
ISSN: 2320-5407                                                                                      Int. J. Adv. Res. 5(4), 927-932 

927 

 

Journal Homepage: - www.journalijar.com 

    

 

 

 

Article DOI: 10.21474/IJAR01/3897 

DOI URL: http://dx.doi.org/10.21474/IJAR01/3897 

 

RESEARCH ARTICLE 
 

MEDİA, MIGRATION AND CRIME: SYRIAN REFUGIES. 

 

Meryem Bulut. 

Ankara University,  Faculty of   Languages, History and Geography , Department of Anthropology, Ankara, Turkey.
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 

Manuscript Info   Abstract 

…………………….   ……………………………………………………………… 
Manuscript History 

 

Received: 12 February 2017 

Final Accepted: 15 March 2017 

Published: April 2017 

 

Key words:- 
Syrian Refugees, Migration, Crime, 

Media    
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The relations between migration and crime have long been discussed, 

and they are complex. The issue, which is usually  put as “ does 

migration increase the rate of crime?” and which has the risk of being 

one-sided and biased, has been analysed in recent years in Turkey also. 

The concepts of immigrant and crime rate are considered to be directly 

connected with the way that people perceive immigrants and mostly 

with the way that they label immigrants. Such labelling or rather 

stigmatizing, was triggered by the case of ‘fear of Crime’ as stated in 

the Western countries. The fear of crime is triggered, and the stereotype 

that immigrants are  potential criminals is produced. Mass media also 

shapes the migration-criminal association. This study discusses that the 

migration-crime association is a set of learnt concepts rather than 

objective reality, and how the Syrian immigrants are considered in 

mass media. In this study, a media and comment scanning process has 

been conducted in terms of news and comments on the issues of Syrian 

asylum seekers and crime on the web sites of the general (national) 

newspapers.  
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Introduction:- 
The migration legislation introduced after the foundation of the Turkish Republic in 1923 was adopted in order to 

consolidate the security of the nation state. Therefore, the legislation on the acceptance of immigrants favoured the 

immigrants of Turkish origin. Turkey applies “geographical limitation” in terms of acceptance of immigrants. This 

implementation might have been considered as a solution for the migration flow expected from Middle Eastern 

countries due to the turbulent situation in these countries. The pattern of migration into Turkey began to change due 

to the economic and political transformations in the neighbouring countries after 1980’s. While Turkish and/or 

Muslim immigrants were coming to Turkey during the previous periods, after 1980’s foreigners also started to 

migrate. During that period, Turkey turned to be a destination country of immigration (İçduygu, 2012). In general, 

immigrants are those that are forced politically or due to wars to resettle within their own country and are in need of 

all aids required by the refugee status. Their inclusion into another category as refugee is due to the risk of 

persecution or death within the national borders of the country they reside in. In other words, they are forced to live 

in an isolated region, camp in another part of the country after fleeing their own area of residence due to war, 

ethnical/religious conflicts or discriminatory policies and treatment in a manner that excludes them from all 

administrative processes and deprives them of state protection as well as public services. In the international 

literature, the persons that are displaced from their residence regions in the country are called “Internally Displaced 

People” (Baklacıoğlu, 2010). 
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Currently one of the most important problems of Turkey is Syrians. Turkey hosts too many Syrians (İçduygu, 2015). 

In Syria, a multidimensional and multiparty war with very destructive aspects continues. Turkey became the world’s 

largest refugee host country in 2014. As of 30 June, the Directorate General of Migration Management (DGMM) 

announced that 2,733,044 Syrians were registered in Turkey, out of whom 256,300 were hosted in refugee camps, 

and 2,476,744 were residing in host communities
1
. 

  

Since the war began in 2011, there have been over 4,000 attacks on schools. “In Syria children are risking death to 

go to school. In the past two weeks, nine school-children, aged as young as five, lost their lives in two separate 

attacks on or near schools,” says Hanaa Singer UNICEF’s Representative in Syria.  “School should not be a death 

trap.  It should a place where children are protected and able to learn, grow, and develop their skills.”
2
 Turkey 

opened the doors to Syrian refugees including those without any identification card. Syrian passport holders may 

enter Turkey without visa and may obtain residence permit in any provinces of Turkey they want except the 

provinces of Hatay and Şırnak. At the Military Checkpoints, the access of Syrians to Turkey has been limited to 

those that require medical treatment. Due to the open borders policy, Turkey is one of the first addresses of the 

Syrian asylum seekers. There is no reliable information about the number of Syrian refugees.
 3

 However, it is 

estimated that the total number has reached to 2 million from 1 million 385 thousand due to falling of Syria under 

the ISIS threat
4
. 

 

Turkey’s open borders policy, the services provided to Syrian asylum seekers at temporary residence centres and the 

financial burden assumed by Turkey are praised by international society and underlined by the representatives of 

international humanitarian assistance organisations and journalists.  In this regard, the most notable news is “How to 

build a perfect refugee camp” that is published at USA’s reputable newspaper New York Times
5
. Political and social 

silence in Turkey about the immigration flow and inexistence of any social panic has surprised the USA
6
. Historical, 

cultural, social and economic reasons of that situation can be a research topic. There is no discomfort due to people 

coming from Syria who are expected to turn back to their country at the beginning. However, as the number of 

Syrian refuges that are described as guests increased as well as their residence duration. Nevertheless, Syrian crisis, 

together with a network of conflicts at the international, regional and local levels has also led to criticism about 

Syrians from some parts of population living in Turkey, although they mind the humanitarian aspects of the issue.  

 

Prolongation of the civil war  and increase in the number of refugees and thus increase in the rent prices, decrease in 

the wages of the workers employed in the agriculture, industry, construction and service sectors due to illegal 

working of asylum seekers have led to unrest in the society. Hesitation about renting houses to Syrians has increased 

recently. The cases such as non-payment of rents and causing problems not to pay, or renting a house as a family but 

increasing the number residents up to 10-20 people are frequently encountered. Everywhere in the world, among the 

main issues that led to disturbance of people and even to xenophobia are those are “risk of losing job” or “decrease 

in income due to increased labour supply and competitiveness”. This situation can clearly be observed in the region 

(Erdoğan, 2014). Extraordinary concentration of population especially in the border cities has significant impacts on 

the cultural, social and economic fabric of the cities and results in increased level of tension and discontent among 

the local people (Erdoğan, 2014). 

 

It is very widespread that Syrians have been associated with the crimes such as theft, prostitution, extortion and 

damage to public property. However, studies indicate that the delinquency rate of Syrians is less than that of local 

public. Local people frequently complaint about the fact that “with the Syrians coming to Turkey their peace has 

broken and while they left their doors unlocked during the night, now thieves, bullies are everywhere.” Also it has 
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been said that young Syrian women act as prostitutes. However it has been concluded that these claims are mostly 

rumours (Akdeniz, 2014). 

 

A landlord was murdered by the Syrian tenant on 11 August 2014 in Gaziantep and following that event, an 

overcrowded group started assaulting on the Syrians that they saw on the streets. During these incidences which 

turned to be a social lynching, some of the Syrians attacked with stones, bats and knifes were wounded and their 

houses, offices and vehicles were damaged. Following the attacks, some of the Syrian women started to wear like 

the women living in Antep and even some of them fly Turkish flag on their houses. Some of the Syrians had to flee 

the quarter they lived either with force or due to urgency.
7
 The lynching cases against the Syrians reveal that the 

perception of local people about Syrians in that region has turned into hatred. As it is mentioned in the crime 

theories, this situation has initiated a process that embitters the xenophobia. It is possible to encounter in many 

countries such prejudice against Syrian immigrants as they commit crimes. For instance, a strong belief that the 

perpetrators of the explosion occurred in France had come to France as the number of  immigrants coming from the 

Middle East grew. Actually, the criminal was a French or Belgian citizen (Kis-Benedek, K.(2016:455-464).   

Reactions against the immigrants is similar to those all over the world. In this regard, it is observed that during the 

crisis periods, the hatred discourse is easily blended with racism. In terms of relation between immigration and 

crime, it is frequently mentioned at the social media and mainstream media news in Turkey that Syrian immigrants 

have a tendency towards crime and lead to increase in the crime rate. The comments on social media environment 

clearly indicate how the discourse of hate has been triggered. When the discourse of hate has been considered 

together with the threatening concept of crime, it can be more intense. This indicates how the perception for others 

turns into hatred. This study touches on the issue that how the Syrian asylum seekers have been positioned in the 

media.  

 

Data Collection and Evaluation:- 

 In this study, a media and comment scanning process has been conducted in terms of news and comments on the 

issues of Syrian asylum seekers and crime on the web sites of the general (national) newspapers. The scope of the 

research is limited to the media news on the national newspapers in Turkey on the Syrian asylum seekers. The 

newspapers were selected according to their ideological stance such as being liberal, conservative and leftist.  

 

Syrian Asylum Seekers In Media:- 

 It is not possible to state that the newspapers select, except one, have taken Syrian asylum seekers into 

consideration with all dimensions of the issue. It is observed that the features of all nine newspapers analysed are 

related with the ideological structure and position of the newspaper vis-à-vis the government party. The news on 

Syrian asylum seekers in the liberal newspapers is mostly like magazine news. For example, in the news about a 

quarrel the “Syrian family” involved was described as walking topless at home while the curtains are open and 

listening to music loudly. It was also mentioned that after the police intervention to the quarrel, the residents of the 

quarter fly Turkish flag on their windows and reacted against Syrians. It has been observed that there is no in-depth 

analysis. On the other hand, it is possible to explain the different news of liberal newspapers about the Syrians in 

terms of their opposition to the government party. Another liberal daily newspaper that has the impression of 

opposing to the government party claimed that “Turkey is in the route to create a new internal enemy for itself”. The 

conflicts with the Syrian asylum seekers were published with these titles. Could this attack be avoided provided that 

the curtains were not open as claimed by the newspaper? It is observed that there is an effort to construct a link 

between crime and immigrants. In addition to the notion of immigrants that are unable to adapt to the regions they 

have migrated and are in search of “marginal” solutions due to their economic troubles; another ground pointing to a 

symbolic threat is that the immigrants shall create a cultural threat for the “local people” of the destination countries 

(Corliss, Curtis &  Fitzgerald, 2012). Thus an impression that the Syrian asylum seekers cannot adapt to another 

country is also created. Opening of the window curtains or being naked can signify that they cannot adapt. However, 

flying Turkish flags indicates that Syrian asylum seekers have been perceived as a cultural threat. The immigrants 

carry the risk of damaging the resources and identity of the destination country.  

 

The quality of news covered by the conservative newspapers depends on their political proximity to the government 

party. The newspapers close to the government party made positive news about the Syrian asylum seekers. For 

example, the news about issuing biometrical identity cards for Syrians or issuing temporary license plates for the 

                                                           
7
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vehicles of Syrians took place on these newspapers. It was also mentioned that Syrians were pleased with Turkish 

license plates since they would be able to travel easily. Providing education services for Syrian students, awarding 

long-term scholarships for the students, issuing Turkish license plates are relatively positive news. It is possible to 

state that, the newspapers of conservative tendency but not close to the government party have pessimistic 

discourses about the Syrian asylum seekers. Issuing identity cards is considered as a control mechanism of asylum 

seekers and it is also a tool of accessing them easily. On the other hand, expressions of Syrians that they will travel 

easily with Turkish license plates can be interpreted as they are avoiding to be seen as Syrians.  

 

It is possible to mention that the leftist newspapers have multi-dimensional news about Syrian asylum seekers. 

These newspapers provide and reflect an in-depth analysis of the troubles of asylum seekers, the treatments they are 

exposed to. These news include issues ranging from the employers attitudes to the cases of deportation which are the 

incidents not covered in other newspapers. It has already been revealed that in the liberal newspapers, the problem is 

the attitudes of the Syrian asylum seekers and all disputes have arisen from their attitudes. It has also been 

mentioned that most of the conflicts have resulted in the evacuation of Syrians from their residence quarters and 

houses. In the leftist newspapers (opposing the government) the news about the Syrians also include the news on 

protesting of attitudes that the Syrians are exposed to. By giving place to the research about the conflicts, the leftist 

newspapers address the economic reasons behind the conflicts. These newspapers emphasise that they are seen as 

cheap labour, and the fact such as dramatic increase in the housing prices, decrease in the wages, desperate labourers 

facing with the risk of unemployment and thus provoked by anger turn into racist discourse.  

 

Despite all these reactions, it is observed that Syrians have to work at lower wages and longer working times than 

the Turkish workers and thus vulnerable to exploitation. These newspapers also give place to the impact of sectarian 

differences on the attitudes of people against the Syrian refugees. The people holding the Nusayri identity in the 

Hatay province of Turkey might have clearly positioned themselves as pro-Syrian administration vis-à-vis the 

refugees and might have had discomfort with the Sunni refugees. It is possible to suggest that the leftist newspapers 

provide detailed news about the conditions of the Syrian asylum seekers.  

 

According the results of the analyses made by Göktuna, Yaylacı and Karakuş in relation to the perceptions of Syrian 

refugees  which also reflected  into newspapers (Hürriyet, Yeni Şafak and Cumhuriyet), newspapers’ attitudes 

towards the government in power influence their  manner of writing the news (Göktuna Yaylacı ve 

Karakuş,2015:238-250). The finding obtained in this study also confirms the above mentioned statement.   

 

In the news on the newspapers, there is an emphasis on the immigrants who are perpetrator of the crimes rather than 

the immigrants who are the victims of the crimes. The perception management for considering the immigrants with 

committing crime ignores the exposure of immigrants to double victimization; in other words, the fear of crime turns 

into the fear of committing crime without questioning what the immigrants are experiencing (Collins, 2007). 

Therefore it is necessary to see Syrians not only as perpetuators but also as the victims.  

 

Conclusion:- 
The study has evaluated the positioning of the Syrian asylum seekers in the media. It has been identified that the 

characteristics of the news on the newspapers are related with the ideological structure of the newspaper and its 

position vis-à-vis the government party. It has been observed that there is no in-depth analysis in the newspapers. It 

is not possible to state in general that they attach importance to the Syrians. The perception that immigrants are in 

search due to the adaptation problems in their residence region or their economic troubles has associated the 

immigrants with crime.  

 

We cannot say that most of the newspapers analysed exhibit the problems Syrian refugees have experienced. The 

quality of the news stories included in newspapers differ according to the ideology of the newspapers and to whether 

or not they are close the ruling party. The news is rather tabloidised in liberal newspapers.   It is clear that there are 

no in-depth comments. On the other hand, when newspapers which are classified as liberal write about these Syrian 

refugees differently,  they can be labelled as opposite to the party in power. 

 

Newspapers signal in their news stories that Syrian refugees go to a country but cannot adjust to the country. 

Accordingly, it is pointed out that refugees will be more comfortable if they hide their differences.   
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The great migration flow from Syria has led to new problems in Turkey. The reactions in most of the migration 

destination countries have similarities with the reactions in Turkey. In this regard, it can easily be observed that 

during the economic crisis, the discourse of hate has been blended with racism. It can also be observed in the 

newspapers that Syrians are considered as cheap labour, and the fact such as dramatic increase in the housing prices, 

decrease in the wages, desperate labourers facing with the risk of unemployment and thus provoked by anger trigger 

racist discourse. There is an emphasis on the immigrants who are perpetrator of the crimes rather than the 

immigrants who are the victims of the crimes. The news revealing  that the tensions caused by the use of cheap 

workforce turns into racist discourse are available only in newspapers using leftist discourse.  When the media news 

are evaluated, it is necessary to consider the Syrians not only as perpetuators but also as the victims. The relationship 

between migration and crime has long been discussed for more than a century in the academic researches and social 

policy implementations (Martinez & Lee, 2000, Ousey&Kubrin, 2009). The relationship between migration and 

crime continues to take place among today’s mostly discussed issues. However, it is difficult to say that a 

satisfactory answer has been provided about the type of correlation existing between these two phenomenons. 

Migration and crime are far from consideration as two constant phenomenons; both include complex and 

overlapping processes and there are many unanswered questions on the correlation between the two. The 

relationship between migration and crime is shaped by the definition of the network of relations that interact 

positively or negatively with each other. The claim that the crime rate is higher in the regions where there are higher 

number of immigrants that settled through internal migration and immigration is frequently proposed. The issue of 

to what extend the crime rate and migration is related has been studied especially in the Western countries that have 

been accepting high numbers of immigrants since 1900’s. This topic that is unilaterally problematized in a 

minimalist way asking the question of “whether migration increases the crime rate?” continues to be discussed today 

as well; and it seems that it will continue so for a long time. There is no single and simple answer to the question of 

“how does migration affect crime?” but different responses to this question reveal different aspects of the issue.  

 

Besides, the biggest problem arising between Syrian immigrants and Turkey the hosting country is the rising tension 

according to Yazgan, Utku & Sirkeci. Activities should be done to reduce the tension between the hosting country 

and the immigrants (Yazgan, Utku & Sirkeci, 2015). 

 

On examining the effects of the migration wave reaching along with the crisis in Syria on the country via the mass 

media, it is found that differing evaluations have been made in relation to immigrants. In this context, while 

government policies as well as their consequences are directly mentioned in some media organisations, Syrian 

immigrants’ rights and lives are considered critically.    
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