
 

 

Assessing The Ukraine-Russia Conflict: A Threat to Global Energy 1 

Security and The Prospect of a Third World War 2 

 3 

Abstract 4 

This work evaluates a Ukraine Russia conflict of being a threat to global energy security 5 

and evaluate how it may potentially lead to third world war. The impact of the war is elaborated 6 

concerning disruptions in the energy supply, especially in Europ, where the reliance on Russian 7 

oil and gas has been reported as the major weakness. In view of understanding the role of energy 8 

resources within the framework of international relations, it is necessary to pointing out the role 9 

of the conflict in restructuring the energy market in the enhancement of geopolitical tensions, and 10 

further popularizing the issue of energy diversification. Furthermore, the paper assesses the 11 

current role of NATO, the EU, and other world actors in relation to the war, and analyzes the 12 

possibility of the war turning into a world military conflict. The study provides a detailed review 13 

of the possible steps toward de-escalation, individual actors‘ rationality and interests and the 14 

stakes of global security, energy resource, and diplomacy for the continuation of instability by 15 

specifying the impacts on global peace and security. 16 

Keywords: Ukraine, Russia, Global energy politics, Third world war, American Elections, 17 

National Interests. 18 

Introduction 19 

The Ukraine-Russia conflict based on Russia‘s annexation of Crimea in 2014 and the 20 

subsequent escalation in conflict since the invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 is now one of 21 

the most severe geopolitical crises in the twenty-first century. This war has not only reformulate 22 

Europe‘s political–military structures but also impacted world energy security and the 23 

distribution of power in the world. While the situation ispanically settled with ceasefires, it 24 

remains as one of the most threatening conflicts to the stability of international energy supply 25 

given that Russia is a leading world producer of natural gas; and oil. , there is also concern over 26 

the increase in military tensions and calling some experts have characterized the scenario as one 27 

that could lead to a Third World War(Forsberg & Patomäki, 2023). The role of the conflict in 28 



 

 

energy security is rather complex. Russia has had a strong influence on the energy sector 29 

internationally and Europe particularly since the latter relies in large extent in pipelines from the 30 

former for natural gas supply. Because of the war, targeted sanctions have been applied, energy 31 

supplies were interrupted, and the focus of energy imports has shifted. When European countries 32 

wanted to cut their reliance on Russian oil and gas, the international market was unpredictable, 33 

with oil and gas prices rising and falling and non-conventional energy sources being considered 34 

more often. They pointed out that disruptions in supply chains bitten the EU as well as the effects 35 

of the western sanctions slamming Russia has been felt cross the globe affecting developing 36 

nations, energy prices and the general stability of the global market (Balmaceda, 2007). The 37 

events in Ukraine and Russia are not only an opportunity for an energy supply crisis, but also 38 

with a broader geopolitical impact. The conflict has further escalated relations between NATO 39 

and Russia and revived some fears of the direct armed conflict that have origins in the Cold War. 40 

As both Russia and the West have aligned their forces, accumulated forces and have been 41 

proxying local conflicts, the risk of a full scale, multi-front war is still very real. Going by 42 

Russia‘s recent actions to name specific countries it regards as its enemies and use harsh 43 

language that explicitly referred to nuclear capability, the world increasingly thinks that there 44 

could be a third world war and this has ignited debates. Being involved key states of the USA, 45 

the countries of the European union and China the situation is gradually gaining a confrontation 46 

as for an international system and as for the efficacy of the diplomacy for non-escalation of the 47 

war (Müller-Kraenner, 2008). Similar in terms of explaining the issue of the conflict between 48 

Ukraine and Russia, are the flipped patterns of Geopolitical alliances and the workspace of Non-49 

State actors, including PMCs and energy firms. The war has prompted new partnerships, revives 50 

the archenemies‘ enmity, and accelerate the quest for sovereignty on energy and military status 51 

among nations. It has revealed weaknesses of the old order, including the globalization of energy 52 

dependence, and has prompted countries to reconsider their safety paradigms(Correlje & Van der 53 

Linde, 2006). This paper aims at analyzing the complex significance of the Ukraine-Russia 54 

conflict mainly on energy security of the world and the possibility of its extension to the Third 55 

World War. In particular, this study seeks to provide a detailed understanding of various 56 

implications of the crisis considering political, economical, and military viewpoints and therefore 57 

reveal possible threats connected with the conflict in addition to its impact on the sphere of 58 

international peace and security. This will also present an analysis of the part played by global 59 



 

 

organizations, the other regional actors and diplomacy in addressing the effects of the crisis and 60 

potential ways of avoiding the exacerbation of the situation. Finally, this research was intended 61 

to advance the discussion around the conflict in Ukraine and Russia in terms of its potential to 62 

alter the global energy relations and the course of the world diplomacy(Frederick et al., 2023). 63 

Problem Statement 64 

Conflict between the Ukraine and Russia continued for many years, Russia officially 65 

invaded Ukraine without approval in February 2022, which turned into the biggest world 66 

problem interfering with the international energy market and having the ability to create a 67 

maximum military conflict as well. Russia stands out as the third-party largest producer, and the 68 

second-largest exporter of oil and natural gas; its military aggression has disturbed stable supply 69 

sources and long-standing energy relationships particularly in Europe – which has led to an 70 

escalated instability in the energy supply and has prompted geopolitical reappraisal of source 71 

dependencies. These disruptions have not only caused steep inflation in the energy prices but 72 

also created threat for energy scarcity especially vulnerable developing countries, which are 73 

prone to world‘s supply disruptions. It has become equally clear that the current conflict has been 74 

the tip of the iceberg of global energy insecurity that has resulted from the growing 75 

interconnectivities between energy supply and demand, availability, and geopolitics. However, 76 

the conflict in Ukraine-Russia has increased geopolitical risk especially with NATO and Russia. 77 

With the escalation of the military confrontation, with more and more important Western allies 78 

sendingUG more and more sophisticated weapons to Ukraine and with the evident nuclear 79 

blackmail launched by Russia, many have expressed the fear that the Ukrainian conflict may 80 

become a world war. The participation of such considerable countries as the USA, the European 81 

Union and China combining with the potential for further regional or even global escalation in 82 

the military level has raised anxiety level of the international community, many experts referring 83 

to this as the potential Third World War. However, as much as focus and resources have been 84 

directed towards addressing this crisis, there is still limited research that presents an 85 

understanding regarding the relationship between geopolitics and energy as constituents of 86 

conflict, and how these two relate as agents of instability. In particular, there is a necessity to 87 

evaluate a set of consequences of the continuation of this war on the development of the 88 



 

 

international energy security, global economy, balance of power, as well as a probability of an 89 

evolution of the war into a broader international war. 90 

 91 

Research Questions 92 

 In what ways has the conflict between Ukraine and Russia destabilized energy security in the 93 

world especially to Europe? 94 

 How short-term and long-term consequences affect the conflict on global energy markets oil 95 

and gas prices energy supply chains and alternatives? 96 

 In what way does the energy dependence on Russia define the foreign policies and security 97 

strategies of the concerned countries predominantly in European region? 98 

 What were new shifts as the conflict via geopolitical lines between Russia and NATO and 99 

other world powers and what could be next level risks? 100 

 What is the odds with which the Ukraine-Russia conflict may turn into a military conflict 101 

involving the whole world, the probability of the third world war? 102 

 Given the threat of another military confrontation and mid-east oil export disruption what 103 

diplomatic, military and strategic measures can be employed by the world community to 104 

contain the threat and preserve stability in the world‘s supply oil and gas markets? 105 

Research Objectives 106 

 To examine the effect of the conflict between Ukraine and Russia on global energy security 107 

in terms of the disruption of supply chains, volatility in prices in oil and gas and the turn 108 

towards the sources of alternative energy. 109 

 The following ideas are assigned to its analysis: In the context of the conflict, what is the 110 

place of Russian fuel and energy exports in the world political processes and how energy-111 

importing countries adapted their energy policies and security concepts? 112 

 To analyze the future geopolitical impact of the conflict in the form of the risk of the turning 113 

of the war into the more large-scale conflict and to discuss the significance of the global 114 



 

 

military conflict in terms of its impact on the relations between countries, as well as the 115 

peacekeeping process. 116 

 To explore prospects for economic and political impact of the conflict on the global 117 

economy and international relations, with emphasis put on the relations between energy 118 

security, military force, and geopolitics. 119 

 In order to offer recommendations on how exactly energy security could be avoided and the 120 

situation between Ukraine and Russia does not turn into a big war. 121 

Significance of Research 122 

 This research is highly significant due to the intersection of two of the most pressing 123 

global concerns in the 21st century: Business risk factors such as energy security on the 124 

international business relationship and geopolitical stability. The Ukraine-Russia conflict has 125 

already affected the global energy markets and Europe in a special manner because, with the help 126 

of energy supply, Russia significantly influenced Ukraine‘s state and population. Mitigating these 127 

disruptions and predicting their additional consequences for the energy security all over the 128 

world is crucial for making future decisions in the sphere of energy politics and for increasing 129 

the stability of supply chains in the case of geopolitical conflicts. Also, the continued perpetual 130 

of the Ukraine-Russia war poses a high threat to international peace and security in the sense that 131 

the conflict may extend to a third world war. This research is going to help in understanding a 132 

little more what are the consequences of military escalation, who are the key players, like NATO, 133 

United States, or Russia, and how all of this is interconnected and forms modern interstate 134 

relations. Achieving these objectives, the research will make a significant contribution towards 135 

ongoing debate of how global energy security could be effectively managed in the face of rising 136 

insecurity in today‘s world. It will also provide specific guidance on recommendations to 137 

regional and global actors on measures to be taken in order to avoid the risk of escalation and 138 

how to achieve stability of both the energy sector and relations between countries. This happened 139 

most especially because, as this study would reveal, the Ukraine-Russia conflict poses a vexing 140 

set of intertwined problems for policymakers, diplomats, and international organizations. 141 

Literature Review 142 



 

 

 This text describes an inter-sectoral investigation of the Ukraine-Rus conflict 143 

emphasizing historical, geopolitical, and identity factors that led to the current state of affairs. 144 

The principal objective of the research will be to pay attention to the roles of the histories, the 145 

political systems and the nationalistic identities of Ukraine and Russia in explaining the conflict. 146 

The study is aware of the fact that conflict between Ukraine and Russia does not stem from one 147 

cause or circumstance, but is caused by historical, cultural, economic and political factors. It is 148 

therefore the aim of this research to examine how these factors have contributed to lead to the 149 

recent escalation of tensions resulting in armed conflict. Implicitly, the author alludes to the fact 150 

that a closer examination of such multifaceted aspects as historical animosities, changes in the 151 

position of states, material concerns, and nationalism, opens the main keys to understanding the 152 

basic roots of the present-day conflict(Kratochvíl & Tichỳ, 2013).  However, it is maybe 153 

important to notice that this study is set apart from the others by its interdisciplinary focus. To 154 

achieve this, the research synthesizes techniques and theories from various disciplines, including 155 

history, political science, international relations, sociology, and cultural studies, in analysing the 156 

conflict, in an effort to provide a broader and complex understanding of the conflict. This 157 

approach seeks to be used instead of strictly political or military one as the adjuvant of 158 

sociocultural viewpoint for tracing the incentives and emotions of both Ukraine and Russia. 159 

Indeed, such an approach is highly relevant in the context of the fact that the conflict is not only 160 

interstate and regional, but also based on the elements of the identity and ideological discussions, 161 

as well as direct impact from the external geopolitical factors(Bahgat, 2006). To this end, this 162 

research incorporates a wide array of the sources, in the form of primary materials and sources, 163 

related literature, references to archival data and publication, as well as contemporary news 164 

articles. This methodology approach makes the study historical while at the same time making it 165 

contemporaneous with the constantly changing war scenario as it is today. The application of 166 

such diverse sources will make it possible for the study to obtain the historical processes which 167 

have influenced the state of conflict between Ukraine and Russia as well as the current factors 168 

which keep on influencing the process(Havlik, 2010).  This study explores the impact of the 169 

ongoing conflicts in Palestine and Ukraine on three major economic corridors: three of such 170 

economic corridors includes China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), India Middle East 171 

Economic Corridor (IMEEC), and International North South Transport Corridor (INSTC). They 172 

are important for economic connectivity for regional and international trade in South Asian 173 



 

 

countries and the middle-east. The chapter also exposes how, due to the wars in Palestine and 174 

Ukraine, crucial trade corridors have been distorted and investment patterns shift, notably in the 175 

geopolitically contentious SSE region and the Middle East(Bocse, 2020). 176 

The analysis is concerned with the impact of these conflicts on geopolitics that has caused 177 

changes in the trends of trading, economic and political partnership. Recognising that these wars 178 

have brought about changes in economic planning strategies as well as in the relations between 179 

the nations, the study evaluates the impact by adopting a literature review of research that has 180 

gone before and a scrutiny of case studies. For instance, conflict in Ukraine affects the relation 181 

between European nation and Russia directly implicating the trade through INSTC owing to their 182 

affects on the supply of energy resources, similarly the conflict in Palestine and scale of violence 183 

throughout the Middle Eastern nations affects the steadiness of the commerce and investment 184 

through IMEEC directly. This paper convincingly argues that both of these conflicts have given 185 

rise to new problems for the economic corridors, such as shifting in bilateral and multilateral 186 

cooperation and breaking up trade relationships(Tunsjø, 2011).Based on the conflicts this 187 

research outlines several challenges; dilution of regional integration and change of allegiance 188 

that has supported these economic corridors. However, as countries define new roles in the new 189 

relations, the trade networks which were former stable are now instable. The study emphasizes 190 

that, what such geopolitical tensions distort is not just the direct trade flows but also other 191 

economic development objectives, in the contemplated regions.HOWEVER, to minimize the 192 

impact of these disruptions, the study recommends that countries involved in these economic 193 

corridors should enhance diplomatic practice, regional integration and take advantage of strategic 194 

partnership. In doing so nations can secure the trade interests as well as other important sea lines 195 

of communication along with bearing the political risks. The study says that cooperation will be 196 

important in order to fix the economic disruptiveness resulting from conflicts, since it can also 197 

help maintain the flow of goods, investments and stability(Tunsjø, 2011).Therefore, it is the 198 

study‘s main message that when global pressures like those in Palestine and Ukraine exist, the 199 

most acute conflicts affecting the key economic routes, their functionality and the further 200 

evolution of regional economies must be resolved through collective, international efforts. It 201 

becomes clear that through diplomacy, economic relations between nations can align themselves 202 

to new geopolitical realities, and therefore strive to sustains stability in these areas. 203 



 

 

 This text presents great power rivalry in Africa as a complex phenomenon that impacts 204 

nearly all the aspects of the continent such as stability, and development as well as security and 205 

governance. The research questions seek to establish more information about the role of the 206 

superpowers in the consideration of the continent as well as catalogue their actions, impacts and 207 

strategies being placed on Africa. The term, great power competition does not refer to a war in 208 

the conventional sense, but a competition between the super powers on multiple ragne of 209 

interests where everyone has their own goals and ways of operation(Walton, 2007).According to 210 

the text, Africa is now turning slowly into a playing ground for world powers; for the US, China, 211 

Russia as well as the EU, all world powers seek to expand their influence across the region. 212 

These powers use many tactics to realize objectives – economic initiatives, defense cooperation, 213 

diplomacy, and promotion of concrete political entities or governments. Although the causes of 214 

these actions are also depicted as arising from developmental and humanitarian objectives, there 215 

are stronger undercurrent suggestions that these essent행 are firmly rooted in strategic power 216 

politics and concerned fundamentally with the struggle for resources, markets, and geo-strategic 217 

advantage in world affairs(Bukhari, Iqbal, & Khan, 2024).One of the main directions discussed is 218 

the possible effect of this competition on the stability of Africa. Some scholars opine that the 219 

participation of major world players can worsen existing disputes, increases the likelihood of 220 

conflict and attain military-like control over certain territories: ……increase the likelihood of 221 

‗proxy wars‘ or indirect confrontation…… In the same process the study reveals that this 222 

competition impacts on governance structures within African nation states and international 223 

actors take sides with different regimes and thereby begin to manipulate domestic politics, 224 

leadership and policies often at the detriment of ‗democratization‘ or even the overall national 225 

development(Khattak et al., 2018).This is well demonstrated by the fact that great power 226 

competition also affects economic development. International actors including global powers 227 

might source and grant investments, foreign assistance, or market access but these are sometimes 228 

Auxiliary with the interests of the global players in mind, and may not necessarily meet the 229 

developmental and, consequently, the sustainable needs or the aspirations of African countries. 230 

Articulated hidden is the dire notion that whilst Africa on social account may gain economically 231 

via interaction with the outside world, then these advantages may be associated with cost or may 232 

lead to relationships that are not healthy for the growth of the African continent(Umbach, 233 

2010).Laying out the general context of global rivalry, the text underlines the best understand it 234 



 

 

as not a simple struggle between powers but a bargaining game that might influence African 235 

countries in both ways – positively and negatively. Foreign participation is thus a double edged 236 

sword because while it offers a base for foreign investors to enjoy the returns on their 237 

investments this same broad participation increases the prospects of diminished sovereignty 238 

within the African countries or increased division amongst state‘s within the continent(Dibb, 239 

2019). 240 

 This paper examines the complex interactions of proxy wars and militancy in Africa, 241 

which are primarily influenced by Franco-Russian geopolitical rivalry. It is involved areas of 242 

conflicts including the Central African Republic, Mali and Libya where the two powers have in 243 

the past used force, proxy militias to control factions and armed groups for their self interests and 244 

resources. Through analyzing these areas of discussion, the study shows that France alongside 245 

Russia take advantage of local conflicts to gain a broader space of influence within the African 246 

region not sparing common international principles such as sovereignty and stability for the 247 

nations in question(Domingues, 2021).It also looks at the background of these interactions 248 

especially with regard to the settlers‘ experience in most of the Africa‘s colony nations. Most 249 

African countries are ex-colonies of European countries, and especially France and there exist 250 

political and economical links most commonly in neocolonialist manner. These agreements help 251 

to pull African nations into French association through military obligations, political and 252 

economic entwinement that makes dependency. This is an important aspect of the factors that 253 

exists at play since France and Russia rely on historical relations and alliances as a way of 254 

dominating the affairs of the African continent, since they influence local militia with the 255 

intention of protecting their interests(Angevine et al., 2019).One of the principal aspects of the 256 

research is the comparison of the French and Russian policies on the African continent. France 257 

which has been existing in the region for quite some time uses military might, formation of 258 

economic alliances and the political power. While other countries, like Russia, have become 259 

more aggressive in the last few years, this has done by the use of private military security 260 

companies, such as the Wagner Group‘s intrusion into Libya and Mali through economic 261 

agreements. Both powers, however, want some kind of control over Africa‘s natural wealth, such 262 

as minerals, oil and natural gas, which are vital to their own economies and a component of their 263 

struggle for hegemony. What is more important, this struggle for resources intensifies existing 264 



 

 

conflicts because it results in the use of resources for the further armed conflicts(Jansen & 265 

Seebregts, 2010).The study also emphasizes massive human costs of these geopolitical 266 

competitions. The crisis that has been caused by French and Russian involvement has migration, 267 

violation of rights, and loss of property across the country. Besides the human costs of these 268 

conflicts, the study also focuses on the cost of these long-drawn conflicts. Foreign interest 269 

exploitation particularly of minerals results in conspicuous inequality where minority benefit 270 

while the larger population wallows in poverty, insecurity and lack of good opportunities. This 271 

exploitation of Africa natural endowment does not only aggravate existing conflicts but also 272 

hinders Africa general development and the ongoing search for sustainable peace(Ebrahim et al., 273 

2014). 274 

Beyond looking at the behavior of France and Russia, the study looks into the reactions 275 

of international actors like the United Nations and the African Union. Two of these are; The 276 

African Union body and the Economic Community of West African States both engage in 277 

conflict mediation and peace keeping within the continent but are hampered by political 278 

aggregation and logistical issues respectively. The study also measures the role of these 279 

organisations in regard to the effects of Franco-Russian animosities and other proxy wars in 280 

Africa, asserting that their abilities to contain the wars and contribute to the enhancement of 281 

security have been lukewarm due to continued power politics(Atanasov, 2023).Last, the study 282 

suggests a policy analysis intended to help alleviate conflict, promote stability and foster 283 

sustainable peace in Africa. These recommendations include and increased diplomatic foreign 284 

policy approach to African nations, as well as the capacity of regional institutions in Africa such 285 

as the African Union increase the attention given to long-term development and conflict 286 

resolution over Africa distended short-term political and economic interests. The study therefore 287 

discourages exploitative behavior and challenges the global community to respect the 288 

independence and development of African countries in as much as they compete internationally. 289 

In more detail, this research aims at revealing the main trends in Franco-Russian geopolitical 290 

rivalry in Africa and at analyzing the main implications of those maneuvers for African security 291 

and development, thereby offering important findings for policymakers, scholars, and 292 

representatives of international organizations who have to deal with the challenges that are 293 

stirred by the rivalry in question(Zakeri et al., 2022). The present article focuses on 294 



 

 

analyzing the ongoing Russian war in Ukraine addressing the topic of identity politics based on 295 

the theories by Francis Fukuyama and the civilization concept by Samuel Huntington. The 296 

overall thesis states that Referentization of Ukraine-Russia conflict can be discussed as the ―war 297 

for identity,‖ which means that the conflict is not an attempt to appropriate the power and 298 

resources but the attempt to reclaim, and alter Ukrainian cultural self-image and historiography. 299 

The findings of this particular study are that it is not a conventional geopolitical conflict for 300 

resources and respect for borders, but has a more cultural and historical agenda(Orban, 2008).To 301 

support this, the article turns to Huntington‘s civilizational model wherein the future wars would 302 

mostly be civilizational because they draw from different cultural and historical contexts. This 303 

framework asserted that the conflict between Russia and Ukraine can be categorised under such 304 

civilizational conflicts. In accordance with the ideas proposed in the article, the Russian invasion 305 

can be explained by two factors. First, the invading force – here Russia – is depicted as being 306 

inherently dissatisfied with its own heritage and, in its] war against the Ukrainian nation, poised 307 

to take over the Ukrainian cultural identity in an equally benighted effort to re-establish a 308 

missing empire. Second, the article looks into Russia as a region stranded between the east and 309 

the west civilizations which makes it have no specific civilization affiliation. Critics thus claimed 310 

that Russia is a ‗split‘ society, falling to opposite cultural factors that define its political and 311 

social matrix(Big-Alabo & MacAlex-Achinulo, 2022). 312 

The author of the article attributes the pro-active and menacing foreign policy which has 313 

been expressed by the Russian Federation in general and regarding Ukraine in particular to the 314 

identity problem which the Russian Federation has been facing over the year, and it is an effort to 315 

create consolidated and strong cultural and political narrative. This crisis coupled with Russia‘s 316 

autocratic political system has given a long list of problems with its neighbors over border issues. 317 

Because Russia can be characterized as having a torn identity with the pull and tug between 318 

western and eastern civilizations, the country has had its fair share of conflict, internally and with 319 

its neighbours(Larrabee, 2010).In the light of this, the war in Ukraine is presented as a conflict 320 

over the ownership of historical and or cultural memory. This means that Russia wants to take 321 

over and re-establish control over Ukraine for more than just resources or hegemonic power, but 322 

for a reclamation of the historical legacy and narrative that Russia feels all too ready to enforce 323 

upon Ukraine and the rest of Europe. It is for this reason that the article posits that the war in 324 



 

 

Ukraine is a war of a new kind, a war of the post Cold war kind that is not for resource or 325 

strategic advantage but it is a war over identity, culture and imperial legacies(Jonsson & 326 

Norberg, 2022). The text is devoted to a forum that allows examining the Russian war 327 

against Ukraine in the micro level and through the personal experience of scholars affected by 328 

the war. While it does not claim a geopolitical analysis of such a global conflict, CWC‘s primary 329 

focus is more on the human perspective of the war while dealing with the aspects of the war and 330 

human experience during that time with much concentration given to the most basic human 331 

element; the family. This is well illustrated in the contributions in the forum where people 332 

explain how the war not only is transforming territories but is also fragmenting people‘s lives. 333 

The authors explore the vicarious interviewing of those impacted in the community where the 334 

conflict plays out, and the ways in which conflict occurs on the ground, beyond formal political 335 

discourses(Van de Graaf & Colgan, 2017).The contributions focus on diverse ‗forms of 336 

bordering‘, that is, the concrete and existential barriers generated by the war. These borders are 337 

not geographical borders setting out territories or countries, but rather the borders in social-338 

emotional aspects of peoples‘ lives influencing the families and personal identities. This idea of 339 

‗situated bordering‘ addresses the idea of personal costs of geopolitics where political, economic 340 

events are more than just signs of political and economic disruption, but it is also ringing true in 341 

people‘s lives(Leung et al., 2014).  342 

In essence, the forum which largely comprises of faceless populous‘ portrayal of war 343 

brings out the confrontation in a relapse of day-to-day human experiences of the war. Hence, the 344 

contributions distanced the analysis of wartime from the polis and gross political/military affairs 345 

and brought in the tent restorative-realistic aspects of war. Urging to follow this perspective as of 346 

a preventive measure when there is no time to consider the effects of geopolitical dynamics on 347 

local lives and their becoming alongside political events(Costantini et al., 2007). 348 

Research Gap 349 

 Energy Security Disruptions: While reports of the energy supply chain disruptions, energy 350 

price volatility and energy diversification efforts are increasingly being published especially 351 

in Europe, there is little comparative analysis on the impact of these global disruptions of 352 

world energy markets, especially the energy vulnerable developing nations. 353 



 

 

 Geopolitical and Economic Interconnections: Although there are research papers analyzing 354 

the geopolitical structure that exist between NATO, Russia, and the other world powers, 355 

there is a lack of research that seeks to establish how, and to what extent the above countries 356 

depend on energy. For instance, how do energy regimes of global powers affect their 357 

diplomacy approaches to the conflict? In what ways have has these policies influenced the 358 

economic relationship with Russia and other producers of energy ? little was done to dissect 359 

the secondary and probably more severe impacts of the conflict on global markets outside 360 

the energy market including trade imbalances, inflationary and regional stability impacts. 361 

 Risk of Global Conflict: While the possibility of the conflict enhancing into a larger–scale 362 

conflict including Third World War is often analyzed by media outlets and policymakers, 363 

theoretical and empirical literature on that has not been systematically researched in depth. 364 

There is still much more to be done on the contingency of how military escalation might 365 

proceed, the place of nuclear weapons, and the political constellations leading to great power 366 

war. 367 

 Policy and Strategic Responses: Current policy literature lacks detailed prescriptions for how 368 

energy security policy needs to evolve to meet current and future vulnerabilities as well as 369 

underlying geopolitical risks. Although many papers concentrate on sanctions or military 370 

actions, the number of papers that discusses the need for proper strategies combination in 371 

terms of energy, security, and diplomacy is significantly lower. 372 

Theoretical Framework 373 

 Realism (Geopolitical and Security Studies):    Classical realism and structuraist realism 374 

provide analytical tools for viewing the state action in world politics as reflecting the power, 375 

security, and survival imperative in a condition of anarchy. Posing a threat to the sovereignty 376 

of a great power, Realist theories focus on military and strategic power for managing global 377 

affiliation and antagonism, Making the conflict between Ukraine and Russia 378 

comprehensible. An analysis of the Russo-Ukrainian conflict and NATO dynamics and the 379 

international players‘ actions and decisions will pertain to the power relations aspect of the 380 

studied theory. Realist views will also be applied when analyzing the nature of the conflict 381 

and possibility of the war getting out of proportions and beginning on an international scale, 382 

the role of military threats and balance of power and security dilemma. 383 



 

 

 384 

 Energy Security Theory (International Political Economy):  Energy security theory deals 385 

with the possibility of states to gain cheap and permanent access to energy resources and the 386 

challenges connected with energy vulnerabilities and shocks. This theory is specifically 387 

important for the Ukraine-Russia conflict given Russia‘s position as a dominant source of 388 

fossil fuels for Europe and subsequently, the unsettled global energy supply chain that the 389 

conflict has produced. Energy security theory will be used to establish the way that the war 390 

has threatened energy supply, the ways in which countries have sought to adapt to such 391 

occurrences while embracing diverse sources of energy as well as the effects of such 392 

changes on the global economy. It will also be used to understand how energy dependencies 393 

define foreign policy especially in energy consuming countries and how this policy impacts 394 

on the security architecture of the world. 395 

 Geopolitical Theories (Regional and Global Geopolitics): Geopolitics theories deal with 396 

analysis of space and location that determines powers in politics as well as relations in the 397 

world. Regarding Ukraine-Russia conflict, theories of geopolitics will bring understanding 398 

of how key aspects like nearness, energy corridors and sphere control influence the action of 399 

Russia, NATO and European Union. From the geopolitical point of view which accentuates 400 

state territory, access to energy resources and the power struggle the conflict as to whether 401 

Ukraine is a Russian sphere of influence or Western allied country may be best understood. 402 

Furthermore, geopolitical theories will assist evaluate on how the shift in world power 403 

relations for instance rising of China power and decline in powers of U.S. in some regions is 404 

playing the Ukraine crisis and possibility of war expansion. 405 

Research Methodology 406 

For this study, the research method will be a qualitative; interdisciplinary and literature-407 

based research enhanced by case study examination of the subject at hand: The Ukraine-Russia 408 

conflict and its likelihood to create a Third World War as well as the method that may be used to 409 

measure the disruption it has created in the quest for energy security in the world today. This 410 

approach is necessary to better understand the geopolitical, economic and strategic aspects of the 411 

conflict and analyze both frequency and content of the messages exchanged. 412 



 

 

 413 

 Interviews of  Experts:  Primary research interviews with limited structure will involve 414 

academic professionals in energy security, international relations and military science. The 415 

experts may include scholars, diplomats, specialist from oil and energy sectors as well as 416 

from the UN, NATO, or the International Energy Agency among others. These interviews 417 

will assist in gaining enhanced understandings of general dynamics of the conflict, current 418 

diplomacy and military actions, as well as difficulties of managing energy insecurity in the 419 

context of occurring military conflict. 420 

 Document Analysis:  Another main part of the research will be based on the policy 421 

analysis of the key policy documents and the governmental reports as well as the statements 422 

of the NATO, EU, UN and other international organizations. They will be studied to identify 423 

the measures put in place to prevent energy interuptions and avoid the escalation of the 424 

conflict. This involves analyzing missiles sanctions, diplomatic mean, energy perspective 425 

carried out by different actors in the conflict. 426 

 Scenario Modeling and Risk Assessment:  In a bid to estimate the probability of an 427 

increased level of the Ukraine-Russia conflict into a more general conflict, the research will 428 

use qualitative risk analysis tools. This will involve evaluating problem areas related to chief 429 

geopolitics threats and military factors such NATO participation, utilization of nuclear 430 

weapons, and prospect of greater regional conflicts in Europa Orientale or elsewhere. Using 431 

the current state of military technologies, the current international relations and alliances, 432 

different conflict escalation situations will be painted. 433 

 Quantitative Data Analysis:  However, while this study will be mostly based on the case-434 

study approach, the key variables will be qualitative; while besides sections identifying 435 

hypotheses and quantitative data like energy price trends, the figure of gas exported, or 436 

military expenditures will be included for support. Information about the changes in the 437 

energy market around the world, the trends in Russia‘s energy sales, and the effect of energy 438 

deficits will add a layer of the general economic end-result of the clash. 439 
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Limitations of the Study 443 

 Access to Primary Data:   Since Russia chooses to wage a continuous war, some forms of 444 

primary data may be restricted or inaccessible. For instance, scanning of government or 445 

intelligence reports on specialized areas may lead to restrictions because of national security 446 

concerns or getting real time data from sources in Russia, Ukraine, or conflicted regions may 447 

be also challenging. 448 

 Uncertainty of Future Developments:     Currently the dispute between Ukraine and Russia 449 

is still rife and therefore the direction of the conflict is unknown. Consequently, the 450 

consequences of these changes for energy markets and the capacity of the conflict to develop 451 

into a larger war and other shifting geopolitical consequences might postdate the end of this 452 

study. The study will utilize the existing trends and forecast from bodies of authority, but 453 

such forecasts can never be entirely accurate. 454 

 Bias and Political Sensitivity:  Owing to the political sensitivity of the conflict between 455 

Ukraine and Russia there is a high likelihood that the information within the sources could 456 

be tainted in terms of bias coming from players within the conflict zone. For instance, 457 

quantitative data obtained from official statements or reports provided by Russian, 458 

Ukrainian, or any Western sources may be colored by that author‘s national or political bias, 459 

which may distort the data interpretation. To control for bias situations where information 460 

will have to be gathered from different sources, to avoid contradiction will be undertaken. 461 

 Geopolitical Complexity:   More to it, there exist tight geopolitical struggles related to the 462 

Ukraine Russia conflict situation which change often. There are many players, and each has 463 

its own goals – while NATO and the EU expect other actors (such as China or other regional 464 

powers) to shoulder some of the burden as well, these actors have their own conceptions of 465 

regional stability as well. Nevertheless, few certain actors and trends will be in the focus of 466 

this study, while it is impossible to describe all the geopolitical subtleties in details. 467 

 Energy Market Volatility:  There are various factors beyond the outside world that 468 

affect the global energy market, which in turn affects the results of this research study. For 469 

example, cataclysms such as natural disasters, severe flu outbreaks or unpredictable 470 



 

 

fluctuations of global oil and gas production can change energy prices and supply chains and 471 

it is nearly impossible to foresee all possible subsequent energy security concerns. 472 

 Limited Focus on Non-Energy Dimensions:   Despite the fact that the study will analyze 473 

the conflict within the EU energy security and military contexts of Ukraine and Russia, 474 

certain aspects of the conflict like humanitarian aspect, internal Ukrainian politics or socio-475 

economic consequences are not going to be adressaed. These are important aspects of the 476 

conflict but lie beyond the range of focus of this study. 477 

 Technological and Energy Transitions:  The study assumes that energy transitions like 478 

transition to renewable energy or realization of new technologies will proceed at the same 479 

rate. Nevertheless, it is important to recognize that new technological developments, or 480 

shifts in policy that can quickly offset the direction of global power capability, and 481 

international relations of energy security might not have been captured within the scope of 482 

this research period. 483 

Discussion 484 

 The bitter and still escalating Russian – Ukrainian economic war has directly influencing 485 

the European energy security. Having natural gas and oil resources, Russia ranked one of the top 486 

global providers for energy resources to the European market. The war has distorted them 487 

moreover increased the fluctuations in the prices and revealed the weaknesses of the European 488 

energy systems. This disruption has served to destabilise energy security both within Europe and 489 

in the wider global international system and the long-term implications of this remain 490 

uncertain(Costantini et al., 2007).Before the situation worsened in 2022 Russia supplied about 491 

40% of the EU‘s imported natural gas and many central and eastern European countries 492 

depended on Russian gas. Ukraine was also a pipeline transit country for Russian natural gas, 30 493 

percent of which exports to Europe transited through Ukraine. Nonetheless, as fighting escalated, 494 

Russia turned off the EU‘s gas supply, including to Ukraine and many other nations, this went a 495 

long way in causing a gas shortage in Europe area(Emiliozzi et al., 2024).Even before the present 496 

conflict in Ukraine, European reliance on Russian energy was a big concern: Russia provided 497 

about 40% of the EU‘s natural gas imports, 27% of its oil imports, and 46% of its coal imports in 498 

2021. This situation, however, intensified during the conflict. Suddenly with Russia showing 499 

signs of weaponising energy exports by turning of the Supply to countries that supported 500 



 

 

Ukraine- Poland and Bulgaria and reduction of flow to other countries- Germany and France 501 

Europe was immediately in an energy crisis. In 2022, when Russia threatened to 502 

cease/discontinue supplies or reduce gas exports to Europe, the latter experienced an energy 503 

deficiency(Dinan et al., 2017). 504 

While, the Table 3 clearly indicates that as a result of such reforms higher natural gas 505 

prices prevailed in Europe. Speaking of Europe, natural gas price rose to over €300 per MWh in 506 

August 2022, while before the war it was about €20-30 per MWh. The boost of prices is 507 

attributed to concerns regarding additional disruption and doubts about the role of Russia as a 508 

supplier. This led to increased electrity prices, inflation and enhanced economic cost especially 509 

on energy hungry industries. For example, in the United Kingdom, the prices for electricity in 510 

2022 were more than 200% higher than in the previous year. Consumers in all the European 511 

countries experienced a sharp increase in the expenses on heat that in turn detrimentally affected 512 

business costs and, therefore, the growth rate of the economy(Wolff, 2015).However, it also 513 

unveiled major fault lines in Europe‘s energy system – the sudden sharp increase in the price of 514 

natural gas. The recent gas and oil cut by Russia has raised the alarm on how much Europe relied 515 

on Russian pipeline, including the Nord Stream 1 and even the completed but yet unused Nord 516 

Stream 2 pipeline. The only pipeline through which most of Russia‘s natural gas reached 517 

Germany, Nord Stream 1 was wholly shut down in September 2022. Several days after that, 518 

explosions in the Baltic Sea affected the Nord Stream 2 pipeline and worked for the disturbance 519 

of energy supplies again. These events and other failures to involve more infrastructure also 520 

indicate that the risk of geopolitical aspect important for relying on a single energy supplier, 521 

whose actions may involve using energy as a geopolitical weapon(Smith, 2011).Due to these 522 

shocks, the European union, and its member states embraced the concept of the Energy 523 

Diversification. EU has not taken lightly in efforts to diversify the sources of natural gas, by 524 

importing LNG from the US, Qatar and Algeria among others in a bid to cut its reliance on 525 

Russian energy. Increased from previous years, Europe imported 17 million tons of LNG from 526 

the United States in 2022 as it tried to diversify from Russian supplies. However the change to 527 

LNG has not been without its problems. LNG supply chains are less developed; the 528 

infrastructure for import and regasification costs and is limited. However, due to the global 529 

competition for the LNG it has raised the prices even higher not only for Europe but also for 530 

many other regions which rely on the fuel(ROZUMNY, 2023). 531 



 

 

It has also contributed this to a greater change in energy policies in Europe. The EU has 532 

accelerated the shift towards green energy, and the European Green Deal has emerged even 533 

more. Attempts to bring more renewable energy including wind, solar and hydrogen have been 534 

stepped up to quickly wean off dependency on fossil fuels. Nonetheless, as the changeover of 535 

generation is considered as important for energy security, sources of renewable energy are not 536 

quite effective in terms of the amount of energy that the Russian gas holds. Although EU‘s RU 537 

has increased over the years, there are however issues to do with its deployment, storage and 538 

ability to meet demand during certain times of day or year for example during the day when 539 

there is little sunlight or when there is no wind(Sokolsky, 2017).However, not only energy 540 

supply has been impacted by the conflict, but also the situation in the oil market has been closely 541 

influenced as well. Russia remains the second largest exporter of oil in the globe and the EU 542 

used to be a big customer for Russia‘s crude oil. DOWNLOAD IMAGE As to the invasion of 543 

Iraqi territory by Western nations, sanctions on Russian oil are as follows: In this regard, 544 

significant changes that preceded the invasion of Iraqi territory and affected the global oil market 545 

shifted quite rapidly. Whereas some EU countries – including Germany and Italy – can offset 546 

their Russian oil imports with Middle Eastern, US and African grades, others such as Hungary 547 

cannot. Together with the reduction in production by Russia and other OPEC+ members, the 548 

impact has produced higher global oil prices such that Brent crude oil reached above $130 per 549 

barrel in early 2022 from slightly more than $60 in early 2021(Nygren, 2007). 550 

The conflict impact on energy security is not only limited to Europe, though its influence 551 

crosses geographical borders. The war has therefore thrown the energy market dynamics 552 

especially for the developing nations, which rely on importing energy products from Russia. The 553 

highest energy price inflation has been registered in emergent economies especially in African, 554 

Asian and Latin America. These countries relying on Russian‘s oil and gass imports have had to 555 

increase the cost of energy which has promoted inflation and instability of their 556 

economy(Urciuoli et al., 2014).It has also increase pressure on the global energy system as the 557 

demand for its supply increases is also felt. The volatility that has characterized the pursuit of 558 

energy resources has worsened the pursuit of achieving affordable energy for everyone and the 559 

war has demonstrated the instability of global value chains. The global average natural gas price 560 

in 2022 was at 5.5 times its long-term average, which denotes an energy affordability question 561 

mark in the global advanced and emerging economies(Casier, 2011). The ongoing war between 562 



 

 

Ukraine and Russia has caused both the calamitous and long-term implications for global energy 563 

markets, oil and gas prices, energy delivery chains, and the creation of new, renewable energy 564 

sources. Some have manifested in such forms such as price fluctuations, disrupted supplies, and 565 

changing juncture in energy policies and investments(Mitchell & Vasquez, 2024).In the short 566 

term, what happened offered a taste of the consequences, most felt in the energy markets as 567 

Europe got a firsthand taste of a disruption of Russian oil, gas, and coal. Russia is the second 568 

biggest exporter of oil and the supplier of natural gas among Europe countries, that makes it set 569 

up the position on global energy markets. Again, at the beginning of the conflict in February 570 

2022, Russia challenged the export limit, which created abrupt supply disruptions. For instance, 571 

Russia‘s pipeline exports to EU decreased significantly – from 170 bcm in the previous year and 572 

to around 60 bcm in the current year. It was coupled with Russia‘s decision to suspend or cut 573 

deliveries to countries that backed Ukraine notably Poland, Bulgaria and the Baltic States 574 

making the European region further squeezed in supply(ACHUDUME, 2023). 575 

In turn to these disruptions, global prices of oil skyrocketed as illustrated here below. 576 

Brent crude – the international standard for oil – rose to more than $130 per barrel in March this 577 

year, from about $60 per barrel at the start of 2021. An identical picture emerged in natural gas 578 

prices where prices in Europe were recording their highest levels. For instance, the price of 579 

natural gas in Europe by August 2022 reached over €300 MWh, compared with the war levels in 580 

Europe of about €20-30 for per MWH. Such increase in prices was occasioned by concerns over 581 

renewed supply risks, cut in Russian exports, and heightened competition for spare energy 582 

supplies such as LNG. These increases in prices automatically translated into increase energy 583 

costs for consumer, industries, and businesses in Europe and globally and thus bring 584 

inflation(Torulagha, n.d.).Specific short-term effects, for example, worked to deepen many 585 

supply-chain disruptions in energy markets. When‖countries searched for the new sources of 586 

energy after being cut off from Russian supplies….‖, the overall demand for energy from other 587 

sources was meant, thus internationalizing the energy demands. For instance, the European 588 

Union in particular looked to LNG from the United States, Qatar and Algeria in place of Russian 589 

gas. The US LNG export to EU: In 2022, EU imported LNG worth 17 million tons from the US 590 

while in 2021, it imported only 5 million tons. But, LNG supply chain logistics are far more 591 

complex and expensive than pipelines hence most LNG regasification, storage and transportation 592 

facilities are scarce especially in countries with poorly developed port and receiving terminals. 593 



 

 

 Thus, even while other sources were being sought, costs and logistics constraints of 594 

switching to LNG made it impossible for many countries to fully diversify away from Russian 595 

gas in the short term(Olson & Lenzmann, 2016).These disturbances feathered energy supply 596 

chains and also impacted on oil markets. In the short term, after the conflict, the measure like 597 

sanctions on Russia with regards to America and EU banning Russian oil exported were some of 598 

the major ways that changed oil flow in the global market. New buyers seem to have exceeded 599 

traditional customers, particularly Europe, through which Russia drastically reduced its exports 600 

for oil in the recent past as the Asian market, particularly China and India, emerged as 601 

prospective consumers. Although Russia was in a position to redirect some of its oil exports to 602 

these markets the process was not smooth and led to serious imbalance in the supply of oil. 603 

Second, world demand for oil and gas has remained high as economies started to recover from 604 

the effects of the COVID-19 outbreak, effectively drawing energy markets even tighter(Benton 605 

et al., 2022). 606 

The impact of the conflict on the long-term evolution of energy markets is not yet fully 607 

clear, however, several factors are expected to redefine world energy policy and investment 608 

outlooks for years to come. Perhaps the most profound residual consequence is that the crisis 609 

precipitated Europe as a bloc to further shift its sources of energy supply and away from 610 

depending heavily on Russia. The European Union has laid out clear strategic goals to diversify 611 

from Russian oil and gas – namely, to reduce EU imports of Russian gas by 2/3 by the end of 612 

2022, and to completely eliminate EU‘s consumption of Russian energy by 2027. As lengthened 613 

economic horizons have raised the capital intensity of carbon-free power generation, investments 614 

in renewables like wind, solar, and hydrogen have received a major boost(Ellison et al., 2023). 615 

The EU‘s quest for greater energy self-sufficiency is also now leading to even more significant 616 

investments in fresh LNG-related infrastructure for import, in the form of terminals and storage 617 

destinations to receive growing LNG imports from other locales. In 2022 only, starting from 618 

Germany, the Netherlands and Poland several countries in the EU continue to ramp up the 619 

timeline for the new LNG terminal projects many of which have been either shelved or delayed 620 

because of high costs. The demands to diversify the energy sources have also led to enhanced 621 

cooperation with such countries as the United States, which delivers LNG to Europe and Qatar, 622 

which increases exports to satisfy growing European demand(Öniş & Yılmaz, 2016).Yet another 623 

long term impact of the conflict has been the shifting of the global oil markets. Since the Western 624 



 

 

countries imposed trade sanctions that limited Russian export of oil to Europe, Russia has sought 625 

other markets in Asia. India and China, two of the biggest nations using oil, have benefited from 626 

affordable Russian oil. Indeed, SE Asian Imports of Russian crude oil more than tripled between 627 

2021 and 2022, and India, in particular, buys Russian oil, at a deep discount, occasionally as 628 

much as 30% below the global average. This change in the geography of interdiction has led to 629 

increased disintegration of the world oil market as Europe, traditionally a consumer of Russian 630 

oil has been supplanted by new consumers in the East. Nevertheless, these changes are not 631 

without the market imperfection and great volatility because this chain market of oil is in the 632 

process of transformation(Bukhari, Khan, Noreen, et al., 2024a). 633 

Secondly, the relevance of concern relative to the long-term hazards of relying on fossil 634 

fuels have been asserted by the war in conjunction with increasing geopolitical tensions. This 635 

recognition is increasing pressure on governments & industries for faster switch to the green 636 

energy, clean energy. While RE source can reduce energy security threats in the long run, the 637 

transition is not easy and is expensive. Even as more money flows towards renewable energy 638 

sources, fossil fuels still accounts for a lion share of the energy generation shift and the speed of 639 

green energy revolution cannot cater for the energy demands of the world in the near 640 

future(Glanville & Pattison, 2024).The conflict has also brought to the foreground the problems 641 

of economic and environmental character linked with the use of oil. Although energy prices have 642 

continued to rise, the shift towards renewable sources of energy is going to call for massive 643 

capital investment, infrastructure and technology. The idea of energy security by having domestic 644 

production of energy and diversified imports as well as through the use of renewable energy 645 

sources is well understood by governments. However, the transition to green energy future will 646 

occur slowly and the international relations in energy field continue to be problematic(Bukhari, 647 

Khan, Noreen, et al., 2024b).In conclusion, the short-term impacts of the Ukraine-Russia conflict 648 

have been ugly characterized by shocks to energy supply and steep price hikes apart from 649 

volatility in the O&G business. These changes are expected to persist in the long run and may 650 

cause fundamental shifts in world energy security architectures, in the pace of the transition 651 

towards renewable sources and LNG facilities and in the patterns of States‘ oil exchange. These 652 

outcomes have made Europe and other areas reassess energy dependence and diversification, and 653 

other regions and countries to implement an urgent shift towards cleaner energy systems, as well 654 

as to build more resilient ones(Krickovic, 2015). 655 



 

 

 This paper explores ways in which energy dependence foreign policies and security 656 

strategies of European countries especially in the light of the present day geopolitical crunch and 657 

energy supply turmoil occasioned by the Russia Ukraine conflict. The partnership between 658 

Russia and Europe nowadays has been based on the fact that Russia has been a long-term 659 

supplier of energy in Europe and this factor has influenced greatly foreign policy, security and 660 

diplomacy of Europe(Glaser, 1993).For most of the beginning of the 21st century a vast number 661 

of European countries especially those in the central and eastern part of the continent have 662 

depended on Russia to supply them with natural gas, oil and coal. Russia has been the EU‘s 663 

leading provider of natural gas for many years, and as of 2021, it accounted for 40% of EU 664 

import of natural gas as well as a major source of imported oil for Europe. This has given rise to 665 

a web of energy interdependence between Europe and Russia where while energy forms a strong 666 

bond of economic cooperation it also forms a geopolitical risk. European countries have, over 667 

time, fine tuned their foreign policies for meeting their energy needs without straining their 668 

existing diplomatic relations with Russia. Lack of energy independence has had sever 669 

consequences to the European foreign policy and security strategies whereby most of them 670 

depended on Russia for their energy needs. First of all it has made Europe largely, especially 671 

those European countries that borders Russia act cautiously and diplomatically towards Russia. 672 

Germany, Austria, and Hungary for example, which have depended on Russian energy, have a 673 

more inclined bent towards dialogue, cooperation economic diplomacy, and diplomacy with 674 

Russia. For instance, Germany has been standing firmly for the construction of the Nord Stream 675 

gas pipeline being the projects that connect Russia to Germany with no transits through the 676 

Eastern European states. Take the Nord Stream 2 pipeline that was agreed in 2021 but froze 677 

when there was aggression in Ukraine; it can be seen that the energy requirements have shaped 678 

Germany‘s foreign policy towards Russia. Although Germany and other European countries have 679 

come under criticism for reliance on Russian energy, these projects were viewed as necessary for 680 

access to a stable and reasonably priced energy source, and as traditional European domestic 681 

energy sources continue to fall. This has also impacted the security perspective European nations 682 

in a way that their policies in other fields of foreign relations are often unable to take more 683 

stringent measures against Russia due to their excessively increased reliance on Russian energy. 684 

For example, before the outbreak of war in Ukraine, many EU nations were cautious over the 685 

prospect of implementing severe penalties on Russia over the emanating worry on energy crisis. 686 



 

 

After the unprovoked invasion of Ukraine by Crimea in 2014 Russia the EU has imposed several 687 

economic sanctions on Russia including the restrictions imposed in the energy section. However, 688 

some European nations especially Germany and Italy were reluctant to support for stricter 689 

measures because such measures threatened to affect supplies of Russian natural gas. The 690 

government of Germany in particular expressed concern about the possible impact of sanctions 691 

aimed at the Russian oil and gas sector: increased prices for gas or even a shortage of it that 692 

could negatively affect the European economy. So, due to overs(dependency)dependence on 693 

Russia in energy sector, Europe sometimes lacked powerful punch in diplomatic and economic 694 

strategies in Ukraine and other cases. 695 

The unprovoked invasion of Ukraine in 2022 defined a new tendency in European 696 

foreign policy regarding Russia. The military conflict that unfolded in Europe has made Europe 697 

even more susceptible to such pressures from Russia as it started to cut its energy exports to EU 698 

in response to that punitive economic measure and support of Ukraine. European countries have 699 

had no choice but to quickly readjust and consider their energy security new directions and shift 700 

their policies regarding Russia. One of the elements of this process has been a focus to wean 701 

Western economies off of Russian energy. The European Union previously had 40% of its natural 702 

gas, and the revised targets, which the EU set its aspiration to reduce Russian natural gas imports 703 

by two third by 2022, and completely wean off Russian imported energy by 2027. In practice, 704 

this has meant looking for other forms of energy, which has included increasing the capability for 705 

importing Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) from US, Qatar and other countries. For instance: in 706 

2022, the EU imported 73 % more LNG from the US, while the US pipe-borne Russian gas 707 

imports reduced by over 60%.This energy shift has also made many European states realise and 708 

Opt towards diversification of energy sources and increase investments towards renewable 709 

energy and nuclear sources. For instance, Germany that has fairly depended on Russian natural 710 

gas started shifting towards renewable sources of energy a policy it tagged, Energiewende. The 711 

events of war in Ukraine have not only highlighted the call for Europe to establish relationship 712 

with energy sources that are not solely with states like Russia but also for Europe to diversify its 713 

energy options. Likewise, Poland and the Baltic States that have long been voicing anti-Russian 714 

sentiments in energy policies see the need for more energy cooperation in Europe and are 715 

increasing the construction of the alternative energy system, including LNG terminals and the 716 

interconnectors with neighbors. The conflict has also caused shift on the strategic horizon of the 717 



 

 

overall security architecture in Europe. The interest in energy security has grown higher in 718 

Europe due to the weakened influence of Russia in energy resources as Europe has considered it 719 

as an essential part of defensive and security strategy. EU has developed a series of initiatives to 720 

improve the over framework and to increase the energy storage capabilities, the infrastructures 721 

that connect EU members together and guarantee a solidarity in case of future emergencies 722 

supply. The EU has also tried to increase relations with other energy suppliers other than Russian 723 

and this include Africa, Middle East and America. This has involved commitments with Algeria, 724 

Nigeria and Azerbaijan on a larger supply of gas to Europe and negotiation for longer term more 725 

balanced LNG contracts with the US. Moreso, regarding the general security perspectives, the 726 

energy relation between Europe and Russia has had impacts in the defense and the military 727 

affiliations of European continent. Russia‘s very striking geopolitical assertiveness on energy 728 

was premeditated to bring amplifier the interests of NATO, especially the American side and 729 

took the situation as an opportunity to deepen the cooperation with the United States by ratifying 730 

that Russian energy dominance is a threat to many European state‘s security. Washington has 731 

persuaded European countries to decrease their dependence of Russian energy source as a 732 

measure into achieving the general objective of lessening Russia‘s power in Europe and reduce 733 

the impact that Moscow has in this continent. For instance, the U.S has offered crucial energy 734 

assistance to East European nations like Poland and the Baltic States to cushion them for impact 735 

of cut off of energy supply by Russia. In this regard, the protection of the energy assets as well as 736 

their security issues has emerged as an important factor of strategic considerations of NATO. 737 

Therefore, energy dependence on Russia is viewed as the core characteristic of European 738 

foreign policies and security practices of the last several decades. It has influenced political 739 

relations, economic choices and security strategy in the region, thereby constraining Europe 740 

because of the credibility of the supply of energy. Nevertheless, recent Russo-Ukrainian war 741 

boosts the change in the energy policy of Europe–there is a trend in the reduction of reliance on 742 

Russian energy and in the diversification of energy supply. It is possible to was affirmed that in 743 

the years to come, energy independence could occupy the central focus of both European 744 

political foreign policies as well as the general approaches to security in European countries. The 745 

war between Russia and Ukraine, which escalated in February of 2022 has had major 746 

implications around the geopolitical alignments along the protracted axes of military affiliations, 747 

energy, and economic planning, security and architectures in the region. This conflict‘s 748 



 

 

consequences are rewiring transatlantic security, NATO and Russia primarily, and the role of 749 

extra-regional powers including the United States, China, and others. These shifts are thus 750 

recasting the international relations and introducing new challenges to international empty 751 

HTML tags security as well as development and stability of the entire world economy. Among all 752 

the transformations that have taken place in the world arena, one of the most striking and 753 

constant changes is the renewal and reassumption of activities by NATO. NATO, which has 754 

experienced certain degree of identities crisis and debates about its roles after the Cold War, has 755 

received a boost from the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The conflict has brought NATO member 756 

states to the same line and many countries have enhance their defence budget and increased 757 

contribution towards the alliance security. Now, there is a formal request for accession to NATO 758 

by Finland and Sweden in 2022, which, in turn, makes a qualitative change in the NATO 759 

composition and a more powerful addition to the eastern wall of the Alliance. These countries 760 

were willing to come out in the open declaring they want to join NATO, knowing fully well that 761 

Russia has always been against NATO expansion suggesting that Russia is a threat to European 762 

security. Finland joined NATO in April 2023, while Sweden is expected to join as well: countries 763 

are turning to NATO for protection against Russia‘s aggression. Similarly, the conflict has 764 

deepened an ideological and military confrontation between NATO and Russia, who are 765 

expecting their confrontation to be long-term. Toward this end, NATO has placed more troops 766 

along the Eastern front and has also stationed more forces in the Baltic States, Poland, Romania 767 

and other member states considered to be vulnerable to Russian aggression. It has been 768 

accompanied by the enlargement of NATO spring exercise around the Russian borders that signal 769 

a shift in the core NATO focus and is a clear reaction to Russian activities in Ukraine. These 770 

plans intended to calm member states and respond to increased Russian militant force, yet at the 771 

same time they can provoke conflict with Moscow which considers NATO‘s movement eastward 772 

as interference in Russia‘s zone of influence. 773 

The geopolitical confrontation has also changed the setting of energy politics, for 774 

instance, between Russia and Europe. The war in Ukraine also revealed that most European 775 

countries depend on Russian energy sources – Russia leverages its position as one of the biggest 776 

exporters of natural gas and oil to Europe to put pressure on European governments. The 777 

European Union has reacted to Russia‘s invasion by adopting goals on diversification: The EU 778 

aims at lowering the dependence on Russian energy, intending the complete exclusion of Russian 779 



 

 

natural gas by 2027. As was seen previously in 2022, the Russian Federation decided to cease 780 

supplying natural gas to Poland, Bulgaria, and Finland, which led to a profound reconsideration 781 

of the European energy situation. EU as a global consumer of energy has embarked on 782 

importation of other energy sources like Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) from America and Qatar 783 

among others, and has invested in renewable energy sources. At the same time, new changes in 784 

the energy landscape have improved relations between Russia and China. While European 785 

countries look for ways to reduce their energy dependence on Russia, China emerged as the key 786 

buyer of Russian oil and natural gas. The two countries have enhanced their bilateral 787 

relationships especially in the energy and commerce and industry. Russia has more and more 788 

shifted to China as the main buyer of oil and gas and through more recent deals like the Power of 789 

Siberia gas pipeline and additional potential pipelines. This shift is of great importance for world 790 

energy effective demand and supply system due to the fact that the new alignment of energy 791 

interests between Russia and China decreases the previous Russian interest to European demand, 792 

while increases China‘s energy security. In addition, the conflict has expanded the 793 

competitiveness between the USA and China, thus deepening the rivalry between the two world 794 

giants. The U.S. has been an unequivocal source of support to Ukraine, both politically and 795 

militarily, having supplied Ukraine with money, arms and instructors. On the same front, the US 796 

has been at the forefront of the world in putting sanctions on Russia encompassing its energy 797 

industry, banking, and influential businessman. These sanctions are intended to halt Russia‘s 798 

economic activity, reduce its war funding and force Moscow to surrender to a ceasefire. 799 

Nevertheless, these measures also have their cost in the US and its associates in the international 800 

system particularly manifested in soaring energy prices as well as global inflation. On the other 801 

hand China has not offered direct criticism of Russia‘s actions and has urged for negotiations. 802 

Although China has not taken any aggressive position on the conflict, China has been a major 803 

diplomatic and economical ally of Russia. The Chinese decision concerning the further 804 

entrenchment with Russian on the Western sanctions reflects a longer strategic relationship 805 

designed for containing the American influence abroad. Thereby, this alignment of Russia and 806 

China poses new threats to the United States and it allies in terms of realigning the geopolitics of 807 

power back into the two authoritarian powers. Military relations between Russia and China, on 808 

the one hand, and with countries of the West on the other hand, are becoming more complex 809 

resulting in a new stage of globalization‘s ―great power competition‖ to stir up effects on the 810 



 

 

world‘s security. The increase in military organizations such as NATO, shift in energy geography, 811 

and escalation of geopolitical contest reflect new age of competitive power politics. It is the 812 

rivalry between superpowers that is raising tensions in the Indo-Pacific and Europe by 813 

heightening the danger that the conflict will escalate. Another of such risks inspired by these 814 

geopolitical changes is a prospect of the local war escalation or direct warfare between NATO 815 

and Russia. Given progress in expanding NATO‘s military infrastructure in close proximity to 816 

Russia‘s borders, the probability of military incidents, or if not incidents, of military 817 

confrontations will persist and are likely to intensify in the near future, respectively in Ukraine, 818 

Moldova and Belarus situated on the NATO border. Proliferation of proxy wars ad use of cyber 819 

warfare that are some of the characteristics of the ongoing conflict in Ukraine have the potential 820 

to increase the region‘s insecurity and may spread globally. Another threat is the active 821 

development of approaches to weapons of energy resources. The threats involved in the ability of 822 

Russia to weaponise the export of energy have been manifested economically early enough given 823 

the impacts on European economies that are vulnerable to high energy prices and energy 824 

insecurity. The moves away from reliance on Russian energy might increase energy prices 825 

worldwide, affect markets, deepen inflation rate impacts. The energy crisis may also expose 826 

international competitive struggle for new sources of energy such as natural gas and rare metals 827 

for renewable energy technology from Africa, Central Asia and the Arctic. The ongoing crisis in 828 

food security also has another factor associated with it, being the conflict. Russia and Ukraine 829 

are both key exporters of grain and interruptions in supplies due to the war have had a 830 

knockdown effect especially for developing countries in Africa and the Middle East. Conflict 831 

displacement, loss of homes, and eradications in Ukraine have also contributed to the 832 

humanitarian crisis and forcing the relevant international structures to expand aid to millions of 833 

refugees, and further investigate the sources of instability. Consequently, due to the armed 834 

standoff between Russia and Ukraine, the character and new threats arise from military 835 

confrontation, energy insecurity, the reorientation of economic relations and geopolitical shifts. 836 

Some more enduring effects of these dynamics are the increasing NATO-Russian confrontation, 837 

the intensification of the American-Chinese rivalry, and continuing problems for the international 838 

oil and grain markets. New threats appear time and again both for the Asian and world 839 

community so the latter has to look for ways to deal with these emerging threats through 840 

diplomacy, international relations and strategic planning. 841 



 

 

Whether or not the Ukraine-Russia conflict is likely to degenerate into a global military 842 

conflict, or the Third World War is, therefore, a topic that cannot be defined in simple terms. 843 

Such elements determine this probability: roles of principal world players, presence of various 844 

types of military alliances, and geopolitical stakes, positioning of Russia, NATO and other 845 

actors. To measure this probability we have to take into account not only the impulse with 846 

subsequent chain reactions which can lead to generalised war but also the existing deterrents 847 

within the system of international relations. First, the conflict in its present size and the 848 

participation of NATO and the United States can significantly influence the chances of the 849 

expansion of the conflict. Since the Russian-Ukrainian war starting February this year, NATO 850 

has offered political support, weaponry, intelligence, and training to Ukraine, but has not 851 

engaged actively in the war. NATO‘s stance has been clear: it does endorse Ukraine‘s state and 852 

its territorial boundaries, but at the same time it does not want to deal with Russian army. Though 853 

the chances for direct confrontation are somewhat limited, they can come under question if 854 

Russian forces attack NATO member or if there is a major misperception on both sides of each 855 

other‘s military intents and capabilities. Collective defense, as which NATO defended in article 856 

5, is also an important element that should determine the threats of the more widespread conflict. 857 

Article 5 of the charter has fulminated that an aggression on one member state signifies an 858 

aggression on all which has been a strong discouragement to Russia from carrying out any 859 

aggression against NATO states in the east. However, the possibility that something will go 860 

wrong—say, a Russian missile hits Land, part of NATO—has to be taken into account. One such 861 

event may initiate Article 5 and entice a military confrontation of NATO with Russia. For 862 

example, several events, such as bombings near infrastructural facilities near the NATO borders 863 

and border conflicts in 2022, such escalation fears. But as of now, the chances of the NATO 864 

actively combating Russia are low since both sides understand that the war in Ukraine should not 865 

spread beyond Ukraine. 866 

The capabilities of NATO, the United States, and Russia in military terms also define 867 

another factor that makes probability of global war even more uncertain. The hegemonic leader 868 

of NATO, namely the United States, still possesses a considerable technological and numerical 869 

advantage in conventional armed forces especially in the areas of air and naval forces and super-870 

ago and missile defense forces. The Russians possess a large military and even nuclear power but 871 

is left far behind by NATO in terms of technology. However, Russia‘s strategy has been focused 872 



 

 

more and more on the use of nuclear weapons to prevent the participation of NATO countries. 873 

Since the incident at Chernobyl nuclear power plant, the threat of nuclear escalation is actually 874 

holding the conflict limited to Ukraine. Each of them has their own understanding of the fact that 875 

nuclear war means genocide, and this has limited to a great extent direct military conflict 876 

between the two parties. Another important factor that determine the likelihood of war at the 877 

world level is the positioning of other great‖ powers, including China. On the question of 878 

Ukraine China has taken middle of the road approach. Although China has not backed Russia in 879 

the military manner it has outspokenly defended Russian actions and actively contributed to the 880 

imposition of economic pressure on Russia, for instance, through supplying Russia with energy 881 

resources. It has also pointed out that China too considers the US involvement in Ukraine as part 882 

of an ongoing mission to curb Chinese advancement in the Asia-Pacific region. Such dynamics 883 

indicate that although China cares about strategic interests in developing relations with both 884 

Russia and the West and seeks to avoid the extension of NATO presence in Eastern Europe. But 885 

China does not plan to directly get involved in a military style in Ukraine because it doesn‘t want 886 

an open confrontation with the West which is detrimental for china‘s strategic interests. The 887 

economic relations within the world also play a role to the whether or not there can be a Third 888 

World War. The current globalized economy especially in the areas of trade, energy and finance 889 

is integrated. A real war around the world means that all global shipments will be stopped, 890 

energy production will cease and all the world markets including Russia, China, USA and 891 

European countries will turn into nothing. Proxies for political relations show that whilst these 892 

countries are generally geopolitical adversaries, no country can rely highly on its own resources 893 

for economic growth as that depends greatly on these neighbors. For example, Europe imports 894 

goods from China while the US has endeavored on global supply chain hence, both are interested 895 

in none military confrontation. There is every tendency that the economic impact of a world war 896 

will overshadow any potential benefits of territorial or political annexation. Hence use of 897 

economic factors as an indicator serve as a sound signal that discourages the use of large scale 898 

warfare. Another important factor of preventing the conflict in Ukraine from becoming third 899 

world war is work of UN, diplomatic missions and other international organizations. The UN, 900 

despite of many deficiencies, the organization that serves an opportunity to hold negotiations 901 

and, therefore, to eliminate conflicts. Over the past period, Russia and the Western countries have 902 

sought to address their differences peacefully by using political diplomacy to undermine the risk 903 



 

 

of full-scale war. Also, continued backing of peace talks and ceasefires in many states on 904 

international platforms is evident to demonstrate the importance of avoiding increasing violence. 905 

Middle powers such as the AU and ASEAN as well as regional bodies are also trying to stick to 906 

the diplomatic front despite their inability to directly address the conflict. Expanding the area of 907 

investigation, the risk of the conflict in Ukraine turning into a universal military confrontation 908 

remains low – although not excluded. To date, the practices of deterrence, diplomacy, and 909 

including assumptions regarding the mutual assured destruction of generalized nuclear measures 910 

will help to avoid a direct confrontation between NATO and Russia. It appears that both of these 911 

parties are still assuming that if the fighting were to escalate to the level of warfare, then the 912 

outcome would be one which could not be allowed. Furthermore, the primary actors, Russia, 913 

NATO, and the United States probably have realized that a conventional war would not only 914 

bring chaos to Europe, but also to the world with unanticipated severe implications for the 915 

economy, politics as well as humanity. But exclusion of this possibility is impossible; probability 916 

of this conflict‘s escalation remains rather high. Accidental measurement or the failure of 917 

diplomacy in conflict may also be the cause, and accidental depredation or escalation of violence 918 

may equally be a cause. However, the situation in Ukraine remains dynamic and, unless new 919 

players join this or that camp or appear new military tactics and strategies come to the fore or 920 

Ukrainian politics change once more, the risks remain somewhat contained. The participation of 921 

outsiders, for example China or local stakeholders like Turkey, Iran, or India with their pull 922 

factors for different reasons might alter this. Considering the current conditions, the risk for the 923 

Ukraine-Russia conflict to become a Third World War should be below 10 percent, nevertheless, 924 

the threat is still very much existing, constant diplomatic work and conflict solving efforts, and 925 

restraint should be applied. Though, to prevent further military conflict, which may be sudden 926 

in future and may involve Ukraine-Russia, Middle East conflict or any other, the world 927 

community needs to work on synergistic, diplomatic, and strategic level, focused with military 928 

might control and taking strategic measures safeguarding global stability, specifically in oil and 929 

gas domain. The impact of such a conflict would be disastrous for global security and the global 930 

economy will fallout for supply shocks and price hikes of oil and natural gas in both developed 931 

and developing countries. Among the most important diplomatic steps it would be possible to 932 

point to the need to begin quite intensive multilateral negotiations for the settlement of the 933 

situation in Ukraine, as well as the prevention of further conflicts on the geopolitical level. Such 934 



 

 

diplomatic initiatives should include US, European Union, Russia and China, Turkey and India 935 

and other key powers of the world. To this end, International Organisation like UN and 936 

International Energy Agency, the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Country are key players 937 

in the management of energy supply dialogue. Diplomatic initiations must strive to avoid 938 

escalation of the situation in Ukraine as a conflict between Russia and NATO. Among the most 939 

successful strategies for this is to strengthen commonly existing arms control treaties, CBMs, 940 

and avoiding more arms enhancements in contested zones. Diplomatic solutions should also 941 

encompass anticipatory measures to avert conflicts, as well as peace making, which has worked 942 

effectively for earlier tensions between the nuclear weapon states. Furthermore, in order to 943 

undertake measures to address the oil and gas security concern, there is need for international 944 

efforts to ensure energy security of supply. The West has targeted Russian oil and gas sector 945 

saying Russia is one of the leading exporters of oil and gas in the world thus affecting global 946 

energy supply. This has sparked the need for the globalization of energy sources so that to avoid 947 

the danger of being monopolized by a few countries. Governments can negotiate with energy 948 

producing nations of Middle East, Africa and central Asia to ensure that backup channels are 949 

developed. The U.S has already started the process of raising its output and the European 950 

countries which used to rely on Iran are now searching for some of new sources in other Arab 951 

countries including the UAE, Qatar and even Venezuela but this is politically sensitive. For 952 

expanding its interest, it is crucial to consolidate strategic partnership in other rich energy regions 953 

rather than Russia & Middle East. Governments need to engage themselves more in the 954 

diplomacy with the aim of increasing the energy cooperation relations as well as embrace other 955 

forms of power such as renewable energy. From the perspective of the military, the world 956 

community must strive to avoid new direct armed conflicts which will affect oil and gas 957 

production even more. This involves matters related to the safety of the international lager 958 

strategic sea lines of communications which are so important in transportation of the oil and gas 959 

industry. For instance, the Strait of Hormuz is a major international choke point in oil transport, 960 

through which annually flows about 20 percent of the world‘s oil. The free movement of oil 961 

through such important sea-lanes should be considered a priority of the global navy, including 962 

NATO powers and others like China who also depend on Middle Eastern oil imports. It would 963 

require the use of multinationals naval patrols to ensure that these trade routes remained the open 964 

and free from subversive activities any which would pose a blow to oil supplies. 965 



 

 

Ships carrying natural gas have increasingly become targets of piracy, hence; the 966 

military‘s main task should extend to the protection of vulnerable energy assets like refineries, 967 

pipelines, and processing plants for natural gas. This is particularly important in today‘s conflict-968 

prone regions such as Syria, Iraq and Libya, where regional militias and non-state actors, allied 969 

to external powers, rely on the supply of oil. Additionally, any attacks on the oil infrastructure- 970 

including the drone attacks on Saudi Aramco‘s facilities in September 2019 — should have 971 

immediate and collective responses from the powers that be to check the escalation of such 972 

incidents and upset of oil markets stability.There are some recommendations: apart from military 973 

actions, governments and energy companies should create strategic oil reserves. Similar global 974 

SPR includes the United States that has the SPR and other nations like China, Japan, and several 975 

European states that use the reserves to balance their markets in the course of supply shocks. If 976 

the US coordinated the moves to release reserves in crisis alongside manner in management of 977 

the domestic requirements, then it would help in the mitigation of shocks that befalls the world 978 

energy market. Such efforts have been spearheaded by the International Energy Agency (IEA) 979 

and, the extension of this body‘s role in the course of a crisis would be of further assistance.Still 980 

in the long run, more long systematic procedures need to be worked out to promote the 981 

diversification of world energy supplies. Part of this is to advance the shift to renewable energy 982 

sources around the world, which would decrease reliance on oil and threaten supply cutbacks. 983 

Governments must elevate their spending on more efficient energy sources solar, wind, and 984 

hydropower among others and also come up with faster methods of developing batteries that 985 

would improve energy security by giving more of energy access. A broader agenda for energy 986 

transition policies would also involve increasing nuclear energy in some parts of the world 987 

including Europe and some parts of Asia as there is demand for efficient clean energy.The 988 

opportunities of effective promotion of hydrogen energy and the actually occurring scaling up 989 

also indicate possibilities of gradual decrease in direct dependence on fossil energy resources in 990 

the long term. Today, such states as Japan, Germany, Australia and others have already started 991 

using hydrogen for industrial, transport and residential needs. There is the possibility for 992 

international collaboration with respect to the study and building of hydrogen infrastructure that 993 

would seem to open an additional source to traditional oil and gas deliveries.Moreover, the 994 

international actors need to develop the paradigm for energy security cooperation rather than 995 

confrontation. It may include regulation of value chains for energy supplying countries that 996 



 

 

might address issues such as reserve transparency and conditions of oil and gas facilities, 997 

security of supply, as well as, managing geopolitical risks in energy markets. 998 

Findings 999 

 Energy Dependence and Diversification:     It was the war in Ukraine which showed that 1000 

EU is too much dependent on Russia and especially in the sphere of energy and raw supplies 1001 

including natural gas and oil. The World has seen Russia as a leading exporter of energy to 1002 

Europe and through this, Russia has been able to use energy as a weapon on European 1003 

governments. The EU in its turn has formulated key objectives aimed at the reduction of this 1004 

dependence, for instance a goal to end the dependence on Russian natural gas by 2027. In 1005 

the EU‘s short term strategies, it has looked for non-Russian sources of supply and has 1006 

bought Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) from the U.S., Qatar and others besides investing in 1007 

renewable energy. 1008 

 Shift in Energy Alliances:     Whereas European nations are cutting back on imports of 1009 

Russian energy, China has become an important consumer of Russian oi and natural gas. In 1010 

turn, this shift is deepening cooperation between Russia and China, especially when it comes 1011 

to new energy vector including the construction of the Power of Siberia gas pipeline. This 1012 

has brought creditable effects on the international energy import and export since shifts 1013 

Russia‘s energy delivery to China, improve the latter‘s energy security while reduce the 1014 

former‘s overdependence on European market. 1015 

 Impact on Global Rivalries:   In addition, the conflict is intensifying the geopolitical 1016 

tension between the U.S and China. Supporting Ukraine, the US has been giving them 1017 

financial, military, and diplomatic aid all the time increasing the sanctions against Russia, 1018 

including the restrictions concerning its energy sector. On the other hand, while China has 1019 

not condemned Russian actions bit by bit, has shifted closer to Russia‘s camp, especially in 1020 

the sphere of energy relations with America. This realignment contributes another degree of 1021 

freedom to the international political system and increases the confrontation between the 1022 

USA and China. 1023 
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 Energy as a Weapon and its Global Impact:     Russia has turned energy as a weapon, with 1026 

this they have resorted to denying its neighbor countries energy to gain the upper hand. This 1027 

strategy has, therefore, caused shocks to the European economy and contributed to increased 1028 

global energy insecurity and high energy prices and inflation. These changes may only serve 1029 

to raise the cost of energy supply across the globe as the world shifts towards the search for 1030 

new sources of supply that are competitive with Russia; primary supplies are expected to 1031 

remain largely concentrated on natural gas, strategic metals, and renewable energy 1032 

technologies. 1033 

 Food Security and Humanitarian Impact:   These have affected by world grain exports 1034 

from Ukraine and Russia with harsh effect especially to the developing countries of Africa 1035 

and the Middle East. It has also led to significant suffering and, up to 2015, around five 1036 

million people were displaced internally and in neighboring counties required humanitarian 1037 

assistance. 1038 

 Risks of Escalation and Military Confrontation:   That risk is the probability of an armed 1039 

confrontations, especially with Russia, there is also a risk of the military escalation with 1040 

other countries. The toughest issue that has emerged more so with the installation of new 1041 

structures associated with NATO military grouping closer to the Russian borders includes 1042 

the likelihood of some sort of armed confrontation, especially in the zone that may embrace 1043 

Ukraine and Moldova as well as Belarus. The risk of an extension of the war also remains 1044 

high, with increasing the number of proxy wars, cyber threats and other forms of hybrid 1045 

conflicts primarily destabilising the region further. 1046 

 Deterrence and the Role of Nuclear Weapons:   1047 

   Open conflict can be substantially contained through the deterrence mechanism based on 1048 

nuclear potentials. NATO and Russia realize the destructive nature of nuclear war and due to that 1049 

to a certain extent, direct military confrontation has been prevented. Nonetheless, unintentional 1050 

drift can occur whereby leaders find themselves on a collision course due to technology, 1051 

misunderstanding strategy. 1052 

 1053 

 1054 



 

 

Conclusion 1055 

 In conclusion, the nature and effects of Ukraine-Russia conflict present a new and 1056 

challenging threat to global energy security and consequently, it has caused changes to energy 1057 

supply chain, geo-political partnerships and worldwide economy. Russia‘s disruption of energy 1058 

exports to Europe has shifted energy dynamics around the world, making it more difficult to find 1059 

new resources and making prices go up. This change did not only impact the European plans on 1060 

energy, but has also further improved the Moscow Beijing entente. It has provoked a 1061 

considerable tension between leading powers of the world or grouping such as US & NATO on 1062 

the one side and Russia & China on the other side furthering speculations that it may fuel 1063 

additional deterioration. Thus, even though the probability of direct use of a military conflict in 1064 

Ukraine as a starting point of the Third World War is currently rather low owing to the existence 1065 

of prevention measures, and a realization of the repercussions of a nuclear war those who intend 1066 

to participate in the military agitation, the risk of regional conflict and a proxy war remains high 1067 

globally. This approach regards the critical conflict through diplomacy, energy partnership 1068 

diversification, and military build-up restraint. Finally, the current conflict confirms that the 1069 

world cannot exist without cooperation in the field of energy security and address the possibility 1070 

of a large-scale, more catastrophic war. 1071 

Recommendations  1072 

 Intensified Diplomacy and Multilateral Negotiations:   The world community needs to 1073 

emphasize the diplomatic efforts to bring the war to a end especially between Russia and 1074 

NATO. Bilateral discussions with the participation of Washington, Brussels, Moscow, 1075 

Beijing, Ankara and Delhi, etc. should help to stabilise Ukraine and avoid escalation of the 1076 

conflict in any other countries. Strategies that increase security and decrease the risk of a 1077 

military confrontation, continue the improvement and maintenance of arms control 1078 

arrangements of disputed territories, and limit military escalation in such places should 1079 

remain core objectives of diplomacy. 1080 

 Energy Security and Diversification:     Preserving the stability and independence in 1081 

energy supply requires global diversification of energy sources as an aim of the international 1082 

cooperation. These measures include buying energy from other world zones, for example, 1083 

the Middle East, African States, and Central Asia and encouraging more utilization of 1084 



 

 

renewable power sources. It also reveals that governments should establish long term 1085 

contractual relationships with energy supplying countries and seek fresh investment 1086 

opportunities in energy infrastructure system. 1087 

 Strategic Reserves and Energy Cooperation:  Investments into development of other 1088 

types of preventive oil stocks, including strategic ones, should be encouraged worldwide, 1089 

examples of which include the U.S. Strategic Petroleum Reserve. These reserves can in fact 1090 

come in handy during the disruption of supplies. The role of the IEA should be to act as the 1091 

central organizer to release reserves in crises in an effort to provide stability to the global 1092 

energy markets. Further, its main objectives should liaise with other global institutions like 1093 

the IEA and OPEC to ensure energy value chains are preserved while energy prices do not 1094 

cause economic imbalances. 1095 

 Protection of Energy Infrastructure and Trade Routes:  Security services should target 1096 

elements that threaten the energy transport that includes Pipelines, Refineries and Shipping 1097 

Channel. The protection of critical provided access points; ‗chokepoints,‘ like the Strait of 1098 

Hormuz, is central to the free circulation of oil and gas importations across the international 1099 

market. It is possible to scourge piracy, attacks on infrastructure bases or any other 1100 

interferences that may pose a threat to the world energy supply by providing multinational 1101 

naval patrols and international cooperation in development of defensive tactical measures. 1102 

 Promotion of Renewable Energy and Energy Transition:    The international society 1103 

must increase the use of green energy practices like the sun, wind, and hydroelectric power 1104 

to change from the traditional black power sources. Governments should extend spending on 1105 

needed renewable energy systems and expand upon research for better battery storge 1106 

technologies. Moreover, there is the idea of hydrogen energy as one more prospective form 1107 

of energy that should replace the known types of non-renewable resources, with creating 1108 

proper conditions for this object international cooperation. 1109 

 Strategic Military Restraint and Crisis Management:   To avert the unfolding 1110 

conflict into an international war, military players have to make calculated and courteous 1111 

actions only within the limits of crisis management frame works. U.S. and NATO, therefore, 1112 

should assist Ukraine through other means with minimal provocation of Russian forces into 1113 



 

 

possibly direct confrontation. NATO and Russia should commit not only to diplomacy but 1114 

also to deterrence preventing parties from reaching the conflict that could start accidentally. 1115 

 Humanitarian Aid and Global Food Security:     More importantly, more effort should be 1116 

directed to stemming the resulting humanitarian crisis that has affected Ukraine and other 1117 

neighboring areas. Attention should be paid to giving help to refugees, supporting the 1118 

uninterrupted delivery of food to the countries, which are in need, and dealing with other 1119 

factors which have been enhanced by the war and related to food security. Such international 1120 

organisations as the United Nations as well as the World Food Programme should be at the 1121 

forefront of such initiatives. 1122 

 Promote Geopolitical Stability Through International Cooperation:   Global society 1123 

should strive to build the culture of collaboration with corresponding interrelations in the 1124 

international cooperation concerning energy and military aspects. This is within the energy 1125 

supply chains to enhance operational transparency, security of supply and geopolitical risks. 1126 

More significantly, common partnerships to support varying energy security should set up so 1127 

as not to create tension with regards resource attainment and sustainability. 1128 

Lastly, the events in Ukraine-Russia relations point to the significance of Establishing effective 1129 

diplomatic/military and strategic means to regulate the existing and future relations regarding 1130 

energy security in and beyond Europe. The recommendations focus on the cooperation with 1131 

other countries, on diversification of energy resources, on building defense of critical energy 1132 

infrastructure, and on progressing to RE sources which are crucial for the vibrancy of world 1133 

economy and geopolitics. 1134 
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