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Detailed Reviewer’s Report
Recommendation: Major Revision

This study offers a valuable and timely investigation into the impacts of hydrocarbon pollution on benthic
foraminifera within the Congolese Atlantic Basin, combining geochemical and micropaleontological
analyses to document significant heavy metal contamination and consequent morphological deformities.
The research is well-structured and its findings are relevant for both regional monitoring and broader
marine ecology. However, the manuscript requires major revisions before publication. Key weaknesses
include unclear descriptions of the geographical and geological context, with Figures 1 and 2 lacking
essential detail and explanation. The presentation of results needs improved labeling and integration with
the text, while the methodology section requires clearer justification for the sampling strategy and
staining techniques. Furthermore, the discussion should be deepened to explore the ecological
implications more thoroughly, and the manuscript contains numerous typographical and formatting errors
that necessitate thorough editing. Based on its strong foundational findings, I recommend Accept after
Major Revision, pending careful addressing of these issues to enhance the clarity, rigor, and impact of
this otherwise promising contribution.



