossil fuel
(Scott, 1999). Gradually, the durability and stability of plastic materials have been amended to make it more
moldable, strong and lightweight (Rivard et al., 1995). The word ‘Plastic’ originated from ‘Plastikos’ a Greek word,
which means ‘able to be molded into different shapes’. Plastics are organic polymers of carbon, silicon, oxygen,
chloride, hydrogen and nitrogen, derived from petrochemical compounds, natural gas, oil and coal (Seymour, 1989).
During the last three decades, use of plastic spreads from packaging industry to clothing, shelter, construction,
transportation, washing, food, medical and pharmaceutical industries. Because of their durability, stability and
resistance to environmental impact properties, they have substituted the paper and cellulose-based products.
Polyethylene (PE), polystyrene (PS), polypropylene (PP), polyvinyl chloride (PVC), polyurethane (PUR),
Polycaprolactone (PCL) and Polyhydroxyalkanoates (PHAs) are the most utilized form of plastic polymers.
At present, 348 million tons synthetic plastics are produced globally per year, and significant amounts are disposed
in the environment as waste products (Statista, 2019). Approximately 57 million tons of plastic waste are produced
annually over the world. Plastic debris are disposed by landfilling, incineration, into marine water and recycling.
Due to their buoyancy and long term persistence nature they impose severe hazards in marine ecosystem.
The upsurge in the manufacture and deficiency of biodegradability of synthetic polymers, cause the environmental
pollution and bioaccumulation, which could last for centuries (Albertsson et al., 1987). Improper disposal of plastic
Corresponding Author:- Shaila Siddiqua
Address:- Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering Discipline, Khulna University, Khulna, Bangladesh.

42

ISSN: 2320-5407

Int. J. Adv. Res. 8(08), 42-54

materials generates deleterious effects human, wildlife and marine life. The incineration of plastics releases
persistent organic pollutants (POPs) such as dioxins and furans (Jayasekara et al., 2005).
These problems upraised scientific concern to find new polymers (blend with starch and additives) or degrading
mechanism (environmental erosion, photodegradation, thermal degradation and biodegradation) (Kawai, 1995).
During 1980′s, scientists started to search for technique through which plastics could be modified, to make them
vulnerable to microbial attack. Biodegradation of plastics open the new era of plastic waste management (Witt et al.,
1997).
Biodegradation is a phenomenon of breakdown of organic compounds by microorganism, where microbes utilizes
the organic material as carbon and nutrient source by aerobic or anaerobic process (Nayak and Tiwari, 2011).
Recently, several microorganisms are reported which are able to decompose some synthetic and most of the bio
polymers.
A number of biodegradable plastic polymers have been acquainted into the market during the last decades, though,
they are inefficiently biodegradable in landfills. As a result, none of the merchandises has gained extensive use. To
solve these problems it is necessary to develop more compatible products and efficient microorganisms for efficient
biodegradation in landfills. In this paper recent researches on synthetic and bio-based plastic polymers are reviewed.
Status of global plastic consumption and pollution:Global production of plastics and various polymer materials are growing day by day. Around 25% of the total plastic
material production comes from China, 19.4% are produced by NAFTA countries i.e. USA, Canada and Mexico,
European and Scandinavian countries produced around 20%, 16.4% comes from other Asian countries i.e. South
Korea, India, Thailand etc., and japan 4.4%. Approximately 60,000 plastic factories are running in the Europe,
where 1.45 million people are active worker in these factories, and their annual turnover is roughly 320 billion Euro.
25.2 million tons of plastics waste are produced the European Union in the past decade. Now a days, in the
developed countries average use of plastic per person in each year is 100 kg, which comes in the form
pharmaceuticals, household merchandises and diverse packaging material (Athanasios, 2016).
Approximately 1.7–1.9 billion metric tons/annum (BMTPA) wastes are produced globally, which will reach up to
27 BMTPA within the year 2050. Among which Asia alone will contribute one third of these waste (Modak et al.,
2010). Almost 5% of municipal solid wastes are made of plastic which intensifies the environmental pollution
(Sharmin et al., 2016). 15% of these waste plastics are used in landfilling (Modak et al., 2010; Ramos and Vicentini,
2012).
Plastic consumption is gradually increasing in Asian countries for several years, and consequently generating large
amount of plastic debris. Plastic material market in Bangladesh is growing larger day by day. In Bangladesh, 1% of
the national GDP comes from plastic industry. Near about three thousand Small Medium Enterprises (SMEs) are
involved in plastic material production and around 2 million people works in these industry (Islam, 2011). In 20132014 financial year Bangladesh earned approximately 340 million USD from exporting plastic products. From a
research it was found that plastic consumption per capita rises from 2.07 kg to 3.5 kg during the year 2005 -2014.
With the growing plastic industry Bangladesh now faces the problems of huge amount of plastic waste. In
accordance to the Earth Day Network (2018) report Bangladesh ranked 10 th among the 20 plastic polluting country
around the world. Plastic waste contributes 8% of the total waste in the country, among which 200,000 tones dispose
in the ocean and river (Mehnaz and Aditi, 2020). Plastic consumption per capita in different countries is shown in
the figure.
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Fig. 1:- Per capita plastic consumption of various countries (Mourshed M et al., 2017).
Hazards of plastic wastes:Though the plastic provides countless benefit in today’s civilization, but people become more concern against the
use of plastic, because the plastic pollution reaches at an alarming state.
Groundwater environment affected by the harmful toxins released from chlorinated plastic. Different harmful gases
are produced upon the burning or heating of plastic causes the air pollution. Methane gas which known as one of the
potent greenhouse gas are released by plastic burning process causes global warming. Ocean became a dangerous
place for its inhabitant due to the huge amount of plastic garbage dumping every year. Marine mammals and large
fishes entangles in disposed fishing gadget or died via consumption of these plastic. More than 260 species
including mammals, fish, invertebrates, turtles, and seabirds faces difficulties in movement and feeding, slashes,
reduced reproductivity and death as a result of plastic pollution (Richard et al., 2009)
Plastic bags negative effects on environment are devastating, even though their nature is light and fragile. From the
first step as raw material extraction to the manufacture, transportation and disposal of plastic bags creates vast
extents of pollution, which are one of the major causes of death in wildlife and marine animal (Hafiz et al., 2017).
Moreover, a chemical agent phthalate used in various product such as inks, detergents, pharmaceuticals, toys and
personal take care products are responsible for different cancers, hormonal abnormality, weakened immunity and
infertility (Tokiwa et al., 2009). Bioaccumulation of few toxic compound which are released during the Photodegradation of plastic, harms nervous system and different organs of human and animals.
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Fig. 2:- Plastic debris accumulated in seashore.
Types of plastics:On the basis of permanence of physical form plastics are divided into two major classes: thermoplastics and
thermosets. Polymer such as polyethylene, polypropylene and polystyrene, which can be molded again and again
when they are heated is called thermoplastics. Whereas thermosets cannot be remolded after reheating. During the
initial heating thermosetting polymers endures a chemical changes which result in an insoluble and infusible
network of permanent solid product.
Depending on the degradation properties plastics are divided into two categories: non-biodegradable and
biodegradable plastic. Non-biodegradable plastics are made from petrochemical products and referred as synthetic
plastics. Chemical agent or heat are usually used for degradation of non-biodegradable products, which result in the
formation of thousands of miniature particle of original plastics, and remain in the environment for a very long time.
In contrast, biodegradable plastics also known as bio-based polymers are relatively low molecular weight polymer
derived from starch or cellulose, can be degraded broken down with the application of enzymes, ultraviolet (UV) ray
or changes in pH (Ghosh et al., 2013; Imre and Pukánszky, 2013)
Bio-based polymers are generally divided into three groups: 1st class (naturally derived biomass polymers), 2nd
class (bio-engineered polymers) and 3rd class (synthetic biopolymers). In naturally derived biomass polymers, direct
biomass or chemically modified such as starch, cellulose, cellulose acetate, etc. are used as polymeric material.
Polymers which are bio-synthesized by microorganisms and plants for example polyhydroxy alkanoates (PHAs) are
known as bio-engineered polymers. Polylactide (PLA) which are usually derived from plants called as synthetic
biopolymers (Kimura, 2009; Hajime et al., 2017).
Table 1:- Application of synthetic and bio-based plastics (Koutny et al., 2006; Zheng and Yanful, 2005; Babul et al.,
2013).
Type of plastic
Structure
Application
Synthetic plastics
Polyethylene
Homo-polymer
Food packaging film, bags, water and milk bottles,
irrigation and drainage pipes
Polypropylene
Homo-polymer
Drinking straws, disposable syringes, medicine bottles,
bottle caps, carpets, fabric material
Polystyrene
Homo-polymer
Packaging materials, disposable cups, pharmaceutical
and cosmetics
45

ISSN: 2320-5407

Int. J. Adv. Res. 8(08), 42-54

Polyvinyl chloride

Homo-polymer

Nylon

Homo-polymer

Polyurethane

Homo-polymer

Polycarbonate

Homo-polymer

Polyethylene terephthalate

Homo-polymer

Bio-based plastics
Polyhydroxybutyrate
(PHB)
Polycaprolactone
(PCL)
Poly (3-hydroxyvalerate)
(PHV)
Poly (hydroxybutyrate-cohydroxyvalerate)
(PHBV)

Homo-polymer

Raincoats, automobile seat covers, shoe soles, bottles, ,
pipes, visors
Apparel, ropes, carpets, conveyor, tyres, parachute,
gears and bearings
Refrigerator insulation, life jackets, foams, furniture
cushioning, tyres
Automobiles, heat-resistant coating, safety visors, lens
in glasses
Food wrappers, textile fibers, bottles, packaging
applications, pipes

Homo-polymer

Drug delivery, bottles, disposable nappies, wrapping
film, bags
Agriculture,food packaging, drug delivery, tissue
engineering
Industrial application, drug delivery

Co-polymer

Paper coatings, drug delivery

Homo-polymer

Diversity of plastic degradation:New technologies are producing for the improvement of processing of biopolymers, such as use of different additive
during their construction facilitates adequate degradation of plastics. Additives affect the UV-absorbing capacities
and thermal sensitivity of plastics, plays a substantial role during photo-degradation. Thermal and chemical sensitive
plastics breakdown into simpler form, which is easily degraded by microorganism. For example, Nodax is a
promising polyhydroxyalkanoate (PHA) polyesters have the bio-based biodegradable properties (Kumar et al., 2011;
Augusta et al., 1993).
In the environs, polymers became more fragile and turns into smaller pieces by oxidative properties of the
atmosphere, hydrolytic properties of seawater, and sunlight radiation (UV) (Moore, 2008). Synthetic polymers are
degraded by the photo-oxidative process, thermo-oxidative process, photolytic reactions and ultraviolet (UV)
radiation (Singh and Sharma, 2008). Although after these types of degradation, plastic remains in the environment in
the form of smaller particle for a long time. Biodegradable materials are using for the better degradation of plastic
products. Plant and animal originated materials are more susceptible towards microbial degradation (Schink et al.,
1992). Production of bio-based materials is necessary to maintain our environment’s sustainability and greenhouse
gas emissions. Manufacturing of bio-based materials decreases the amount of dumped polymer waste.

Fig. 3:- Different types of polymer degradation.
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Living microorganisms are also involved in the degradation of plastic material. Fungal degradation required aerobic
condition, whereas bacterial degradation can performs in both aerobic and anaerobic condition. The anaerobic
microbial degradation produces greenhouse gas (methane gas) resulting in global warming (Kumar et al., 2011).
Breakdown of plastic polymers depends on its chemical structure. Starch or flax fiber made polymers shows more
biodegradability in comparison to the synthetic polymers. Hydrolytic enzymes reduce the weight of polymer matrix.
Petroleum-based polymers (polyolefin) are usually degraded by photo-degradation, some microorganism also
involved in the decomposition of petroleum-based polymers (Kumar et al., 2011; Sen and Raut, 2015).
Biodegradation of plastics:Degradation of plastic polymer is a process which alters the color, structure and strength of polymeric material
beneath the controlled conditions. Primary breakdown (aging) of polymers initiated with the disruption of chain
length, degradation rate is enhanced by several factors such as chemicals, temperature and sun light. The change in
polymeric properties is termed as aging, applied in the polymer recycling process to reduce the pollution load
(Kumar et al., 2011; Bhardwaj et al., 2012a). Though the recycling process is continuously developing, but the rate
of recycling of plastic material is very low because of their conventional manufacturing process (Song et al., 1998).
Thermoplastic could be easily recycled in comparison to the thermoset plastics (Moore, 2008).
Researchers are searching for the more convenient technique of degradation of plastics. For the previous three
decades researches are focused on the biodegradation of plastic material. Biodegradation is the transformation or
alteration of the structure and properties of different compounds by biological agents through the enzymatic or
metabolic action (Aneta et al., 2018). Biodegradation opens the possibility of waste management in a more ecofriendly manner.
Biodegradation of plastics takes place under different condition, as the responsible microbes for the particular
degradation process have different optimal growth conditions. The list of different microorganisms degrading
different groups of plastics is given in Table 2.
Table 2:- Microorganisms involved in biodegradation of plastics (Shah et al., 2008; Grover et al., 2015, Bhardwaj et
al., 2012).
Type of plastic
Microorganisms involved in biodegradation
Polyethylene
Bacillus brevis, B. circulans, B. amyloliquefaciens, B. circulans, B. thuringiensis,
B. mycoides, Brevibacillus borstelensis, Rhodococcus rubber, R. rhodochrous, R.
erythropolis, Pseudomonas fluorescens, P. aeruginosa, Staphylococcus xylosus,
S. cohnii, Streptomyces Setonii, S. badius, Arthrobacter paraffineus,
Microbacterium paraoxydans, Phanerochaete chrysosporium , Aspergillus flavus,
A. niger, Penicillium pinophilum, P. simplicissimum
Polyesters
Aspergillus niger, A. flavus, Mesorhizobium sp., Pseudomonas sp.
Xanthomonadaceae sp.
Polyurethane
Aureobasidium pullulans, Trichoderma sp., Cladosporium sp., Comamonas
acidovorans TB-35, Fusarium solani , Pseudomonas chlororaphis, Curvularia
senegalensis
Polyvinyl chloride
Aspergillus niger, Pseudomonas putida AJ,P. fluorescens B-22, Ochrobactrum
TD
Poly(3-hydroxybutyrate)
Pseudomonas lemoignei, Aspergillus fumigatus, Alcaligenes faecalis, Penicillium
spp.
Polycaprolactone
Aspergillus flavus, Clostridium botulinum, Fusarium solani, Bacillus brevis
Poly(3-hydroxybutyrate-co-3Streptomyces sp., Clostridium acetobutylicum, C. botulinum
hydroxyvalerate)
Aerobic and Anaerobic biodegradation:
Biodegradation of plastic depends on the chemical and physical characteristics of the polymer. Efficacy of
biodegradation by microorganisms relies on the crystallinity and molecular weight of the polymer. Polymer
degrading enzymes are allocated into two major groups: extracellular depolymerase (exoenzymes) and intracellular
depolymerase (endoenzymes) (Gu, 2003). Exoenzymes are involved in the decomposition of complex polymers into
simpler units of monomers and dimers. These monomers and dimers are then utilized by microorganism as carbon
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and energy sources. Carbon di oxide (CO2), water (H2O) and methane (CH4) gas etc. are produced from polymer
degradation process.
In aerobic situation, aerobic microorganism use oxygen (O2) as an electron acceptor, polymers are converted into
monomeric compounds, CO2, H2O and cellular biomass. (Ahmed et al., 2018)
CPlastic + O2

CO2 + H2O + CResidual+ Biomass

Under the anaerobic situation, anaerobic microbes uses iron, nitrate, manganese and sulfate as electron acceptors,
and produces smaller compounds, organic acids, CO2, CH4 and H2O. (Albertsson et al., 1987)
CPlastic

CH4 + CO2 + H2O + CResidual + Biomass

Mechanism of Biodegradation of plastic:
Biodegradation of plastic polymer is accomplished by the microbial metabolic and enzymatic activities. Degradation
of polymers are completed by the consecutive steps: bio-deterioration (is the alteration of physical and chemical
properties of the polymer), bio-fragmentation (breakdown of polymer into simpler form by enzymatic cleavage),
assimilation (utilization of monomeric molecules by microorganisms) and mineralization (formation of oxidized
metabolites (CO2, CH4 and H2O) at the end of degradation), presented in the figure 4 (Singh and Sharma, 2008).
Several microbes are able to degrade the polyurethane and polyesters at a slow rate (Dey et al., 2012; Schink et al.,
1992). On the other hand cellulose or starch based plastic polymers are easily degraded by the microbes, solve the
problems of waste management. Synthetic polymers could be degraded by some microbes, but the raw materials
needed to be treated with additives (Leja and Lewandowicz, 2010; Kumar et al., 2011).

Fig. 4:- Mechanism of biodegradation of plastic (Shweta et al., 2020).
Analytical techniques to determine the extent of degradation:The extent and nature of polymer biodegradation can be determined by several analytical techniques. These
techniques are applied to evaluate the physical, chemical and mechanical properties of polymer before and after
degradation, these comparison helps to understand the extent and mechanism of polymer degradation.
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Analytical techniques used to determine the extent of biodegradation are visual observations, molar mass and
mechanical properties, weight loss measurements, carbon dioxide evolution and/or oxygen consumption, clear-zone
formation, radiolabeling, and controlled compost test (Shah et al., 2008).The testing method must follow a clear
protocol.
Visual observations:
Though the visual observation is not the direct proof of occurrence of biodegradation, visible changes such as
defragmentation or changes in color of polymer may indicate the initiation of degradation. Further sophisticated
observation could be made by using atomic force microscopy (AFM) and scanning electron microscopy (SEM)
(Ikada, 1999). Some other techniques such as Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR), nuclear magnetic
resonance spectroscopy (NMR), differential scanning colorimetry (DSC), X-ray Diffraction (XRD), X-ray
photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS), etc. are also used to measure the biodegradability of polymer.
Weight loss measurements:
The reduction in residual polymer could be measured by an extraction technique or adequate separation technique.
Various procedures such as High Performance Liquid Chromatography (HPLC), Thin Layer Chromatography
(TLC), and Gas Chromatography-Mass Spectrometry (GC-MS) are used to determine the weight loss of polymeric
materials.
Changes in molar mass and mechanical properties:
Tensile strength which are sensitive to fluctuations of the molar mass of polymers, often taken as a direct indicator
of degradation (Erlandsson et al., 1997). Whereas, properties such as enzyme-induced depolymerization changes
with the substantial loss of mass polymer occurs. For abiotic degradation methods the mechanical properties may
change significantly, though nearly no loss of mass occur at this phase due to solubilization of intermediates
(Breslin, 1993; Tsuji and Suzuyoshi, 2002).
Carbon dioxide evolution and/or oxygen consumption:
In aerobic condition, microorganism consumes oxygen to metabolize carbon and releases carbon di oxide as
metabolic product. Thus, Respirometric test (to calculate the amount of oxygen consumption) and Sturm test (to
calculate the amount of carbon di oxide formation) are used in laboratory to measure the extent of biodegradation
(Hoffmann et al., 1997).
Clear-zone formation:
Clear-zone test is a semi-quantitative method, in which fine particle of polymer is dispersed in the synthetic medium
agar; as a results the agar become opaque in appearance. Following the inoculation with microbes, a clear halo
formation around the colony shows that the organisms are capable to depolymerize the polymer (Nishida and
Tokiwa, 1993).
Radiolabeling:
14C labelled polymer material makes their interpretations and the measurements relatively straightforward.
Materials containing a randomly distributed 14C marker can be exposed to selected microbial environments. The
quantity of 14C carbon dioxide formed is estimated via a scintillation counter (Sharabi and Bartha, 1993). However,
this process is expensive and the waste disposal difficulties associated with radioactive work is a major drawback.
Controlled composting test:
In the controlled composting test net CO2 evolution is determined, i.e. CO2 evolved from polymer compost minus
CO2 evolved from unamend compost (Bellia et al., 1999).
Factors affecting plastic biodegradation:Different factors such as polymer characteristics nature of pretreatment and the type of microorganism affect the rate
of degradation of polymers. Polymer characteristics include the mobility, crystallinity, molecular weight, tacticity,
the type of substituents and functional groups present in the structure, and additives added in the polymer (Artham
and Doble, 2008). Pretreatment with chemicals or application of physical forces, freezing and thawing, wetting and
drying or heating and cooling cause the mechanical breakdown of plastics into small pieces.
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Following factors fundamentally affects the biodegradation process of plastic polymer (Swift G, 1993; Mohan
and Srivastava, 2010):
1. The presence of functional groups which increase hydrophobicity thus reduce the degradation rate.
2. Lower density and molecular weight polymer degraded faster than higher.
3. Polymer morphology such as amorphous regions degrades faster than the crystalline region.
4. Linear or branching structure of polymer chain affect the decomposition process.
5. Occurrence of easily breakable bonds (ester or amide bonds).
6. Molecular composition.
7. The physical form (e.g., films, fibers, pellets or powder) of the polymer.
8. Hard polymer degrades slower than soft one.
9. Abiotic factor such as temperature, moisture and pH of the biodegradation process.
Biodegradation of various synthetic and bio-based plastics:Polyethylene:
The most consumed form of polymer is polyethylene (PE), which is highly hydrophobic, high molecular weight and
synthetic in nature. High molecular weight and hydrophobic nature makes the polyethylene resilient to
biodegradation, disposal of such materials creates environmental problems. To make the PE available to
biodegradation it is necessary to change the mechanical properties, molecular weight and crystallinity, that are
responsible for degradation (Albertsson et al., 1994). Thus, to increase the effectiveness several chemical and
physical treatment such as thermal treatment, UV irradiation, photo-oxidation, and oxidation with nitric acid are
applied prior to biodegradation. Thermal treatment and UV irradiation decreases the strength of carbonyls and
hydroxyls groups by altering their structure (Feuilloley et al., 2005; Li, 2000). Hydrophilicity of PE is increased by
photo-oxidation process (Hadad et al., 2005). Biodegradation of PE by Pseudomonas sp. is accelerated when treated
with 0.5 M nitric acid (Nwachkwu et al., 2010).
Gordonia and Nocardia genera are used in the biodegradation process (Bonhomme et al., 2003). Some other genera
such as Pseudomonas, Bacillus, Lysinibacillus, Bravibacillus, Streptococcus, Staphylococcus, Rhodococcus,
Micrococcus, Diplococcus, Streptomyces, Serratia, Moraxella, Listeria, Proteus, Vibrio, Penicillium, Aspergillus,
Chaetomium, Gliocladium and Phanerochaete are reported for polyethylene degradation (Grover et al., 2015;
Koutny et al., 2006; Restrepo- Flórez et al., 2014).
Microorganisms utilize polyethylene as carbon source by microorganisms. Polyethylene biodegradation takes place
by two mechanisms, first one is hydro-biodegradation and the second one is oxo-biodegradation (Bonhomme et al.,
2003). Starch and pro-oxidant additives are used respectively in these two mechanism of PE biodegradation. In
hydro-biodegradation mechanism the starch blend polyethylene is catalyzed via amylase enzymes. The continuous
starch phase makes the polyethylene hydrophilic, as a result microorganisms can effortlessly access and attack this
part. Alternatively, in case of oxo-biodegradation process, chemical degradation occur preceded by photodegradation.
In 1998 EI-Shafei et al. discovered that some fungi and Streptomyces had the ability to degrade the polyethylene
containing 6% starch. He isolated two types of fungi Mucor rouxii NRRL 1835, eight different strains of
Streptomyces and Aspergillus flavus, which have the ability of polyethylene biodegradation.
Polyesters:
Polyhydroxyalkanoates (PHA) bio-polymer and some synthetic polymer could be decomposed by biodegradation
process. The ester linkage of polyesters are breakdown by esterase enzymes found in microorganism (Shimao,
2001). Environmental condition and types of polyester affect the rate of biodegradation.
Aliphatic polyesters such as Polycaprolactone (PCL), Polyglycolide (PGA) and Polylactic Acid (PLA) are prone to
microbial degradation, in aqueous solution ester bonds breaks down, and releases carboxylic acid and hydroxyl
containing monomers (Sathiskumar and Madras, 2011). Medium length monomer units as compared to smaller or in
comparison to the longer and smaller monomers, medium length monomers are rapidly mineralized by Aspergillus
niger, Aspergillus flavus and Pseudomonas sp. (Chandra and Rustgi, 1998).
PCL polyester breaks down into smaller fragment after submerging in the deep sea for twelve months (Sekiguchi et
al., 2011). Sekiguchi et al. (2011) stated five bacterial species from the Pseudomonas, Tenacibaculum and
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Alcanivorax genus for PCL degradation. Xanthomonadaceae and Mesorhizobium sp. bacteria have the ability to
degrade PLA polyesters.
Polylcaprolactone:
Polycaprolactone (PCL) is a semicrystalline polyester, extensively used in the medical arena as an elastic
biomaterial. Degradation rate depends on the molecular weight of PCL (Woodruff and Hutmacher, 2010; Gajanand
et al., 2014). Aliphatic ester linkages in PCL is prone to hydrolytic degradation, but the biodegradation process takes
immense time to complete (Gajanand et al., 2014). The enzymatic degradation potential is affected by PCL
structural arrangements.
Degradation of PCL is achieved by esterases and lipases enzymes. Lipase produced by R. delemar exhibit slow
degradation rate. R. arrizus, Penicillium sp., Achromobacter sp. and Candida cylindracea also reported for
degradation of PCL (Tokiwa et al., 2009). Bacterial depolymerases also degrade synthetic polylcaprolactone
(Nishida and Tokiwa, 1993). Degradation rate PCLs increases when blended with 5% sebacic acid (Salgado et al.,
2011; Tokiwa et al., 2009).
Polyvinyl chloride:
Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) is one of the strong plastic that repels abrasion and chemicals. Generally PVC is used in
the manufacture of pipes and fittings, floor coverings, electrical wire insulation and synthetic leather goods. It is also
used to make rigid pipes, shoe soles and garden hoses. Many photo and thermal degradation of PVC had been
reported, but few reports are found on biodegradation of PVC (Braun and Bazdadea, 1986; Owen, 1984). Bacillus
flexus and Pseudomonas citronellolis can slowly biodegrade PVC polymer (Giacomucci et al., 2019).
Polyhydroxyalkanoates:
Polyhydroxyalkanoates (PHAs) are bacterial- originated polymers known as bio-polymer. Alcaligenes eutrophus
and Azotobactervinelandii produces 3-hydroxybutyrate (PHB) used in several medical devices. The bio-acceptance
of polyhydroxybutyrate in patients is the reason for their use in pharmaceutical practices (Leja and Lewandowicz,
2010). Polyhydroxybutyrate (PHB) is a kind of polyester and extreme crystalline (>50%) in nature, although melting
point of PHB is high than polyesters. Decomposition of PHA is resulted from microbiological mineralization and
produces CO2 and H2O (Bonartsev et al., 2007; Leja and Lewandowicz, 2010). Bacterial-originated depolymerases
breaks down the PHA polymer.
Polyurethane:
Polyurethane (PUR) is commonly used in the production of construction materials, furniture, fibers, coating and
paints. The condensation of polyisocyanate and polyol creates intramolecular urethane bonds (–NHCOO–, carbonate
ester bond), resulted in the formation of PUR. These urethane bond in PUR is vulnerable to microbial attack
(Sauders and Frisch, 1964).
PUR degradation occurs in three methods have been identified in literature: bacterial biodegradation, fungal
biodegradation and decomposition by polyurethanase enzymes (Howard, 2002). Soil fungi such as Fusarium solani,
Aureobasidium pullulans, Curvularia senegalensis and Cladosporium sp. can degrade the ester-based polyurethane.
Comamonas acidovorans consume PUR as a sole source of carbon and nitrogen (Nakajima-Kambe et al., 1999;
Akutsu et al., 1998).

Conclusion:Plastics become compulsory materials in our everyday life, as a result plastic wastes are increasing gradually with
the increased use of plastic products. The synthetic nature, durability and stability of plastic makes it difficult to
degrade naturally, thus long persistency in ecosystem creates harmful effect on environment. Different aerobic and
anaerobic microorganisms present in the soil and water have minimal capability to degrade synthetic plastic
partially. Thus to make the synthetic plastic available to microorganism different additives are added during the
processing of raw material. Moreover the different researches are conducted to find a technique of complete
biodegradation. Still the biodegradation of plastic does not work in landfill as well as biodegradation in industrial
confinement. Microorganisms could be genetically engineered so that they can produce upgraded metabolic
enzymes to degrade plastic. It is necessary to focus the further researches on more suitable additives,
microorganisms and better technique to complete biodegradation in landfill.

51

ISSN: 2320-5407

Int. J. Adv. Res. 8(08), 42-54

References:1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Ahmed T, Shahid M, Azeem F, Rasul I, Shah AA, Noman M, Hameed A, Manzoor N, Manzoor I, Muhammad
S (2018) Biodegradation of plastics: current scenario and future prospects for environmental safety. Environ Sci
Pollut Res Int.; 25(8): 7287-7298. doi: 10.1007/s11356-018-1234-9
Akutsu Y, Nakajima-Kambe T, Nomura N, Nakahara T (1998) Purification and properties of a polyester
polyurethane-degrading enzyme from Comamonas acidovorans TB-35. Appl Environ Microbiol 64(1):62–67
Albertsson AC, Andersson SO, Karlsson S (1987) The mechanism of biodegradation of polyethylene. Polym
Degrad Stab 18(1): 73-87
Albertsson AC, Barenstedt C, Karlsson S (1994) Abiotic degradation products from enhanced environmentally
degradable polyethylene. Acta Polymerica 45(2):97–103
Aneta KU, Waldemar R, Aleksandra MM (2018) Degradation of plastics and plastic-degrading bacteria in cold
marine habitats. Appl Microbiol Biotechnol 102(18): 7669–7678. doi: 10.1007/s00253-018-9195-y
Artham T, Doble M (2008) Biodegradation of aliphatic and aromatic polycarbonates. Macromol Biosci
8(1):14–24. doi: 10.1002/mabi.200700106
Athanasios V (2016) Global plastic waste and oceans’ pollution. Million tons of plastic waste have gone
missing in the world oceans? https://www.researchgate.net/publication/303549578. Accessed 28 May 2020
Augusta J, Muller RJ, Widdecke H (1993) A rapid evaluation plate-test for the biodegradability of plastics.
Appl Microbiol Biotechnol 3:673–678
Babul RP, O’Connor K, Seeram R (2013) Current progress on bio-based polymers and their future trends. Prog
Biomater 2(8):1–16
Bellia G, Tosin M, Floridi G, Degli-Innocenti F (1999) Activated vermiculite, a solid bed for testing
biodegradability under composting conditions. Polym Degrad Stab 66(1):65–79
Bhardwaj H, Gupta R, Tiwari A (2012) Microbial population associated with plastic degradation. Open Acce
Sci Rep 1(5):1–4
Bonartsev AP, Myshkina VL, Nikolaeva DA, Furina EK, Makhina TA, Livshits VA, Boskhomdzhiev AP,
Ivanov EA, Iordanskii AL, Bonartseva GA (2007) Biosynthesis, biodegradation, and application of poly (3hydroxybutyrate) and its copolymers-natural polyesters produced by diazotrophic bacteria. Commun Curr Res
Educ Top Trends Appl Microbiol 1:295–307
Bonhomme S, Cuer A, Delort AM, Lemaire J, Sancelme M, Scott G (2003) Environmental biodegradation of
polyethylene. Polym Degrad Stab 81(3):441–452
Breslin VT (1993) Degradation of starch-plastic composites in a municipal solid waste landfill. J Environ
Polym Degrad 1:127–141
Chandra R, Rustgi R (1998) Biodegradable polymers. Prog polym Sci 23:1273–1335
Dey U, Mondal NK, Das K, Dutta S (2012) An approach to polymer degradation through microbes. J Pharm
2(3):385–388
Erlandsson B, Karlsson S, Albertsson AC (1997) The mode of action of corn starch and aprooxidant system in
LDPE: influence of thermooxidation and UV-irradiation on the molecular weight changes. Polym Degrad Stab
55:237–245
Feuilloley P, Cesar G, Benguigui L, Grohens Y, Pillin I, Bewa H, Lefaux S, Jamal M (2005) Degradation of
polyethylene designed for agricultural purposes. J Polym Environ 13(4):349–355
Gajanand E, Soni LK, Dixit VK (2014) Biodegradable polymers: a smart strategy for today’s crucial needs. Crit
Rev Pharm Sci 3(1):1–70
Ghosh SK, Pal S, Ray S (2013) Study of microbes having potentiality for biodegradation of plastics. Environ
Sci Pollut Res 20(7):4339-4355. doi: 10.1007/s11356-013-1706-x
Giacomucci L, Raddadi N, Soccio M, Lotti N, Fava F ( 2019) Polyvinyl chloride biodegradation by
Pseudomonas citronellolis and Bacillus flexus. N Biotechnol 52:35-41. doi: 10.1016/j.nbt.2019.04.005
Grover A, Gupta A, Chandra S, Kumari A, Khurana SP (2015) Polythene and environment. Int J Environ Sci
5(6):1091–1105
Gu JD (2003) Microbiological deterioration and degradation of synthetic polymeric materials: recent research
advances. Int Biodeterior Biodegrad 52(2):69–91
Hadad D, Geresh S, Sivan A (2005) Biodegradation of polyethylene by the thermophilic bacterium
Brevibacillus borstelensis. J Appl Microbiol 98(5):1093–1100. doi: 10.1111/j.1365-2672.2005.02553.x
Hafiz AH, Ferdouse ZT, Hasinur R (2017) Plastic bags as a burning environmental hazard for Bangladesh.
Barisal Uni J 4(1):221-225

52

ISSN: 2320-5407

Int. J. Adv. Res. 8(08), 42-54

26. Hajime N, Peter D Katja L (2017) The recent developments in biobased polymers toward general and
engineering applications: polymers that are upgraded from biodegradable polymers, analogous to petroleumderived polymers, and newly developed. Polymers 9(10):523. doi:10.3390/polym9100523
27. Hoffmann J, Řezníčèková I, Vaňòková S, Kupec J (1997) Manometric determination of biological degradability
of substances poorly soluble in aqueous environments. Int Biodet Biodegrad 39(4):327–332
28. Howard GT (2002) Biodegradation of polyurethane: a review. Int Biodeter Biodegrad 49(4):245–252
29. Ikada E (1999) Electron microscope observation of biodegradation of polymers. J Environ Polym Degrad
7:197–201
30. Imre B, Pukánszky B (2013) Compatibilization in bio-based and biodegradable polymer blends. Euro Polym J
49(6): 1215-1233. doi: 10.1016/j.eurpolymj.2013.01.019
31. Islam MS (2011) Prospects and challenges of plastic industries in Bangladesh. J Chem Eng 26(1):16–21
32. Jaiswal S, Sharma B, Shukl P (2020) Integrated approaches in microbial degradation of plastics. Environ Tech
Innov 17 (2020):100567
33. Jayasekara R, Harding I, Bowater I, Lornergan G (2005) Biodegradability of selected range of polymers and
polymer blends and standard methods for assessment of biodegradation. J Polym Environ 13:231–251
34. Kawai F (1995) Breakdown of plastics and polymers by microorganisms. Adv Biochem Eng Biotechnol
52:151–194
35. Kimura Y (2009) Molecular, structural, and material design of bio-based polymers. Polym. J 41:797–807
36. Koutny M, Lemaire J, Delort AM (2006) Biodegradation of polyethylene films with prooxidant additives.
Chemosphere 64(8):1243–1252
37. Kumar AA, Karthick K, Arumugam KP (2011) Biodegradable polymers and its applications. Int J Biosci
Biochem Bioinform 1(3):173–176
38. Leja K, Lewandowicz G (2010) Polymers biodegradation and biodegradable polymers-a review. Pol J Environ
Stud 19(2):255–266
39. Li R (2000) Environmental degradation of wood–HDPE composite. Polym Degrad Stab 70(2):135–145
40. Mehnaz H, Aditi S (2020) Export potential of recycled plastic: a study on Bangladesh. Asian Soc Sci 16(3):1228
41. Modak P, Yang Jiemian YH, C. R. M (2010) Municipal solid waste management: turning waste into resources.
In: Shanghai: Shanghai Manual: 1–36
42. Mohan SK, Srivastava T (2011) Microbial deterioration and degradation of polymeric materials. J Biochem
Tech 2(4): 210- 215
43. Moore CJ (2008) Synthetic polymers in the marine environment: a rapidly increasing, long-term threat. Environ
Res 108:131–139
44. Mourshed M, Masud MH, Rashid F, Joardder MUH (2017) Towards the effective plastic waste management in
Bangladesh: a review. Environ Sci Pollut Res Int 24(35):27021-27046
45. Nakajima-Kambe T, Shigeno-Akutsu Y, Nomura N, Onuma F, Nakahara T (1999) Microbial degradation of
polyurethane, polyester polyurethanes and polyether polyurethanes. Appl Microbiol Biotechnol 51(2):134–140.
doi: 10.1007/s002530051373
46. Nayak P, Tiwari A (2011) Biodegradation of polythene and plastic by the help of microbial tools: a recent
approach. Int J of Biomed Adv Res 02(09):344-355
47. Nishida H, Tokiwa Y (1993) Distribution of poly(β-hydroxybutyrate) and poly (ε-caprolactone) aerobic
degrading microorganisms in different environments. J Environ Polym Degrad 1:227–233
48. Nwachkwu S, Obidi O, Odocha C (2010) Occurrence and recalcitrance of polyethylene bag waste in Nigerian
soils. Afr J Biotechnol 9(37):6096–6104
49. Ramos C, Vicentini A (2012) Challenges and opportunities of waste collection in Caracas: Sucre municipality
case study. J Sustain Dev 7(1):115–129
50. Restrepo-Flórez JM, Bassi A, Thompson MR (2014) Microbial degradation and deterioration of polyethylene-a
review. Int Biodeterior Biodegrad 88:83–90
51. Richard C. Thompson, Charles J. Moore, Frederick S. vom Saal, Shanna H. Swan (2009) Plastics, the
environment and human health: current consensus and future trends. Philos Trans R Soc Lond B Biol Sci
364(1526): 2153-2166. doi:10.1098/rstb.2009.0053
52. Rivard C, Moens L, Roberts K, Brigham J, Kelley S (1995) Starch esters as biodegradable plastics: effects of
ester group chain length and degree of substitution on anaerobic biodegradation. Enz Microbial Tech
17(9):848–852
53. Salgado CL, Sanchez EMS, Zavaglia CAC, Granja PL (2011) Biocompatibility and biodegradation of
polycaprolactone-sebacic acid blended gels. J Biomed Mater Res 100(1):243-251. doi: 10.1002/jbm.a.33272
53

ISSN: 2320-5407

Int. J. Adv. Res. 8(08), 42-54

54. Sathiskumar PS, Madras G (2011) Synthesis, characterization, degradation of biodegradable castor oil based
polyesters. Polym Degrad Stab 96(9):1695–1704
55. Sauders JH, Frisch KC (1964) Polyurethanes Chemistry and Technology, Part II: Technology. Interscience
Publishers, New York
56. Schink B, Janssen PH, Frings J (1992) Microbial degradation of natural and of new synthetic polymers. FEMS
Microbiol Rev 103(2/4):311–316
57. Scott G (1999) Polymers in modern life. Polymers and the Environment. The Royal Society of Chemistry,
Cambridge, UK, pp 1-18
58. Sekiguchi T, Saika A, Nomura K, Watanabe T, Fujimoto Y, Enoki M, Sato T, Kato C, Kanehiro H (2011)
Biodegradation of aliphatic polyesters soaked in deep seawaters and isolation of poly (ɛ-caprolactone)degrading bacteria. Polym Degrad Stab 96(7):1397–1403
59. Sen SK, Raut S (2015) Microbial degradation of low density polyethylene (LDPE): a review. J Environ Chem
Eng 3:462–473
60. Seymour RB. (1989) Polymer science before & after 1899: notable developments during the lifetime of Maurtis
Dekker. J Macromol Sci Chem 26:1023–1032
61. Shah AA, Hasan F, Hameed A, Ahmed S (2008) Biological degradation of plastics: a comprehensive review.
Biotech Advan 26(3):246-265. doi: 10.1016/j. biotechadv.2007.12.005
62. Sharabi ND, Bartha R. (1993) Testing of some assumptions about biodegradability in soil as measured by
carbon dioxide evolution. Appl Environ Microbiol 59(4):1201–1205
63. Sharmin N, Kamruzzaman S, Hosney A, Nahid J, Badrul A (2016) Commercial feasibility study of PET bottles
recycling by solvent extraction method. Int J Adv Res 4(4):421– 426
64. Shimao M (2001) Biodegradation of plastics. Curr Opin Biotechnol 12(3):242–247
65. Shweta Jaiswal, Babita Sharma, Pratyoosh Shukla. Integrated approaches in microbial degradation of plastics.
Environmental Technology & Innovation. 17 (2020), 100567
66. Singh B, Sharma N (2008) Mechanistic implications of plastic degradation. Polym Degrad Stab 93:561–584
67. Song JJ, Yoon SC, Yu SM, Lenz RW (1998) Differential scanning calorimetric study of poly (3hydroxyoctanoate) inclusions in bacterial cells. Int J Biol Macromol 23:165–173
68. Statista (2019) The plastic dilemma: 348 million tons of plastic produced per year worldwide, half of
which becomes waste. https://www.statista.com/press/p/plastic_waste_dossierplus/. Accessed 6 Jun 2020
69. Swift G (1993) Directions for environmentally biodegradable polymer research. Acc Chem Res 26:105-110
70. Tokiwa Y, Calabia BP, Ugwu CU, Aiba S (2009) Biodegradability of plastics. Int J Mol Sci 10(9): 3722-3742.
doi: 10.3390/ ijms10093722
71. Tsuji H, Suzuyoshi K (2002) Environmental degradation of biodegradable polyesters Poly(ε-caprolactone),
poly[(R)-3-hydroxybutyrate], and poly(l-lactide) films in controlled static seawater. Polym Degrad Stab
75(2):347–355
72. Witt U, Muller RJ, Deckwer WD (1997) Biodegradation behavior and material properties of aliphatic/aromatic
polyesters of commercial importance. J Environ Poly Degrad 5:81–90
73. Woodruff MA, Hutmacher DW (2010) The return of a forgotten polymer-polycaprolactone in the 21st century.
Prog Polym Sci. 35(10):1217-1256
74. Zheng Y, Yanful EK, Bassi AS (2005) A review of plastic waste biodegradation. Crit Rev Biotechnol
25(4):243–250. doi: 10.1080/07388550500346359.

54

