
 

 

ATTITUDE OF SCHEDULED CASTE STUDENTS TOWARDS HIGHER EDUCATION: 1 

A STUDY WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO NALBARI DISTRICT OF ASSAM 2 

 3 

ABSTRACT: 4 

Education plays a vital role in the development of a society. Specially, higher education plays a 5 

significant role in this context. Higher education can bring unimaginable changes in every aspect 6 

of our life. This stage of education can be considered very significant in the matter of reforming 7 

any society. Students coming from the Scheduled caste form an important part of our society. 8 

Therefore, higher education of the students coming from the schedule caste community also 9 

plays an important role in reformation of any society. So, we can say that the Scheduled caste 10 

students should have a positive attitude towards higher education at the present situation. The 11 

investigator in this paper tries to find out the attitude of schedule caste students towards higher 12 

education. The main objective of the present study was to study the attitude of scheduled caste 13 

students (both male and female) towards higher education. It’s another objective was to study the 14 

attitude of rural and urban scheduled caste students towards higher education. The investigator 15 

also tries to find out the attitude of scheduled caste students from Science stream and Arts stream 16 

towards higher education. The descriptive survey method was selected for collection of data for 17 

the present investigation. The sample of the present study was consisted of 120 students coming 18 

from different categories of scheduled caste community (20 male and 20 female, 20 rural and 20 19 

urban and 20 Science and 20 Arts students) were selected randomly from 4 Provincialised  20 

Degree colleges of Nalbari District. Self- prepared questionnaire was used by the investigator for 21 

finding out the attitude of the scheduled caste students towards higher education.  22 

The study reveals that there exists significant difference in attitude of male and female scheduled 23 

caste students towards higher education. The investigator has found significant difference in 24 

attitude of rural and urban scheduled caste students towards higher education. It is also found by 25 

the investigator that students who are enrolled in Science stream are more positive in their 26 

attitude for higher education than the students enrolled in Arts stream. 27 
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  29 

INTRODUCTION: 30 

Education plays an important role in development of any society as well as any community. 31 

Specially, higher education plays a significant role in this context. Higher education can bring 32 

unimaginable changes in every aspect of our life. This stage of education can be considered very 33 

significant in the matter of reforming any society. 34 

Higher education means education in the post-higher secondary stage. This education means 35 

education which is given at the universities and colleges along with the technological 36 

institutions. It is higher in the sense that this education is given at the top most stage of formal 37 

education. The people after getting higher education can become highly cultured and can reform 38 

our society from every point of view. Higher education also works as a backbone of the 39 

country’s workforce. 40 



 

 

Scheduled caste student on the other hand means those students who belong to so-called low 41 

caste social groups, whose members are considered to have a lot of social disadvantages. They 42 

are the officially designated groups of students and among the most disadvantaged socio-43 

economic groups of students in India. The terms scheduled castes and scheduled terms are 44 

recognized in the constitution of India and the groups are designated in one or other of the 45 

categories. As per Article 366 (24) of the Constitution of India the Scheduled Castes means such 46 

castes, races or tribes or parts of or groups within such castes, races or tribes as are deemed under 47 

Article 341 to be scheduled Castes for the purposes of the (Indian) constitution (“Chapter-ii, 48 

Social Constitutional Provisions for Protection and development of the Scheduled Castes and 49 

Scheduled Tribes”). According to the Census Report 2011, the scheduled castes and scheduled 50 

tribes comprise about 16.6% and 8.6% percent respectively, of India’s population.  51 

It is the fact that success of any type of educational course depends largely on the attitude they 52 

have for their particular aim. The students are able to get success in any course if they have 53 

positive attitude for their particular course. If the students are motivated and positive minded 54 

towards their educational courses, effectiveness will be enhanced. The success of completing 55 

their courses is directly dependent on a positive mind set towards their courses of studies.    56 

But, it is very unfortunate that the most of the students have to complete their courses of studies 57 

not because they like it, but because their parents. Therefore, it becomes very difficult to find a 58 

positive mindset among the students for their education. In some cases some students take a 59 

particular course not to fulfill their aim, but their parents. As a result, it becomes difficult to find 60 

a positive attitude among the students for their courses of studies they are pursuing. Same case 61 

may be applicable in respect of scheduled castes students also. Therefore, it becomes important 62 

to take a study regarding attitude of the scheduled castes students towards higher education they 63 

are pursuing. As higher education is the most significant stage of education, for a country’s 64 

development as well as for making individual more cultured and refined in life, so a study on 65 

attitude of the scheduled castes students pursuing higher education can be considered significant.         66 

.  67 
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NEED AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY: 69 
 70 

Higher education has a significant role to play in the entire development of a nation It is an 71 

important stage of education, which helps individual to become a good citizen of the society. It 72 

provides nation building by determining the quality of all activity of individual life. The whole 73 

life of one depends on the knowledge that he gathers during his stage of higher education. So, if 74 

there is no positive attitude of the students whether coming from the general category or the 75 

scheduled caste their efforts of getting success in life will not be perfect. Lack of positive attitude 76 

has adverse affects on the quality of education also.  77 

The students belong to scheduled castes form a large community in our country. Though the 78 

educational facilities and incentives offered to this community are found substantial but still 79 

remain backward in the field of education. They are given special facilities and relaxations in all 80 

aspects of their life like relaxation in respect of fees, in respect of age for getting govt. job, in 81 

respect of marks for any competitive examination etc. They get reservation in respect of 82 

government job also. But, often the seats reserved for them in the higher education institutions 83 

cannot be filled due to lack of qualified applicants. Since independence, the scheduled castes and 84 

scheduled tribes were given Reservation Status, guaranteeing political representation, preference 85 

in promotion, quota in universities, free and stipend education, scholarships, banking services, 86 

various government schemes and the constitution lays down the general principles of positive 87 

discrimination. No doubt the overall enrollment percentage in respect of scheduled caste students 88 

in higher education institutions has notably increased from 2014-15 to 2020-21. The Annual 89 

Survey by the Ministry of Education gives a clear picture of the enrollment of the scheduled 90 

castes students in the higher educational institutions of the country. It is significant to note that 91 

according to the survey, a total of 4.14 crore students (crossing the 4 crore mark for the first 92 

time) enrolled in higher education institutions in India in 2020-21 of which 14.2% belong to the 93 

scheduled castes students. The enrollment of the students belongs to scheduled caste has grown 94 

up to 27.98% during the period from 2014-15 to 2020-21. While in 2014-15, 46.06 lakh students 95 

coming from the scheduled community were enrolled in higher education institution, the number 96 

has increased up to 58.95 lakhs in the corresponding period 2020-21. The growth in enrollment 97 

of scheduled caste students in 2020-21 as compared to 2019-20 is 4,2%, whereas the growth in 98 

2019-20 over 2018-19 was 1.6%   (All India Survey on Higher Education, 2020-21).      99 

 100 
So, in the field of higher education, attitude of the scheduled castes students is an important 101 

aspect to be studied. Students pursuing higher education should have a positive attitude for 102 

bringing success in this field. So, with the help of studying the nature of attitude of male and 103 

female scheduled castes students, rural and urban scheduled castes students and also the 104 

scheduled castes students from Science and Arts stream is considered significant. Because, a 105 

positive attitude means keeping positive mindset and think about the greater good, which is very 106 

important for the students pursuing higher education. A positive attitude has many benefits to 107 

bring success in the field of education. The present study therefore tries to focus on finding out 108 

the attitude of the male and female students, rural and urban and students from Science and Arts 109 

stream coming from the scheduled castes community at the field of higher education. 110 

Higher stage of education is an important stage for leading a strong and better educational life for 111 

individual. So, when students whether from general category or scheduled castes do not have 112 

positive attitude towards higher education, it will affect them in their achievement or getting 113 

success at this stage of higher education and fulfill the aim of completing it. But, it is unfortunate 114 



 

 

for us that most of the students pursuing education at this stage is found to have negative attitude 115 

for their education. They have just taken it for fulfilling their parent’s aim. There are some 116 

students in our society who have taken it just because to get a good job only. The case may not 117 

be exceptional in respect of scheduled castes students also. But, higher education is not such type 118 

of education which can be achieved without any dedication. Students coming from the scheduled 119 

castes community also must have dedication for completion of education at this stage. They must 120 

be sincere while pursuing education at this level. Therefore, it becomes important to have a 121 

positive attitude towards education at the higher level, so far as it is not easy for them to 122 

complete it. So, the investigator became interested for taking a topic like this.  123 

In fact, it is observed that no study has been conducted at Nalbari District in respect of this issue. 124 

Therefore, the investigator has decided to take a study regarding the attitude of scheduled castes 125 

students towards higher education.    126 

The present study focuses on attitude of scheduled castes students of Nalbari district which will 127 

help to know about the situation in this respect. The study mainly focuses on studying the 128 

attitude of male and female, rural and urban and students coming from the scheduled castes 129 

community who are enrolled in the Science stream and Arts stream. 130 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM: 131 

The present study has been entitled as – 132 

Attitude of Scheduled Caste Students towards Higher Education- A Study with special 133 

reference to Nalbari district of Assam. 134 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY: 135 

1. To study the attitude of male and female scheduled caste students towards higher 136 

education. 137 

2. To study the attitude of rural and urban scheduled caste students towards higher 138 

education. 139 

3. To study the attitude of scheduled caste students from Science stream and Arts stream 140 

towards higher education. 141 

 142 

HYPOTHESES: 143 

Ho1: There exist no significant difference in attitude of male and female scheduled caste 144 

students towards higher education. 145 

Ho2: There exist no significant difference in attitude of rural and urban scheduled caste 146 

students towards higher education. 147 

Ho3: There exist no significant difference in attitude of scheduled caste students from 148 

Science stream and Arts stream towards higher education. 149 

 150 



 

 

DELIMITATION OF THE STUDY:  151 

The present study is delimited to the followings – 152 

1. The study is delimited to Nalbari District. 153 

2. The study is delimited to male and female students from scheduled caste community 154 

only. 155 

3. It has been delimited to both rural and urban provincialized degree colleges of Nalbari 156 

District. 157 

4. It is delimited to scheduled caste students from Science stream and Arts stream only. 158 

5. The study has been delimited to the session 2021-2024 only. 159 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE: 160 

Rakshit, G. D. (2012) in his book entitled “Education among Scheduled Castes, Privatization 161 

and Enrolment Perspective in Higher Education” analyses different policies, five-year plans, 162 

enrolment pattern, gap between the scheduled caste and students coming from the general 163 

category. He also found discrimination in respect of gender and in other in higher education. It 164 

highlighted that privatization in higher education has not made any change in the gender 165 

disparity among the scheduled caste students in respect of male.   166 

Barman, A.L. (2014) conducted a study on “Attitude of Scheduled caste students towards 167 

education in Kamrup District of Assam” by taking a purposive sample of 300 school going 168 

scheduled caste students. The study aimed to find out the attitude of sample students towards 169 

their education. The investigator used self-developed standardized attitude scale to collect the 170 

required data. The data for this study was collected through field survey. The investigator found 171 

that the attitudes of school students are found favourably moderate level of attitudes towards 172 

education.  173 

Chahal, D. & Kumar, R. (2017) took a study on “Understanding Attitude of Scheduled Castes 174 

and Scheduled Tribes Parents towards the Rights Related to Health and Care of the Children”. 175 

The investigator took 60 parents as sample from rural area of district Udhampur of Jammu and 176 

Kashmir, which consists of 30 mothers and 30 fathers. The investigator used a self-made 177 

interview schedule for collection of required data. The main aim of the study was to find out the 178 

awareness among the scheduled castes and scheduled tribe parents towards the rights related to 179 

health and care of the child. The study reveals that most of the sample fathers and mothers gave 180 

favourable responses, which indicates that they are aware about rights related to health and care 181 

of the children. In fact, they have the positive and favuorable attitude towards health and care of 182 

the children.  183 

Acharya, S. & Sahoo, H. (2019) conducted a study on “Education among Scheduled Caste 184 

Population in India”. The investigator attempted to explore the changing trends in respect of 185 

literacy among the scheduled caste in order to identify the determinants of higher education. The 186 

study also tried to explore the main reasons for never enrolling or we can say 187 

discontinuing/dropping out from educational institutions among the students from scheduled 188 

caste community. The result of the study shows that though there is an increasing trend in respect 189 

of literacy rate among the scheduled caste students, it remains quite below the national average. 190 

In this respect gender disparity is found. The reasons of low level of higher education are failing 191 



 

 

in examination, heavy dropouts and also stagnation due to their poor socio-economic background 192 

etc. Although various efforts are made by the Central and State government to remove the 193 

differences in educational attainment among these groups with the help of different constitutional 194 

provision from time to time, but still, there is gaps to be removed.  195 

Sangral, M. (2022) conducted a study on “Problems Encountered by the Scheduled Caste 196 

Students Pursuing Post Graduation at Central University of Jammu”. The study found some 197 

problems faced by the students coming from the scheduled caste community. The study also 198 

reveals that most of the students at university level were not aware about their welfare schemes 199 

offered by the Govt. of India and also they had lack of proper guidance.  200 

 METHODOLOGY: 201 

Research methodology may be understood as a systematic way of solving the research problem. 202 

It can be regarded as science of finding out how research is done scientifically. For doing any 203 

investigation, research methodology is necessary for the researcher to design his problem for 204 

finding out the solution. Methodology of the research activity includes the research design 205 

preparing blue print necessary for conducting his study. Research methodology helps in bringing 206 

smoothness to the research operation.    207 

METHOD OF THE STUDY: 208 

Method is the process of collecting data for making any decision. But while using any method in 209 

the research work, the investigator should be careful. An investigator must have thorough 210 

knowledge and understanding of all the methods which can be used for any investigation. In the 211 

present study, the investigator employed descriptive survey method for doing the research work. 212 

STUDY AREA: 213 

The present investigator has considered Nalbari district of Assam as the area for the present 214 

study. The study covers both the rural and urban sample provincialized Degree colleges of 215 

Nalbari district of Assam.     216 

POPULATION AND SAMPLE OF THE STUDY: 217 

For the present study, all the scheduled caste students pursuing higher education in all the 218 

provincialised Degree colleges of Nalbari District constitute the population and a sample of 120 219 

scheduled caste students (20 male and 20 female, 20 rural and 20 urban and 20 from Arts stream 220 

and 20 from Science stream) has been selected randomly from 4 provincialised Degree colleges  221 

of Nalbari District.  222 

SOURCES OF DATA: 223 

The primary data were collected through field survey based on self-prepared questionnaire.  The 224 

investigator collected secondary data through different books, government reports, documents, 225 

official records, periodicals and various publications etc. 226 

TOOLS USED: 227 



 

 

Any investigation can be done with the help of research tools. The research tools should be 228 

proper for collection of the required data. For the present investigation, the investigator used self-229 

prepared questionnaire for the collection of required data.  230 

RELIABILITY AND VALIDITY OF THE SELF-PREPARED QUESTIONNAIRE:  231 

The investigator had estimated reliability and validity of the self-prepared questionnaire by 232 

following certain procedure. 233 

RELIABILITYL: 234 

The investigator estimated reliability of the self-prepared questionnaire by the split-half method 235 

on a sample of 50 scheduled castes students who are pursuing higher education. The split-half 236 

reliability has been found to be .78 which indicates a high degree of reliability. 237 

SCORING PROCEDURE: 238 

In the standardization process of any research tool, there is the need of scoring or rating.  For the 239 

present study, the self-prepared questionnaire has been made with 3 ratings such as Strongly 240 

Agree, Agree and Disagree. Accordingly, the scoring pattern has been fixed as 2 for strongly 241 

Agree, 1 for Agree and 0 for Disagree. 242 

VALIDITY: 243 

The prepared questionnaire for the present investigation possesses high content validity, as the 244 

items of the questionnaire at the first stage for tryout were selected on the basis of unanimous 245 

agreement of different experts in the particular field. On the basis of opinion of the experts, 246 

adjustments were made by the investigator and the questionnaire was finalized for collecting the 247 

required data. In this way, the researcher established the content validity for the self-prepared 248 

questionnaire.   249 

STATISTICAL TECHNIQUES USED: 250 

The statistical technique for the present study was determined by considering the objectives of 251 

the study. In this study Mean, S.D. and t-test were used for analyzing the data. 252 

DATA COLLECTION: 253 

Data collection is an important part of any research. For the collection of data, the investigator 254 

personally visited the sampled colleges of Nalbari District.  255 

ANALYSIS OF THE DATA AND RESULTS:  256 

1. Table-1: Showing the significant difference in attitude of male and female scheduled 257 

castes students towards higher education. 258 

 259 

Group N Mean S.D SED t-value Level of     significance 

(0.01 and 0.05 level) 

Male 20 14    Significant at 0.01 level 



 

 

Female 20 15 0.61 
 

0.134 7.46 Significant at 0.05 level 

  260 

The above table (table-1) shows that the mean score obtained by the male student is 14 the mean 261 

score obtained by the female student is 15 with S.D 0.61 and SED is 0.134. The calculated t-value 262 

is 7.46, which is much greater than the table value and significant at both the level of 5% and 1% 263 

level of significance. Hence, the null hypothesis is rejected. So, it can be concluded that there 264 

exists significant difference in attitude of male and female students in respect of their higher 265 

education. 266 

2. Table-2: Showing the significant difference in attitude of rural and urban scheduled 267 

castes students towards higher education. 268 

 269 

Group N Mean S.D SED t-value Level of significance 

(0.01 and 0.05 level) 

Rural 20 16 0.5 

 

0.11 

 

18.9 

 

Significant at 0.01 level 

Urban 20 14 Significant at 0.05 level 

 270 

From the table-2, it has been found that the mean score obtained by the rural scheduled castes 271 

students is 16, while the mean score obtained by the urban scheduled castes students is 14 with 272 

S.D 0.5 and SED is 0.11. The calculated t-value is 18.9, which is much greater than the table 273 

value and significant at both the level of 5% and 1% level of significance. Hence, the null 274 

hypothesis is rejected. So, it can be concluded that there exists significant difference in attitude 275 

of rural scheduled castes students and urban scheduled castes students with regard to higher 276 

education. 277 

3. Table-3: Showing the significant difference in attitude of scheduled castes students from 278 

Science stream and Arts stream for higher education. 279 

 280 

 281 

 282 

From the table-3, it is found that the mean score obtained by the scheduled caste students from 283 

Science stream is 21, while the mean score obtained by the scheduled castes students from Arts 284 

stream is 18 with S.D 0.96 and SED is 0.21. The calculated t-value is 14.3, which is much greater 285 

Group N Mean S.D. SED t-value Level of significance 

(0.01 and 0.05 level) 

Science 20 21 0.96 0.21 14.3 Significant at 0.01 level 

Arts 20 18 Significant at 0.05 level 



 

 

than the table value and significant at both the level of 5% and 1% level of significance. 286 

Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected. So, it can be concluded that there exists significant 287 

difference in attitude of scheduled castes students from Science stream and scheduled castes 288 

students from Arts stream in regard to their higher education. 289 

DISCUSSION:  290 

Attitude of students plays a great role as a motivating factor for completing the course 291 

successfully. Studying at higher stage is considered very significant for students and it has a 292 

great weight for their life too. So, the students pursuing education at this stage should have a 293 

positive attitude towards their education, so that it can bring success to them. Further, completion 294 

of higher education is not an easy task. So, the students in this stage whether coming from 295 

general category or from scheduled caste and other backward should have strong positive 296 

attitude towards their education. Therefore, the present study tries to explore the attitude of the 297 

male and female scheduled castes students, rural and urban scheduled castes students and also 298 

the scheduled castes students from Science stream and Arts stream at the higher level.    299 

The investigator found significant differences in attitude of male and female scheduled castes 300 

students, urban and rural scheduled castes students and scheduled castes students from Science 301 

stream and Arts stream. According to the study girls’ attitude towards higher education is more 302 

positive than the boys. The study also reveals that urban scheduled castes students are more 303 

positive in attitude than the rural scheduled castes students. The scheduled castes students from 304 

the Science stream are found more positive in attitude towards their higher education compared 305 

to the scheduled castes students from Arts stream. Most of the sample prefers Arts subjects (non-306 

technical) than Science or other technical subjects. Majority of the sample opine that higher 307 

education is time consuming and it is preferred by them because of the reason of job security.   308 

CONCLUSION: 309 

An individual’s attitude towards any activity may affect the end product. If an individual does 310 

not do activity with enjoyment and good attitude, he will not be able to get success in his 311 

occupation. In fact, students’ attitude towards their education, whether at the higher level or 312 

lower level affects their academic achievement. The investigator therefore tried to make a 313 

comparative study of attitude of male and female scheduled castes students, rural and urban 314 

scheduled castes students and the scheduled castes students from Science stream and Arts 315 

stream. The investigator found that majority of the students were continuing their higher 316 

education for certain personal issues and getting a good employment opportunity. Their opinion 317 

clearly reveals that there is tendency to get good job after completion of their higher education. 318 

The study clearly shows that there exists significant difference in attitude of male and female 319 

scheduled castes students, urban and rural scheduled castes students and scheduled castes 320 

students from Science stream and Arts stream. 321 
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