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Reviewer’s Comment for Publication:

The study reveals a high prevalence (38.2%) of dental caries among primary school children in Lufwanyama
district, predominantly influenced by modifiable factors such as dietary habits and oral hygiene practices.
Addressing these factors through community education, promoting regular brushing, and dietary modifications
could significantly reduce the disease burden. The findings emphasize the need for preventive strategies and
routine dental health education targeting this vulnerable population.

Reviewer’s Comment / Report

Strengths:

1.

Comprehensive Methodology: The study employs a cross-sectional design with a sizeable sample of
1,228 pupils, enhancing the reliability of prevalence estimates and associations.

2. Use of Qualified Examiners: Dental examinations were conducted by a registered dentist, ensuring
accurate clinical assessments.

3. Multifactorial Analysis: The study investigates various factors, including dietary habits, oral hygiene
practices, and perceptions, providing a holistic understanding of contributors to dental caries.

4. Public Health Relevance: The findings are directly applicable to policy formulation and intervention
planning in similar settings.

Weaknesses:

1. Limited Generalizability: Being confined to Lufwanyama district, results may not be representative of
other regions or populations.

2. Subjective Data Collection: Some information, especially dietary habits and perceptions, was self-
reported, which could lead to recall or social desirability bias.

3. Potential Confounding Factors: Although multivariate analysis was performed, unmeasured
confounders like socioeconomic status and access to dental care may influence findings.

4. Limited Longitudinal Data: As a cross-sectional study, causality cannot be established between

identified factors and dental caries.



