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eLearning, as a tool to attain education, has seen prolific advancements
over the course of the last few years. Additionally, the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic has emphasized the importance of elLearning

Published: July 2020 even further. With nationwide lockdowns resulting in the closure of

schools in various countries, educational institutions have been forced
to conform to the paradigm of eLearning as a form of education. With
an aim to continue students’ education amid the crisis, the government
of India has announced the implementation of the Pradhan Mantri (PM)
eVidya Scheme, which offers a wide range of eLearning platforms for
students in India. This paper analyses the potential effectiveness of the
scheme in the country, primarily by studying the impact of the scheme
on Indian students who may not have access to technological resources
required to effectively engage in elLearning. The inability of such
disadvantaged students to engage in elLearning would influence the
overall success of the scheme in the country.
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Introduction:-

Definition of eLearning:

eLearning, also referred to as online learning or electronic learning, is the acquisition of knowledge through
electronic technologies. In other words, eLearning is “learning that is enabled electronically”. Although eLearning is
based on formalized learning, it aims to provide education through electronic mediums such as computers, tablets,
laptops, televisions, and cellular phones, among other devices. This method of learning also includes the use of the
internet, the development of multimedia such as images, videos, audios and graphics, and the use of digital resources
and systems to facilitate learning.

One application of elLearning is seen in physical classroom settings, where teachers use electronic devices, the
internet, and other digital technology to aid learning. Another application of eLearning is observed in distance
learning - a form of education which includes the physical separation of teachers and students during instruction and
the use of various electronic technologies to facilitate student-teacher and student-student communication. Hence,
while the adoption of eLearning can be based in or out of physical classrooms, the use of electronic devices, the
internet, or other digital resources is a major characteristic of eLearning.

eLearning is a method of learning that is widely being adopted today, and it has also been predicted that the revenue
made from eLearning globally will grow to $325 billion by the year 2025- almost triple the revenue made in 2015.
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eLearning in India:

Over the past few years, education in India has undergone rapid changes due to technological advancements and the
enhancement of web-based learning services, particularly elLearning platforms. The eLearning industry in the
country is a prolific one that is projected to be a $1.96 billion industry by 2021, and the user base of online
education is expected to augment to 9.5 million users in 2021 at a Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 44%.

The Indian Government is keen to introduce digital reforms that push for the growth of the eLearning industry. The
government has financed numerous Research and Development projects in the area of eLearning, and government
initiatives such as ‘Digital India’ have aided the implementation of various measures that aim to transform the nation
into a digitally empowered society and rapidly drive the rate of digital literacy.

India, however, is a country with acute social and economic disparities. The country has also been ranked 147th
among 157 countries in UK-based Oxfam International’s ‘Commitment to Reducing Inequality’ (CRI) Index, which
is based on the commitment of nations to reduce inequalities in their populations. Given the vast socio-economic
inequality in India, not all Indian students have the resources or the socio-economic abilities to reap the benefits that
eLearning provides. Such inequalities between Indian students concerning eLearning will be explored further in this
paper.

Rising Need for eLearning in India:

In December of 2019, there was a major outbreak of a respiratory disease in Wuhan, China. The virus causing the
disease was eventually detected to be a novel coronavirus. The disease caused by this virus is communicable in
nature and is known as COVID-19. In the forthcoming weeks, large sections of the population in various provinces
of China contracted this disease. By March 2020, the disease had also spread to different parts of the world, and on
the 11th of March, the World Health Organization (WHQ) declared the spread of COVID-19 a ‘worldwide
pandemic’. As of June 2020, the number of COVID-19 cases worldwide is at 10.7 million, and this number is only
expected to rise.

To contain the rapid spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, nationwide lockdowns were imposed by governments in
several countries. These lockdowns were imposed to enable physical distancing norms to prevent the spread of the
communicable disease. However, the structure of schooling and learning has significantly been affected by these
lockdowns. The lockdown has barred the way the traditional method of learning- that is, learning in a physical
classroom setting- takes place, since students are not able to attend school. However, with an aim to continue
students’ education while maintaining physical distancing, educational institutions have moved to an alternate form
of learning— eLearning.

The Indian government imposed a nationwide lockdown on the 24th of March 2020 to curb the spread of the
pandemic. Naturally, this resulted in the closure of schools across the nation. In fact, the impact of schools being
shut in numerous countries has led to 1.2 billion children in 186 countries out of their traditional classrooms. This is
72% of the world’s student population, out of which, India compromises over 320 million of these learners. To
continue students’ education amid a lockdown, a large proportion of public and private Indian educational
institutions and students have adopted elLearning methods. A 162% rise in eLearning course enrollments in India in
April over March 2020 has also been reported.

Overview of the PM eVidya Scheme:
In an effort to enhance eLearning in India amid COVID-19, India has launched the Pradhan Mantri (PM) eVidya
Scheme as part of the government’s fifth instalment of their 20 lakh crore COVID-19 package. The PM eVidya
Scheme has been launched with the objective of providing widespread eLearning platforms to continue students’
education during the national lockdown.

The government has launched various programs under the scheme. These include:

1. The use of Direct-to-Home (DTH) channels through the ‘SWAYAM PRABHA’ program for students without
access to the internet. It includes 32 DTH channels which transmit educational content 24/7 and cover higher
education content as well. DTH channels will also be used to provide educational content specifically for
classes 1 to 12

2. The use of community radio and podcasts - ‘CBSE SHIKSHA VANI’ -to reach the masses

3. AnIITPAL program to help students with IITJIEE and NEET examination preparation
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4. The Manodarpan initiative to ensure emotional wellbeing support to students and teachers, keeping in mind the
psychological effects of learning and teaching online

5. The creation of Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA) platform- the National Teacher
Platform- which aims to provide a “one nation, one digital platform” for school education in States and Union
Territories across the country. This platform contains e-content and QR coded energized textbook for all grades

6. The creation of special e-content for visually and hearing-impaired children. This includes study materials
developed on a Digitally Accessible Information System (DAISY) platform. The course content of the National
Institute of Open Schooling (N1OS) will also be recorded in sign language and published on the NIOS website
and a YouTube channel.

7. A ‘SWAYAM’ portal offering Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs)

8. Specially curated online courses provided by the top 100 universities of India

Significance of the Scheme:

Objectives and Implementation of the Scheme:

The primary goal of the PM eVidya scheme is to use eLearning as a tool to facilitate effective distance learning for
students across India amid the lockdown. Furthermore, the program has been implemented under the Atma Nirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan (self-reliant India) initiative, launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, which aims to make
India’s economy grow in a self-reliant manner.

The eVidya scheme has been implemented through a variety of digital mediums to achieve the goal of reaching out
to a vast majority of students. The government aims to deliver multi-mode access to educational content, develop
new e-content, earmark television classes with the help of Direct-To-Home (DTH) channels, and use the radio to
deliver podcasts, among other services. The government has also specified that the television sets, community radio
services, and podcasts will fulfil the objective of ensuring that even students who do not have access to the internet
attain the education they require.

In the words of Union Human Resource Development Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank, the PM eVidya scheme
aims to “expand e-learning by liberalizing [an] open, distance, and online education regulatory framework”.
Additionally, the government wishes to ensure that “education does not come to a standby under the current
situation”.

The Scheme and Disadvantaged Students:

The implementation of the PM eVidya scheme in India will significantly benefit various students in the country.
However, a major drawback of the scheme is that it ignores a large proportion of India’s students — the
‘disadvantaged students’.

The 1998 Education Act in the United Kingdom defines an educational ‘disadvantage’ as ‘the impediments to
education arising from social or economic disadvantage which prevent students from deriving appropriate benefit
from education’. This paper defines the word ‘impediments’ as the lack of access to adequate resources required for
effective eLearning.

Hereafter, this paper defines disadvantaged students as follows:

Disadvantaged students are those students who face an educational disadvantage due to their lack of access to the
resources necessary to effectively engage in elLearning. The aforementioned resources are primarily stable
electricity, internet connectivity, ownership of digital devices and equipment, and digital literacy. This paper will
discuss disadvantaged students in India who are currently studying in classes 1 to 12.

To ensure the successful execution of the eVidya scheme, stable access to electricity is crucial for powering the
digital equipment and internet connection required for eLearning. However, there are 304 million people who still
lack access to electricity in India. Mission Antyodaya, a nationwide survey of villages conducted by the Ministry of
Rural Development in 2017-18, also showed that 16% of India’s households receive one to eight hours of electricity
daily, 33% receive 9-12 hours, and only 47% receive more than 12 hours a day. Furthermore, a report by
Quacquarelli Symonds on Internet Usage in India shows that assured electric connectivity has not yet been
accomplished. Their survey depicts that among respondents who use home broadband, over 3% encounter cable
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cuts, 53% have poor connectivity and 32% experience signal issues. Lack of electricity in households is bound to act
as an obstacle for students who wish to avail the eLearning programs of the eVidya scheme.

When observing internet connectivity, India only has around 504 million active Internet users who are 5 years or
older. However, while this figure is high, the internet penetration in India is only 40%. This means that around 60%
of India’s population does not use the Internet. Another report has found that only 38% of school-going children
have access to the internet. The disuse of the internet by more than half of India’s population is a limitation for the
effectiveness of the PM eVidya scheme. This is because a myriad of programs under the scheme require access to
and the usage of the internet. Hence, while students with access to the internet will greatly benefit from provisions of
the scheme, more than half of India’s population misusing it will not gain the same benefits.

A third challenge faced by disadvantaged students is the lack of ownership of digital devices. Reports show that only
24% of Indians own a smartphone only 66% of Indian households own a television, only 11% of households possess
devices such as desktop computers, laptops, and tablets, and only 8% of all households with members aged 5-24
have both a computer and internet connection. Without laptops, smartphones, internet connections, or TVs with
DTH connections, many students will not be able to attain the education that this scheme offers. The difference can
be observed across states too, thereby affecting the overall success of the scheme in the country. For example, the
proportion of households that own a computer varies from 4.6% in Bihar to 25% in Delhi. In states like Punjab,
Uttarakhand and Haryana, more than 40% of households have access to the internet. Whereas, in the states of
Odisha, Assam, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh, the proportion is less than 20%.

Digital illiteracy is a fourth challenge faced by disadvantaged students. According to the Pradhan Mantri Gramin
Digital Saksharta Abhiyan (PMGDISHA) scheme, digital literacy is “the ability of individuals and communities to
understand and use digital technologies for meaningful actions within life situations.” However, it is estimated that
digital literacy is almost non-existent among more than 90% of India’s population. This is a significant issue for
disadvantaged students, who may wish to avail the benefits of eLearning but may not be able to do so due to the lack
of knowledge about the effective utilization of digital technologies.

Challenges Faced by Disadvantaged Students Under the Scheme:

Prevailing Digital Divide:

One of the biggest challenges posed to the effectiveness of the eVidya scheme is the digital divide in India. The
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) defines a Digital Divide as the gap between
individuals, households, businesses and geographic areas at different socio-economic levels with regard both to their
opportunities to access information and communication technologies (ICT) and to their use of the internet for a wide
variety of activities.

Hence, a digital divide occurs when some individuals of a group or country are able to gain access to ICT equipment
and the internet, while others are deprived of gaining access to such digital resources. India faces a significant digital
divide between its people due to their unequal access to digital resources including electricity, the internet, and
digital devices, as explored earlier in the paper.

To counter the digital divide, the eVidya scheme has attempted to take a multi-gadget approach, by imparting
education through a variety of technological devices, to increase the probability of students having a digital device
to gain education through the scheme. However, while a certain proportion of Indian students have access to some
devices, many do not have access to a single such device. Additionally, many disadvantaged students’ households
often have gadgets that are shared between the members of their families, resulting in students not having regular
access to digital devices for education. This is corroborated by Sunita Gupta, Principal of Air Force Bal Bharati
School, who- in a political debate about the scheme- has said, “Not only do people not have access to the internet
but there are problems of families not having enough gadgets, because many parents are working online”.

Another challenge is the lack of sufficient electricity in many Indian households, as studied earlier in the paper, that
could prevent disadvantaged students from being able to efficiently operate the digital devices they already possess.
A final impediment is the quality of digital devices that disadvantaged students have - students with poor quality or
malfunctioning digital devices may not be able to reap the benefits of the online education being imparted by the
eVidya scheme.
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The scheme has also attempted to provide free access to DTH channels for students who have limited internet
access. However, while some students may benefit from this provision, other disadvantaged students may not even
have a television set in their dwellings to access these free DTH channels being provided by the scheme. As stated
earlier, only 66% of Indian households own a television. Conversely, even if students do have a television set, they
may not have the electricity or the digital infrastructure in their households that are necessary.

Given the current situation of the rapid spread of COVID-19 in India, disadvantaged students may face even greater
challenges in trying to attain the digital resources they lack, with shops and digital service centers closed amid the
national lockdown. Additionally, the students of migrant families, upon arriving at their respective destinations, may
not be able to immediately avail the digital resources required to return to the fold of education. Finally, with
reduced incomes faced by households amid the pandemic, disadvantaged students may not be able to afford the
resources required for effective eLearning.

Hence, the adoption of the eVidya scheme in the country provides no concrete solution to the prevailing digital
divide in India. Instead, the adoption of the scheme amidst the grave digital divide will uplift students who have
access to digital resources, but it will leave disadvantaged students without proper means to access the education
that they require. This will strengthen the inequality between students who possess digital resources and students
who do not possess these resources.

Prevailing Digital Illiteracy:

While India asserts itself as one of the world’s largest growing economies, a recent report by the Digital
Empowerment Foundation indicates that 30% of India’s population lags on basic literacy and thrice that for digital
literacy.

There are various reasons for the low digital literacy rate in India, but one of the causes is the digital divide itself.
The term ‘digital divide’ is also closely related to a ‘knowledge divide’. This is because individuals’ lack of
exposure to technology automatically prevents them from learning more about the utilization of digital resources,
thereby causing a lack of digital literacy. Hence, exposure to digital devices is a salient factor for digital literacy.
However, there are also many disadvantaged students who may have proper exposure to physical technological
resources but may not have sufficient knowledge on how to effectively utilize these resources.

Additionally, there are no provisions or courses offered by the scheme that address the digital illiteracy of the
students. This problem of low digital literacy could act as a roadblock for disadvantaged students, who may attempt
to attain education through the PM eVidya scheme but may not have the knowledge on how to utilize digital
resources required for eLearning.

Legal Restrictions:
There are many legal restrictions imposed by states and Union Territories in India that may prevent disadvantaged
students from attaining the digital resources they require to avail the benefits of the eVidya scheme.

The governmental order in Jammu and Kashmir that restricts network connectivity to 2G instead of 4G is an
example of a legal restriction that bounds the holistic success and execution of the scheme. However, with the
continuation of blanket restriction on mobile internet speed to 2G for the Union Territory, the students who wish to
continue their education through this scheme may not be able to exclusively avail the resources and opportunities of
the scheme. 2G internet may not be as efficient as a 4G bandwidth for eLearning. This also comes in conjunction
with the awareness and understanding of the scheme, which may have not been shared to Jammu and Kashmir due
to this restriction.

Additionally, the Karnataka Government has implemented a law stating the discontinuation of online learning for
students of grades 1-5. Responding to opinions by child psychiatrists on children’s health, the regulation was
implemented for the reason of not wanting children of “tender ages” to be exposed to laptop screens for a substantial
amount of time. The decision, declared by State Education Minister S. Surech Kumar, will lead to a large percentage
of the scheme’s target audience being neglected and thus, contributes to the ineffectiveness of the scheme’s aims
and objectives.
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Potential Solutions and Recommendations:
This section of the paper will explore potential steps and solutions that the government can adopt in order to ensure
the holistic execution of the scheme:

Government Provision of Technological Resources:

The government should increase government spending on the provision of technological resources - including
technological devices, electricity, and internet connection- for disadvantaged students who lack access to it. Given
the high costs of digital devices, priority must be given to students who have absolutely no devices in their
households. The government must also attempt to increase access to electricity and internet dissemination and
connectivity for households in India.

Along with increasing funding for the production and provision of technological resources to disadvantaged
students, if the government enhances the workings of existing initiatives such as ‘Digital India’, ‘Bharatnet’,
‘Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyan (PMGDISHA)’, and ‘The Digital Infrastructure Saksharta
Abhiyan (DISHA)’, among others, government provision can be a potential solution to ensure that all students are
able to avail the benefits of the scheme. Increased government spending on the provision of technological resources
will also help increase the Aggregate Demand (AD) of India, which may help tackle the recession that India is
facing due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Role of NGOs and the Private Sector:

In order to provide free Direct-to-Home channel services for students under the eVidya scheme, the government of
India has tied up with private companies such as Airtel and Dish TV. The government has also tied up with online
learning platforms such as Toppr, upGrad and Goprep, which have contributed significantly to the programs of the
scheme by offering their technology and resources. Hence, the government can potentially tie up with other private
sector companies like these to facilitate the provision of technological resources to disadvantaged students. This can
be done through a ‘public-private partnership’ (PPP), which is defined by the government of India as “an
arrangement between a government/statutory entity/government-owned entity on one side and a private sector entity
on the other, for the provision of public assets and/or public services”.

Additionally, a UN report on the role of PPPs stated that “The goal of PPPs is to exploit synergies in the joint
innovative use of resources”. Hence, public private partnerships will enable the government of India to enhance their
existing resources and funds and attain new resources to ensure the efficient provision of technological resources to
disadvantaged students in India. This idea is further corroborated by Rustom Kerawalla, Chairman, Ampersand
Group & Founder Chairman, VIBGYOR Group of Schools, who has said, “...PPPs can be involved for
establishment, improvement or management of new or existing education infrastructure in the country.” This
provision of technological resources to disadvantaged students in India will ensure that they too are able to attain the
educational benefits of the PM eVidya Scheme.

Adoption of Other Mediums:

In order to further the scope of the eVidya scheme, the government can include services through Short Message
Services (SMS) or telephone call, which can be easily accessed by students, given that while only 24% Indians have
smartphones, 64% have mobile phones or landlines that enable them to send an SMS or make phone calls
respectively. Additionally, the eVidya scheme does provide Skype call facilities for students who wish to attain
further guidance or have any questions. However, since Skype calls require internet connectivity which many
students may not have, a telephone helpline can be set up for the same, thus enabling disadvantaged students without
sufficient internet connectivity to access the educational services being provided by the government.

Enhancing Digital Literacy:

There are many disadvantaged students in India who have access to technological resources but have poor
knowledge of how to utilise these resources. In order to enhance the digital literacy of these students, the
government can include sessions or platforms under the eVidya scheme that will educate students on the efficient
utilisation of technological resources. The government can also tie up with private eLearning companies to impart
digital skills to students and enhance digital literacy.
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Long-Term Implications
The following section of the paper studies long-term advantages and disadvantages that would arise for
disadvantaged students as a result of the execution of our proposed solutions.

Advantages:

Cost-Effectiveness of the Scheme:

eLearning, as a remote learning method, poses an advantage when considering the financial burden that families
may encounter when paying for education. The eVidya scheme conforms to this ideal and is hence cost effective.
eLearning, specifically during the pandemic, does not require learners to travel, and thus, the cost of travel is cut
down. Additionally, in a traditional classroom, it is likely for teachers to use hard copies of learning materials and
printed hand-outs. The costs of printing numerous copies for a class does not need to be borne through eLearning
programs, where learning resources are exhibited virtually. Finally, in a physical classroom, students would have to
refer to textbooks that need to be purchased. However, the online DIKSHA platform now provides access to the
same resources, free of cost.

The government also aims to provide free DTH channel services to students who wish to attain the benefits of the
eVidya scheme but cannot afford DTH services. This will greatly lift the financial burden off students.

Through the eVidya scheme, the government has offered 11T and NEET examination training for students, free of
cost. One would have to pay large sums of money to attain such education in a physical setting. In fact, a classroom
programme for a year at a well-known coaching institute for NEET preparation would cost approximately Rs 1-1.5
lakh per annum and additional expenses worth around Rs 2 lakh for accommodation and food if the student is not a
city dweller. Hence, the scheme will provide immense financial benefits to students who can attain the digital
resources to access the educational content.

DTH and Multi-Gadget Approach:

As studied earlier in the paper, under the eVidya scheme, television channels are being created for students of
classes 1 to 12 and free DTH services are being provided. Furthermore, extensive radio networks and podcasts are
also to be used to make learning accessible to all students. By the means of communication platforms that do not
require an internet connection, such as television and radio, the scheme does not limit itself to only those who have
access to the Internet. This will prove to be beneficial because access to a stable Internet connection is an obstacle
for many students in India.

This feature of the scheme is also a benefit since television and radio penetration in India is more than internet
penetration. Television remains the most accessible form of media in the country, followed by print and media. With
approximately 69.3 million active subscribers with DTH operators, the scheme certainly enhances the reach of this
new government initiative.

Hence, through the multi-gadget approach and provision of free DTH services the scheme can be accessed by a large
proportion of students across the country.

Upliftment of Students:

The eVidya scheme plays a key role in providing continuity in education for students during the lockdown. Access
to education will help students enhance their existing skills and develop the new skills, which in turn will provide
them with better jobs and higher incomes, raising their standard of living in the long run. In fact, according to data
collected by Eurostat, the average salary for those with a high level of education (at least one year of tertiary
education) was approximately 50% higher than those with a medium level of education (secondary/high-school).

Disadvantages:

Absence of Monitoring and Lack of Student Motivation:

To attain a good education, access to quality educational content for a student is imperative. However, the presence
of a teacher or a supervisor to monitor the process of learning for the student is equally important to ensure that the
student understands the educational content correctly. Monitoring by a supervisor is also necessary to keep the
student motivated, focused, and engaged at all times to ensure effective intake of knowledge by the student.
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During the current pandemic, concerns such as safety, job security, availability of food, and good health are being
given more importance than education. Therefore, many students may also face a significant lack of motivation to
study because of the minimal importance given to education in their households. However, if there was supervision
of students attaining education via the eVidya scheme, perhaps the students would be more focused on the
continuation of their education amidst their other concerns.

Due to the absence of monitoring, there is also no substantial information about students’ overall understanding of
the content being taught through the programs of the eVidya scheme. Additionally, since the students are not being
assessed or tested on the educational content, there is no way to know how well the students have understood or can
apply what they have learnt through the scheme. Conversely, in a classroom setting, assessing the level of students’
comprehension of what is being taught to them would have been possible through test results, students’ participation
in class, and students’ answering of questions asked by the teacher.

Varying Student Requirements:
All students have varying requirements that need to be fulfilled in order to ensure effective online learning for them.

Firstly, many students new to elLearning are accustomed to direct interaction with teachers, group settings and the
kinesthetic simulation of a school, which cannot be duplicated through eLearning platforms. This is especially the
case for disadvantaged students, who may be new to the environment of digital learning. The eVidya scheme,
however, does not take this into consideration, and the generic disposition of the scheme hinders students’ abilities
to effectively continue their education online.

Another aspect is the varying requirements of students from different curriculums across India. Each curriculum has
diverse subject options and learning requirements. However, the diversity of educational content offered by
curriculums in India has not been taken into consideration by the scheme. Hence, the standard educational content
provided by the scheme may not be effective for students coming from diverse curriculums with varying subject
requirements.

Additionally, each curriculum and school have different learning approaches, such as text-based learning, visual-
based learning, and video-based learning, among others. The dissimilar approaches to learning by different
curriculums and schools act as a hindrance to students’ understanding of the standardized dissemination of the
content provided under the eVidya scheme. A sudden shift from students’ traditional styles of learning can result in
confusion and lack of understanding. This could also reduce students’ levels of attention and willingness to focus.
Hence, the standardized dissemination of educational content under the eVidya scheme may not be effective when
considering the varying requirements of students.

Limitations:

Considering that the PM eVidya scheme was introduced only a month before this paper was written, this paper could
not include the impacts of the scheme on disadvantaged students in India based on official reports or data. However,
this paper has attempted to analyze the potential effects that this scheme could have on disadvantaged students in the
coming months based on pre-existing data.

Due to the global pandemic and nationwide lockdown, our research was limited to secondary sources. We could not
conduct in-depth interviews with stakeholders- especially our focus group of disadvantaged students from classes 1
to 12- in order to add more depth to our findings and support our research.

Moreover, many of the statistics in the paper are from reports published before 2020, and updated statistics taking
into account various changes that the country has witnessed till date are not available. Therefore, the data in the
paper may have certain limitations. Additionally, some of the statistics and data that we have included in this paper
may not have taken into account many of the informal settlements or dwellings that exist in India today. Hence, the
data in our paper may be under calculated.

Many of the statistics we have mentioned in this paper cater to households and not specifically to disadvantaged
students. We have made the assumption that households themselves would include students and hence these
statistics would apply to students. Additionally, we have made this assumption since over 63% of households in
India have one or more children below the age of 15.
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Conclusion:-

eLearning is a burgeoning industry that has found its wellspring during the COVID-19 pandemic. To conform to
physical distancing norms, educational institutions have turned to elLearning as means to continue students’
education amidst the crisis. The Indian government’s intervention is observed through its execution of the PM
eVidya scheme, which includes a plethora of eLearning modules for students pan India.

The scheme’s primary objective is the continuation of students’ education amid the COVID-19 crisis in India.
However, by studying the impacts of the scheme on disadvantaged students, this paper highlights how the scheme
does not make effective provisions for disadvantaged students who do not have the resources required to effectively
engage in eLearning. Hence, while students who have access to technological resources will reap the benefits of the
scheme and continue their education amid the pandemic, disadvantaged students will face a significant barrier in
their education. This will hinder the overall success of the scheme as well. Thus, this paper hopes to emphasize the
need to make certain reforms to the implementation of the scheme in order to ensure that every student in India is
willing and able to avail the scheme’s educational benefits and that the scheme’s success in India is paramount.

To enhance India’s development and counter the educational challenges posed by the pandemic, it is certain that we
need a paradigm shift in the manner in which the students can access eLearning. In a diverse country like India, it is
of paramount importance to identify the challenges and provide equal opportunities to ensure disadvantaged students
get the same education as students who don’t face any problems continuing their education.
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