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This research examines methods for measuring spatial adaptability along Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 

corridors in the urban setting of Guatemala. The research highlights that this adaptability is based on 

three complementary dimensions: 

1. The urban model (density, land use, building configuration),  

2. Legislation (zoning, land restrictions),  

3. Ease of access (travel time, connections, distance to services). 

The researchers suggest a methodological approach for evaluating these three elements jointly at the local 

level to better understand urban areas' ability to adjust to the transformations brought about by transport 

infrastructure such as BRT. 

 

Strengths : 

 1. Relevant study context: Guatemala, faced with rapid urbanisation and public transport needs, 

represents an intriguing subject for study that is still largely unexplored in the literature. 

 2. Integrated and innovative strategy: The union of the three aspects (form, regulation, accessibility) to 

assess adaptability is unique and conceptually robust. 

 3. Detailed description of methodology: Use of geospatial analysis (GIS), numerical indicators, and 

normative data appropriate to the urban level. 

 4. Practical vision: The work is action-oriented and can serve as a guide for urban leaders. 

 

Weaknesses 

 1. Lack of detailed empirical validation: Although the methodology is sound, the paper would greatly 

benefit from more tangible results from practical applications or post-BRT evaluations. 

 2. Limited mapping and visualisation: The application of spatial maps and graphs could be improved to 

deepen the analysis of the territory. 

 3. Language is sometimes too technical: Some sections could be simplified to make them easier for 

practitioners to understand. 

 4. Insufficient comparison: The text could better contextualise Guatemala's experience by comparing it 

with other Latin American cities that have set up BRTs (e.g. Bogotá, Mexico City, Lima). 

 

This work is likely to be published after minor modifications. 

The paper proposes a relevant, innovative, and applicable theoretical and methodological framework. It is 

a relevant contribution to the study of urban planning, transport, and land use, specifically for the fast-

growing cities of Latin America. With a few empirical and visual modifications, it is perfectly qualified 

for publication in an international academic journal such as IJAR. 

 


