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The study highlights the dominance of Gram-negative pathogens in ICU infections, with respiratory
samples contributing the highest number of isolates. The frequent identification of pathogens underscores
the growing challenge of antimicrobial resistance in critical care. These results emphasize the need for
ongoing surveillance and the use of local antibiograms to guide empirical therapy and strengthen
antimicrobial stewardship practices.
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Comment 1:
In line 204 to 214, the comparisons with previous studies (Negm et al., Savanur & Gururaj) are presented
descriptively but lack critical interpretation. Please provide a brief analysis of why differences in isolate

frequencies may occur, example - variations in patient populations, ICU settings.

Comment 2:
In the discussion, consider including a brief comment on the implications of these findings for empirical
therapy in bloodstream infections—particularly the importance of covering both Gram-positive and

Gram-negative organisms in ICU settings.

Comment 3:

In summary and conclusion, while the data is clearly presented, the section would benefit from deeper
interpretation particularly regarding the clinical significance of the high prevalence of E. coli and
Acinetobacter spp. in ICU settings. It would be valuable to discuss whether these findings align with
national or regional surveillance trends, and what factors might be contributing to their dominance in this

patient population.



