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INTRODUCTION
Rivers have always been the most important freshwater resources, along the banks of which ancient
civilizations have flourished, and most developmental activities are still dependent upon them. However, changes in
river water quality are mainly the result of human activities that would discharge water pollutants. The highest water
quality is typically found upstream, while the most degraded is found in the downstream areas [1]. Huge loads of
waste from industries, domestic sewage and agricultural practices find their way into rivers, resulting in large scale
deterioration of the water quality [2].
Pollution of rivers and streams has become one of the most crucial Environmental problems [3]. Increasing
water pollution causes not only the deterioration of water quality, but also threatens human health and the balance of
aquatic Eco- systems, Economic development and social prosperity [4].
Heavy metals are the most common environmental pollutants, and their occurrence in water ecosystem
indicates the presence of natural or anthropogenic sources [5], which can have a serious impact on plants and animal
life [6].
Physico-chemical characteristics are very important water quality monitoring parameters due to their
instability once water is extracted from its source. Knowledge of physico-chemical parameters provides information
on the productivity of water resource, type of water treatment process to be adopted and permit better understanding
of the ability of populations of organisms to survive in them [7].
The aim of present work was to investigate Physico-chemical parameters and determine the distribution and
concentration of certain heavy metals (Cd, Cr, Cu, Ni, Pb and Zn) in the Tigris river water to assess the degree of
heavy metals contamination by pollution index in the Tigris River.
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2. Materials and Methods
2.1 Study area
The Capital of Iraq Baghdad City (33°14'-33°25'N, 44°31'-44°17'E), is located in the Mesopotamian alluvial
plain. Tigris River divides the city into a right (Karkh) and left (Risafa) sections with a flow direction from north to
south. In the current research three sites along Tigris River were chosen in order to estimate the heavy metals
distribution (Figure 1). Site 1 was located upstream, while site 2 was situated in the midstream and the site 3 was
located at the downstream.
2.2 Sample collection, preparation and analysis
Water samples were taken from the selected sites during November 2013 to June 2014. The water samples
were collected from the subsurface layer (at depth 50 cm) in polyethylene bottles. The samples were brought back to
the laboratory of Environmental Research Center, University of Technology. Water samples were Filtered using
Whatman filter paper (0.45 μm pore size) for estimation of dissolved metal. These water samples were preserved
with 1 ml nitric acid to prevent the precipitation of metals. Analysis of dissolved heavy metal was performed with a
flame atomic absorption spectrophotometer (AA6300, Shimadzu, Japan). Physical and chemical analyses were
carried out according to Standard Methods for Examination of Water and Wastewater [8] (Hydrogen Ion
Concentration (pH), Electrical Conductivity (EC: μS/cm), Dissolved Oxygen (DO: mg/L) and Water turbidity (Turb:
NTU) were measured in each site by using a portable pH, EC, DO and Turbidity meters. While air and water
temperature (Temp: °C) were measured by using mercury thermometer 0-100°C. All devices were calibrated before
the use.

Figure 1: Sampling locations across Tigris River, Baghdad City
3. Results and Discussion
3.1 Physico-Chemical Characteristics
A summary of the physic-chemical parameters of Tigris River water were shown in Table 1. An explanation
of the observed characteristics follows in the following sections.
Temperature: Temperature affects the speed of chemical reactions, the metabolic rate of organisms, as well as how
pollutants, parasites and other pathogens interact with aquatic residents [9]. The fluctuation in river water
temperature usually depends on the season, sampling time and temperature of effluent entering the stream [10].As
given in Table 1. Air temperature varied from 17.90 to 41ᴼC while the water temperature value varies from 11.70 to
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25.50 ᴼC. The results showed that the highest values of water and air temperature were observed during summer and
the lowest values were observed during winter [11].
PH: is used as an indicator of alkalinity or acidity of a substance and affects many chemical and biological
processes in the water. For example, low pH can allow toxic elements and compounds to become mobile and
available for uptake by aquatic plants [12]. It was observed that range of pH varies from 7.80 to 8.70 which
indicated neutral to sub-alkaline could be related to photosynthesis and growth of aquatic plants, where
photosynthesis consumes CO2 leads to arise in the pH values. However, the natural water tends to be alkaline
because of the carbonates and bicarbonates [13].
Turbidity: Turbidity is the measure of fine suspended matter in water, mostly caused by colloidal particles such as
clay, silt, non-living organic particulates, plankton and other microscopic organisms, in addition to suspended
organic and inorganic matter. Turbidity values ranged between 6.64-37.20 NTU. The results showed that the highest
value of turbidity has been observed during summer and the lowest value has been observed during winter.
Dissolved Oxygen (DO): DO is required for the metabolism of aerobic organisms and it influences organic
decomposition. DO was ranged from 7.79 to11.35 mg/L. The results showed that the concentration of dissolved
oxygen in Tigris river water raising in winter this may be due to the increase aeration because of rainfall, in addition
to the decrease of temperature in winter that increase the oxygen solubility [14], while decreasing in the dissolved
oxygen rates in summer this may be due to the raise of temperature will result in a decrease in the concentration of
dissolved oxygen [15].
Electrical Conductivity (EC): EC values ranged from 806 to 1940 µs/cm. High EC values were recorded during
winter season, while the lowest EC values were found during spring and summer season. The types of salts (ions)
causing the conductivity usually are chlorides, sulphates, carbonates, sodium, magnesium, calcium, and potassium
[16].
3.2 Heavy Metal Contents
Analysis values of heavy metals are given in Table 2. The order of the mean concentrations of examined
heavy metals: Cr˃Pb˃Zn˃Ni˃Cu˃Cd. The range of the six heavy metals were: Cd (ND-6.80), Cr (130.3-485.2), Cu
(ND-43.8), Ni (ND-80.2), Pb (ND-465.4) and Zn (ND-96.7).
With exceptions of Cr and Pb, the average concentration of Cd, Cu, Ni and Zn for all selected sites in the Tigris
River within the permissible limit for Iraqi standards of river water [17].

Parameter
s

Table 1: The physical and chemical parameters in the Tigris river water
Site 1
Site 2
Site 3
Min

Max

Mean±SD

Min

Max

Mean ±SD

Min

Max

Mean ±SD

Air Temp.
ᴼC
Water
Temp. ᴼC
pH
(standard
unites)
Turbidity
(NTU)
DO (mg/L)

19.4
0
11.7
0
8.10

41.0
0
24.6
0
8.40

30.20±15.27

17.9
0
11.7
2
7.80

37.00

25.33±8.18

40.00

24.65±10.35

25.50

18.43±5.86

24.30

18.25±5.1

8.70

8.23±0.44

18.1
0
12.8
0
8.00

8.40

8.13±0.19

14.5
0
8.10

23.15±6.74

37.20

28.75±8.88

6.64

23.10

16.59±7.32

9.64±1.50

18.8
0
7.82

11.02

9.50±1.47

7.79

10.66

9.24±1.30

EC (μS/cm)

896.
0

30.9
0
11.3
5
1940

1320.75±441.8
2

806.
0

1221.
0

1067.0±182.0
5

824.
0

1190.
0

1062.0±163.9
6

18.25±5.50
8.28±0.13
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Table2: Dissolved of heavy metals in the Tigris River water
Site 1
Site 2
Site 3

Metal
(μg/L)

Min

Max

Mean ±SD

Min

Max

Mean ±SD

Min

Max

Mean ±SD

Cd
Cr

ND
216.00

4.50
485.20

1.13± 2.25
336.73±83.14

0.8
169.80

6.80
391.70

1.90± 3.29
290.30±146.4

0.8
130.3

5.20
432.60

1.50±2.5
276.28±111.26

Cu

2.00

40.10

18.40± 21.27

ND

35.50

15.20±15.75

3.30

43.80

20.93±15.18

Ni

7.30

80.20

46.87±35.68

ND

42.09

12.59±20.00

ND

61.82

27.63±32.35

Pb
Zn

8.60
ND

403.80
94.00

165±181.75
39.03±43.72

63.00
ND

465.40
96.70

185.30±189.59
46.23±45.17

ND
ND

424.30
95.60

163.90±183.18
43.85±43.73

Chromium: Cr concentration in the Tigris River water varies from 130.30 to 485.20µg/L. The observed vales were
found well above the recommended values for rivers maintaining system and general water from pollution [17],
which was 50µg/L. The reason of increasing Cr concentration may be related to industrial activities e.g. metal
plating, dyes, pigments, ceramic; glues, tanning, wood preserving are reported to contribute Cr [18].
Lead: Pb value varied from ND to 465.40µg/L. The observed vales were found well above the recommended values
for rivers maintaining system and general water from pollution [17], which was 50µg/L. The high level of Pb in
water could be attributed to the industrial and agricultural discharge as well as from spill of leaded petrol from
fishing boats and dust which holds a huge amount of Pb from the combustion of petrol in cars [19].
3.3 Water Pollution Index
Pollution index (PI) is one approach used for comparing metal concentrations in the dust samples [20].
Furthermore, Pollution Index may be used to calculate the degree of pollution of heavy metals in the water samples
with respect to background. The revised pollution index was computed by averaging the ratios of metal
concentration to the permissible level. The recommended value of heavy metals for rivers maintaining system and
general water from pollution [17] were used as permissible levels and pollution index has been calculated as:
PI =

 Cd Cr Cu Pb Ni Zn  
 5  50  50  50  100  500  / 6
 


The value of pollution index greater than 1.0 indicates that metal concentrations are above the hazard criteria,
the permissible level. The index less than 1.0 indicates that average levels of metals are below the selected standards
but does not necessarily indicate that there is no anthropogenic source or other enrichment over background. Each
heavy metal was classified as low contamination (PI≤1), moderate contamination (1<PI≤3) or high contamination
(PI>3) [21].
The results of the pollution index (Table 3) indicate that the pollution index is higher than one in all sites,
each heavy metal was classified as moderate contamination (1<PI≤3).
The degree of pollution of heavy metals in the water samples for the sites in the following order: 3>2>1,
suggesting that the site 3 located in the downstream is more seriously polluted by heavy metals than other sites,
attributed to the feeding river input and this site is considerably affected by Different anthropogenic activities.

Site 1
2.52

Table 3: Pollution index Values of Tigris River water
Site 2
Site 3
All sites
2.82
2.87
2.74

Permissible level (µg/L), Cd=5, Cr=50, Cu=50, Ni=100, Pb=50, Zn=500
4. Acknowledgements
We cordially thank Mrs. Athmar Al-Mashhady, Environmental Research Centre, University of Technology,
Baghdad, Iraq, for her help in carrying out the laboratory analysis.

222

ISSN 2320-5407

International Journal of Advanced Research (2015), Volume 3, Issue 2, 219-223

5. References
[1] Al-Obaidy, A.H.M.J. and Al-Khateeb, M. (2013). The Challenges of Water Sustainability in Iraq, Eng. & Tech.
Journal, 31(5), 828-840.
[2] Ravindra, K., Ameena, M., Monika, R. and Kaushik, A. (2003). Seasonal Variations in Physicochemical
Characteristics of River Yamuna in Haryana and Its Ecological best- Designated Use. Journal of Environmental
Monitoring, 5, 419-426.
[3] Otieno, D.S. (2008). Determination of Some Physicochemical Parameters of the Nairobi River, Kenya, Journal
Applied Science Environment Management, 12(1), 57-62.
[4] Milovanovic, M. (2007). Water Quality Assessment and Determination of Pollution Sources along Axis/Vardar
River, Southeastern Europe Desalination, 213, 159-173.
[5] Kerr, S.C., Shafer, M.M., Overdier, J. and Armstrong, D.E. (2008).Hydrologic and Biogeochemical Controls on
Trace Element Export from Northern Wisconsin wetlands. Biogeochemistry, 89(3), 273-294.
[6] Zvinowanda, C.M., Okonkwo, J.O., Shabalala, P.N. and Agyei, N.M. (2009).A novel Adsorbent for Heavy
Metal Remediation in Aqueous Environments. International Journal of Environmental Science and Technology,
6(3), 425-434.
[7] Ayodele, I.A. and Ajani, E.K. (1999). Essentials of Fish Farming (Aquaculture), Odufuwa Press, Ibadan, 48pp.
[8] APAH, AWWA & WEF, (2005). Standard Methods for Examination of Water and Wastewater, 21 st Edition,
Washington DC, USA.
[9] Ezzat, S.M., Mahdy, H.M., Abo-State, M.A., Abd El-Shakour, E.H. and El-Bahnasawy, M.A. (2012). Water
Quality Assessment of River Nile at Rosetta Branch: Impact of Drains Discharge, Middle-East Journal of
Scientific Research, 12(4), 413-423.
[10] Ahipathi, M.V. and Puttaiah, E.T. (2006). Ecological Characteristic of Vrishabhavathi River in Bangalore
(India), Environmental Geology, 49(8), 1217-1222.
[11] Ismail, A.M., Al-Kubaisi, A.A. and Al-Saadi, H.A. (2000). Algae Composition and Related Limnological
Characters in Wand River, Iraq, Al-Qadisiya Journal, 6(2), 1-11.
[12] Yousry, M., El-Sherbini, A., Heikal, M. and Salem, T. (2009). Suitability of Water Quality Status of Rosetta
Branch for West Delta Water Conservation and Irrigation Rehabilitation Project, Water Science, 46, 47-60.
[13] Siliem, T.A.E. (1995). Primary Productivity of the Nile in Barrage Area, Menofiya, Journal of Agricultural
Research, 20(4), 1687-1701.
[14] Adeyemo, O.K., Adedokun, O.A., Yusuf, R.K. and Adeleye, E.A. (2008). Seasonal Changes in Physiocochemical Parameters and Nutrient Load of River Sediments in Ibadan City, Nigeria, Global NEST Journal,
10(3), 326-336.
[15] Dallas, H.F. and Day, J.A. (2004). The Effect of Water Quality Variables on Aquatic Ecosystems: a review
WRC Report No TT224/04.Water Research Commission: 222pp.
[16] USEPA (2000). Bioaccumulation Testing and Interpretation for the Purpose of Sediment Quality
Assessment (status and needs), Office of Water (4305) Office of Solid Waste (5307W) EPA-823-R-00-001.
[17] Rivers Maintaining System and General Water from Pollution No 25, 1967, No. 25 of 1967, Iraqi Official
Gazette, No. 1446 on 16 July 1967, p. 108, Vol. 2.
[18] Alloway, B.J. (1995). Heavy Metals in Soils, 2nd Ed, Blackie Academic and Professional, an Imprint of
Chapman and Hall, London.
[19] Saeed, S.M. and Shaker, I.M. (2008). Assessment of Heavy Metals Pollution in Water and Sediments and their
Effect on Oreochromis Niloticus in the Northern Delta Lakes, Egypt, International Symposium on Tilapia in
Aquaculture, 475-490.
[20] Chon, H.T., Kim, K.W. and Kim, J.Y. (1995). Metal Contamination of Soils and Dusts in Seoul Metropolitan
City, Korea, Environmental Geochemistry and Health, 17(3), 139-146.
[21] Nimick, D.A., and Moore, J.M. (1991). Predication of Water Soluble Metal Concentrations in fluvially
Deposited Tailing Sediments, Upper Clark Fork Valley, Montana, U.S.A. Applied Geochemistry, 6(6), 635-646.

223

