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This research was to study the lived experiences of senior high school
learners from the division of the province of Tarlac in using Radio-
Based Instruction as a learning modality. It determined the lived

Published: March 2022 experiences of the informants through a hermeneutic phenomenological

approach. The qualitative information gathered was then categorized
through information coding. The research findings reveal that the
students experienced learning difficulties such as technical, individual,
institutional, and domestic difficulties in using the RBI as a learning
modality. The techniques and other learning methods that the students
used to overcome learning difficulties include the use of online
alternatives, improvement of technical skills, learner motivation,
interaction with co-learners and teachers, and change of learning
environment. This study also showed the learning advantages the
students experienced in using RBI namely comprehensibility and
clarity of instruction, intrapersonal motivation, learner-to-teacher
collaboration, convenience, and cost. Meanwhile, the students'
perceived limitations of RBI were found out to be academic skills,
learner motivation, time and support for studies, cost and access, and
technical problems. Finally, the study also revealed that the students
perceived RBI to have positive effects on their academic performance,
with all 15 participants agreeing that RBI positively impacted their
academic performances.
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Introduction:-

The global catastrophe brought by the COVID-19 pandemic caused devastating effects even in the biggest global
economies. Many countries worldwide faced recessions that are much larger than what economies faced in the 2008
financial crisis (World Bank Group, 2020). With all the existing COVID-19 related policies and restrictions,
continuing education was also put at risk. Few months into the outbreak in April 2020, the United Nations had
already recorded at least 94 percent of the total number of learners worldwide being affected by the pandemic. This
number represents over 1.58 billion learners from pre-primary up to higher education from 200 different countries
(UN, 2020). About 28 million learners in the Philippines were also not exempted from the learning difficulties that
the pandemic has brought (UNESCO as cited in Tria, 2020). More than a year into the outbreak of the pandemic in
the Philippines, the ease of the national policies is still indefinite. Thus, the leaders for both basic and higher
education worked on coming up with plans to sustain learning and education in the country even for what is now
called the "new normal" (Tria, 2020). The higher education sector, headed by the Commission on Higher Education,
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was allowed to have academic freedom, allowing them to implement e-learning, distance learning, and other
alternative modes that are convenient and available. Universities and other higher learning institutions were granted
the prerogative to implement their strategies and policies regarding the opening of their classes (CHED as cited in
Tria, 2020). On the other hand, the basic education sector under the Department of Education (DepEd) also ensured
that education and learning would continue, given that all processes still follow national policies and other health
protocols. The challenges and risks that the sector was facing were acknowledged by the department's secretary
herself, Secretary Leonor Briones.Hence, the creation of the department's Learning Continuity Plan (BE-LCP)
(Montemayor, 2020).

The BE-LCP is DepEd’s commitment to continuous learning and education with the safety and well-being of its
learners, teachers, and other personnel as the top priority. The BE-LCP was implemented in the adjusted school year
opening in August and October 2020. This device catered to at least 30 million learners, teachers, and other
personnel under the basic education sector (DepEd, 2020). The BE-LCP introduced four Learning Delivery
Modalities: a) Face-to-Face where both the learners and teachers are present in the classroom physically; b) Distance
Learning that occurs between the learner and teacher while geographically remote; c) Blended Learning which is a
combination of both face-to-face learning and any of the available distance learning modality types; and d)
Homeschooling which requires a relevantly trained parent, guardian, or tutor who can facilitate learning in a home-
based environment. Given the data collected by the authors of the BE-LCP and the epidemiological state of the
country, the department acknowledged that that distance learning modality will be the primary learning delivery
modality for the school year, as being back to the normal state remains uncertain.

Distance Learning is a mode of learning that has been existent for decades already. In their study, Dangle and
Sumaoang (2020) defined Distance Learning as "a learning delivery modality where learning takes place between
the teacher and the learners who are geographically remote from each other during instruction.”It is also defined by
the United States Distance Learning Association in 1998 (Roblyer& Edwards as cited in King et al., 2001) as “the
acquisition of knowledge and skills through mediated information and instruction, encompassing all technologies
and other forms of learning at a distance (p. 192).” Given these definitions, it is concluded that Distance Learning is
a learning delivery modality that uses any form of instructional materials, including various channels and
technologies, to conduct learning instruction between the teacher and the learners while physically apart. At present,
DL is already feasible using three types of instructions, as also already introduced in the DepEd BE-LCP: Modular
Distance Learning, Online Distance Learning, and TV/Radio Based more Instruction.

At present, DL is already feasible using three types of instructions, as also already introduced in the DepEd BE-
LCP: Modular Distance Learning, Online Distance Learning, and TV/Radio Based more Instruction. Positive regard
towards DL is evident in several previous studies done within and outside the Philippines. Some of the advantages
experienced and enjoyed by many DL learners from local and international institutions are as summarized in the
table below.

Study and Author Location Advantages

Mobo& Sabado (2019) Olongapo City Flexibility to time
Easy to study and answer online activities because of well-
designed and user-friendly interface

Francisco & Barcelona | Malolos, Bulacan Accessibility (easy to access and easy to use)

(2020) Time management (allows students to maximize time)
Promptness (trains students to follow schedules and deadlines)
Challenge (challenges both teachers and learners to improve)

Fidalgo et al. (2020) Portugal, Ukraine, | Management of class and study time (learners can adjust their
& UAE study and class schedules)

Time efficiency (reduce the time needed by choosing study
locations)

Individual pacing (students can learn and work at their own
pace)

Location (DL does not require traveling to school)

More options for courses or colleges

Chua et al. (2020) Cavite Convenience (professors find platforms like FB Messenger
convenient for learning)
Experience (students find e-Learning platforms enjoyable)
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Dangle &Sumaoang | La Union & Baguio | Individual pacing (learners can choose self-pacing for learning)
(2020) Variety and flexibility (for teachers and staff)
Adaptability (increased adaptability for instructional materials
to be used)

However, just like any other solution available, the use of DL as a new learning method also posed different
challenges.Diaz et al. identified three gaps that emerged in the sudden change of learning modality to online: a)
Access Gap, b) Use Gap, and ¢) Gap in Teacher Skills. Baticulon et. al. (2020) also conducted a study among 3,670
medical students across the country and categorized five barriers in the implementation and effectiveness of the
Online Learning Modality. These include technological, domestic, individual, community, and institutional barriers.
Furthermore, the disadvantages and barriers in implementing online learning in the Philippines were thoroughly
proven and discussed in a study by Marcial et al. (2020), citing barriers such as administrative/instructor issues,
social interactions, academic skills, technical skills, learner motivation, time and support for studies, cost and access
to the internet, and technical problems. Other disadvantages recorded in the use of this type of DL include time
pressure (Francisco and Barcelona, 2020), difficulty in staying motivated, lack of immediate feedback from
teachers/instructors, challenges in communicating with instructors and peers, and the absence of campus life
(Fidalgo et al., 2020). Modular Distance Learning also posed challenges that include the requirement for stronger
self-motivation and self-discipline among students and greater workload in increased preparation time and
administrative processes involved in tracking student performances among teachers and staff (Dangle &Sumaoang,
2020).

In the Learning Delivery Modalities included in the BE-LCP, radio was included as n learning channel under
Distance and Blended learning, which many educational institutions adopted.Various studies worldwide prove the
effectiveness and positive effects of Radio-Based Instructions.The Development Research Group of The World
Bank (2005) cited in their study that students from rural and hard-to-reach areas exposed to Radio-Based Instruction
programs tend to have achievements that are as high as those of students in the urban areas. It also mentioned the
results of the Guinea Fundamental Quality and Equity Levels (FQEL), citing Guinean students in rural classrooms
that optimized the FQEL's IRI programs scored as high as students in the urban areas on math achievement tests and
French language. Other studies also show improvements in the performance of out-of-school school-age children,
especially in language, reading, writing, and math (Goldstein and de De Jesus, 1995 as cited in The World Bank,
2005). In summary, IRI exposure can be associated with higher levels of academic achievement and performance
among students (Ho and Thukral, 2009 as cited in Olakulehin, 2016).

In this study, the proponents aim to determine the lived experiences of senior high school students in the province of
Tarlac in their use of RBI as a major learning delivery modality, as provided by the DepEd BE-LCP. The proponents
look into understanding the difficulties, benefits, and other learning experiences of the students who participated in
this study to provide a better understanding of the effects, advantages, and disadvantages of RBI as a learning
delivery modality, as perceived by students who were already exposed to its use.

Methodology:-

The researchers established this study on a qualitative research approach, primarily because this approach was found
to be useful and effective in analyzing and understanding the meaning that people give to their lived experiences
(Merriam as cited in Grundmeyer, 2012).

Research Design

This study followed a hermeneutic phenomenological research approach. This research method is deemed relevant
to the current study as it allows for a detailed and intensive analysis of the lived experiences of the students who
were exposed to Radio-Based Instruction. The phenomenological approach covers the discovery of knowledge on
the experiences of the participants based on their perspectives. Meanwhile, the hermeneutic approach to
phenomenology involves the interpretation and understanding of this knowledge and information (Neubauer,
Witkop &Varpio, 2019). Hence, the use of hermeneutic phenomenology for this study.

Phenomenology is a method that courses its roots back to philosophical disciplines (Aguirre & Jaramillo as cited in
Fuster, 2019) and many researchers utilize phenomenology to approach various qualitative studies (Neubauer,
Witkop &Varpio, 2019; Frechette et al., 2020).Shabazian (2015) defines hermeneutics as the "...understanding and
interpretation of linguistic and non-linguistic expressions." It provides the meaning of verbal and non-verbal
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behaviors, including cultures and systems according to Velez and Galeano (as cited in Fuster, 2019). Thus, it can be
therefore inferred that the Hermeneutic Phenomenological approach to research (Neubauer, Witkop &Varpio, 2019)
involves providing description and interpretation to the perceived lived experiences of the subjects of the study
(Fuster, 2019).

The researchers gathered information from selected Senior High School learners from schools in the Division of
Province of Tarlac using structured interviews through Google forms, where participants were given the freedom to
explicitly narrate their experiences. The researchers used the Hermeneutic Phenomenological approach to better
describe, understand, analyze, and interpret the contextual data collected.

Participants

The participants of the study were mainly Senior High Schools students from selected public schools in the Division
of the Province of Tarlac who already utilized. The researchers used maximum variation sampling to determine the
participants of this study. The researchers used this sampling technique mainly because it allows a wider range of
information on the experiences of different people and settings (Elmusharaf, 2016).

To determine the participants of the study, the researchers coordinated with various schools under the Division of
Province of Tarlac that already synthesized RBI into their learning system. Two public schools responded and
agreed to cooperate in the said study.There were 15 Senior High School students, 9 Grade 12 and 6 Grade 11, who
agreed to participate in the study.Among the participants, there were four from the Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math Strand, three from the General Academic Strand, four from the Accounting Business and
Management Strand, three from the Humanities and Social Sciences Strand, and one from the Technical-Vocational-
Livelihood Track. The ages of the participants ranged from 16 to 21 years old.

Data Collection Technique

Because of the restrictions that the local governments mandated concerning the COVID-19 pandemic response, the
interviews cannot be done in person. As also requested by the participating schools, to ensure the safety of their
students, the interview and data collection was only done via online and digital platforms.

First, the researchers sent request letters to the principals and supervisors of selected schools in the Division of
Province of Tarlac that offer RBI learning modalities. The schools that responded were La Paz National High
School and Gerona Western National High School.

Second, students were then contacted by the researchers via mobile and online platforms such as call, text, email,
and online chats. The researchers explained the context and purpose of the study to the students.15 students
responded and agreed to participate in the study.

Third, for the data gathering, the materials used by the researchers include a demographic profile questionnaire and
an interview question guide.The interviews were then conducted through online chat for the participants who had the
time to engage with the researchers. On the other hand, other participants were not able to take the time to have
actual conversations with the researchers and thus, chose to answer the questions in Google Sheets instead.

Data Analysis
All the data collected through the interview process were transcribed and then summarized. The researchers then
used data condensation to eliminate irrelevant information and to narrow down the responses of the participants.

The researcher categorized the qualitative data into themes that were established on the research questions. Overall,
six themes were created: Learning Experiences, Learning Difficulties, Techniques, and Learning Methods to
Overcome Learning Difficulties, Learning Advantages, Limitations of RBI, and Effect on Academic Performance.
The answers of the students to the interview questions were carefully analyzed and categorized under these
themes.To give a more precise analysis of the collected data, the researchers also developed codes or categories to
describe the answers of the participants in shorter words or phrases.

Scope and Limitations

This study only covered the lived experiences of Senior High School students at selected schools in the Division of
the Province of Tarlac who already have Radio-Based Instruction in their Blended Learning systems. It only covers
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students enrolled in grades 11 and 12. Furthermore, because not many schools already adapted Radio-Based
Instruction as part of their learning modalities, only a few schools were qualified to take part in the study. Among
the qualified schools, only two public schools accepted the invitation, and no one from the private schools. The
number of schools that cooperated was also a limitation as the researchers do not have the authority and the control
as to which schools would be willing to participate.

Although the researchers tried to reach a maximum variation in the participants, the limitation in the number of
advised participants was also an issue. Of the 15 participants, not all strands and tracks in the Senior High School
were covered. Almost all the participants came from the Academic Track, only one was from the Technical-
Vocational-Livelihood Track, and none from both the Arts and Design Track and Sports Track. This was also
because the participating schools were not offering some of the tracks.

Results And Discussions:-

The primary purpose of this study was to better understand the lived experiences of the Senior High School students
in using Radio-Based Information. The objectives include knowing the challenges the students face and the coping
methods they use to overcome these challenges. It also includes the advantages they perceive in using the learning
modality and the limitation of using it as a learning system. The students also shared the effects that the RBI had on
their academic performances in their perception. The researchers determined themes under these objectives.

Theme 1: Learning Difficulties

The first theme that emerged during the study was the learning difficulties encountered in using RBI. Although the
primary goal of the RBI implementation was to aid the learning continuity, the useful effects of this learning
modality cannot be absolute. There were still learning hurdles that challenged the students who utilized this learning
method. The researchers categorized the learning barriers that participating students mentioned using the
classifications mentioned by Baticulon et al. (2020). The identified learning difficulties include a) technological
difficulties, b) individual difficulties, c) institutional difficulties, andd) domestic difficulties.

Although radio is considered one of the simplest information and communication technologies (Olakulehin, 2016),
the signal, radio reception, or connection was a constant issue for most of the students. Among the 15 participants, 9
mentioned the challenges they encountered concerning technology. Technological difficulties include problems with
the radio reception, connectivity, lack of equipment needed, and lack of technical skills that are requisite to the
learning modality.

Participant 1 mentioned:
Sometimes, the radio reception is not stable... When the radio reception is not okay, there are parts of the lessons
that we miss.

Participants 3 and 4 also echoed these sentiments. In the interview, Participant 4 shared:
When the radio reception is not okay, it is difficult to understand the lessons.

During the interview, the students also mentioned that one of the alternatives that those who were having problems
with the radio reception was to attend the lectures through FB lives instead. However, the internet connection was
even much challenging for the students.

Participants 7, 8, and 9 all shared this challenge. Participant 8 remarked:
...many of us just watch the lessons from the FB live instead... However, even the internet connection also usually

acts up.

Furthermore, the technical barriers that involve the use of technical devices and their use were also a difficulty
mentioned by the participating students. According to Participant 6:

We don't have a radio at home...our internet connection at home is also unstable, so it’s still difficult to catch up on
the lessons.

Participant 11 also mentioned:
I think because of the blended learning, we had to learn more skills, like technical skills.

620



ISSN: 2320-5407 Int. J. Adv. Res. 10(03), 616-631

Baticulon et al. (2020) also identified the barriers under the Institutional Difficulties, involving the overall learning
system, including the utilization of learning materials, communication between the learners and educators, and other
optimization of other learning methods and techniques. Of the 15 students who participated in the interview, 8
revealed that they encountered challenges under this category.

Participant 6 shared:
I learn better when | see examples or practical applications for our lessons. When listening to lectures on the radio, it
is difficult for me to visualize the concepts and ideas.

Participant 7 mentioned he preferred seeing other communication factors like expressions:
I prefer listening or watching live via Facebook because it is where | see the presentations of the teachers... I can
even see their gestures or facial expressions which is helpful.

Three of the participants also mentioned that they had difficulties because of the limited interaction between the
teacher and the learners.Participant 7 also shared in the interview:

There is limited interaction between our teacher and us... We have teachers but we cannot communicate with them
properly, so it's still difficult.

Participant 12 also shared the difficulties she had:
We cannot communicate with the teacher right away... The students cannot ask for clarifications right away.

Participants 7 and 15 shared the same opinions regarding delayed responses:
| experienced having questions regarding our lessons that | sent to my teachers. However, these questions were
never answered.

The skills of the teachers in charge of the RBI were also a learning challenge as shared by the participants of this
study. Two students also revealed that the instructions and discussions that their teachers use in the RBI learning
modality were sometimes ambiguous and difficult to understand.Participant 10 shared:

There are topics that RBI cannot properly explain. Also, some instructions or activity directions are difficult to
understand.

Meanwhile, Participant 13 mentioned:
...You cannot ask for immediate help from your teacher all the time... listen carefully.

Internal or individual difficulties also affect the overall experience of the students who use the RBI as a learning
modality. As defined by Baticulon et al. (2020), these involve personal difficulties or issues such as study and
learning styles or habits and other physical and mental difficulties. In the interviews, study habits, particularly, time
management difficulties occurred to three participants. Participant 2 shared that waking up at the assigned time was
a challenge:

I do not wake up on time to listen to the discussions during the air of the instruction.

Participant 5 also mentioned his difficulty in managing his time:

The biggest challenge to me is time or time management.

Meanwhile, Participant 10 also mentioned a personal difficulty regarding managing his time and his study habits.
Participant 10 remarked:

Many parts of the lessons can be unclear for me even when | attend the discussions and participate in activities.
Sometimes | get left behind from the lessons.
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Another challenge wasthe unavoidable Domestic Difficulties that include the overall learning environment and
atmosphere (Baticulon et al., 2020). 2 of the 15 participants mentioned how their current learning environments
affect their overall learning experience. Participant 11;

Noisy surrounding...It's hard to focus with all the noise.
Participant 12 also rectified this issue in the learning environment:

There are many distracting chores or even background noises...Sometimes, it’s hard to understand lessons because
we are also at home.

Theme 2: Techniques and Learning Methods to Overcome Learning Difficulties

The second theme that emerged in the course of this study was the techniques and other learning methods that the
Senior High Schools used to overcome the learning difficulties and challenges that they encountered in using RBI as
a part of their learning system.Under this theme, five categories were identified: Use Online Alternatives,
Improvement of Technical Skills, Learner Motivation, Interaction with Co-learners and Teachers, and Change of
Learning Environment.

The Use of Online Alternatives in place of the limitations of the RBI was one of the methods that students used in
adjusting to the challenges of this learning modality. The students revealed that one of the easiest and most effective
resolutions was the utilization of online alternatives.Six of the 15 students shared that their primary alternative was
going online to watch the recorded videos of the lessons covered in the RBI session or searching for information that
would aid their self-study.Participant2 stated:

Whenever | miss the discussions, | just watch the replays posted on the Facebook page.

Participant 10 revealed to also do the same:
...just watch the recorded Facebook Live so that I do not get left behind in the discussions.

Because of her lack of resources, Participant 8 also mentioned just asking her neighbors to allow her to use their
internet connection for her to access online alternatives to help her:

Sometimes, | just ask our neighbors to let me connect to their Wi-Fi... to access some resources on the internet that
can help me to study the lessons that I missed on my own.

Furthermore, Participant 7 also mentioned that online alternatives help him in his modules:
We just rely on the internet to answer some questions regarding our lessons.There are things that we need to search
on the internet.

Improvement of Technical Skills also emerged under this them because although radio is one of the simplest forms
of information and communication technology device (Olakulehin, 2016), the students still believe that the use of
other technological devices such as gadgets and the internet were still inevitable, and the use of these require a
specific set of skills.

According to Participant 1:
I tried to learn more regarding technology and other gadgets.Maybe I can also attend seminars, so I won’t need help
every time something happens related to my devices.

Learner motivation was also one of the most prevailing issues or difficulties among the participants of this study.
However, since the participants also seem to be aware of this challenge, they also take the initiative to work on this
on an intrapersonal level.Participant 3 indicated that she would always change her study time to have lesser
distractions while studying:

I always go back to the lessons every night... the internet connection is much more stable... there are fewer
distractions around.
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Participant 15 also cited that he had to constantly remind him to improve his study habits:
I remind myself to always check and study the specific lessons even after listening to RBI discussions... We need to
work extra diligently...

Participant 5 also acknowledged that time management was both a challenge and a solution:
I think I just really need to manage my time for me to catch up with the lessons.

During the interview, the students also shared that one of their solutions to the challenges on communication was to
interact with Co-learners and Teachers as much as they can.Participant 6 mentioned that although it was difficult, he
still finds time to communicate with his teachers:

Although some teachers are difficult to contact, | still try to send them messages to ask my questions. There are parts
of the lesson that we cannot study alone.

On the other hand, Participants 9 and 10 both ask the help of their other classmates who were able to fully
understand their lessons. Participant 9 shared:

I just communicate with my classmates and ask them about the discussed topics or activities. Sometimes, | also
understand it better when it was explained by my classmate.

Participant 10 also emphasized the help of her classmates in dealing with the challenges:
My classmates always help me whenever | have questions or when I'm having a hard time with a specific topic

Another learning technique that the students shared was the Change of Learning Environment.Two students
explained that changing their learning environment can counter the challenges they have in optimizing the learning
modality. Participant 11 mentioned:

Look for a place that is both quiet and has a stable internet connection or radio reception.

Participant 14 shared the same technique:
You must look for a place where the internet connection and radio reception are stable.However, most of the time,
there isn't. I think it is something that we cannot control.

Theme 3: Learning Advantages

The Senior High School Students who participated in this study also mentioned the learning advantages they
perceived in the use of RBI.The coded Learning Advantages that emerged in the interviews include
Comprehensibility and Clarity of Instruction, Intrapersonal Motivation, Learner to Teacher Collaboration,
Convenience, and Cost.

The first learning advantage that the researcher repeatedly obtainedinterviews was the Comprehensibility and Clarity
of the Instructions. Seven students agreed that RBI was an effective modality as it delivers topics that help students
in their learning process.Participant 1 remarked:

Compared to when I'm only studying my modules alone, | understand the lessons better when I listen to discussions
using RBI.

Participant 2 also agreed:
I can easily cope with our lessons with the help of this.

Participant 6 also shared the same experience when asked about the benefits of using RBI:
It becomes easier for me to understand the modules that | receive for each subject.

Meanwhile, Participant 8 mentioned that the RBI discussions are easy to understand:
Lessons are easy to understand using the RBI...
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Furthermore, Participant 10 also elaborated that the lessons became easier because of the discussions delivered
through RBI, also helping them learn more. Participant 10 explained:

It becomes easier to do the tasks and activities that are given to us because of using the RBI.

Participant 13 further supported this, saying that RBI allowed for clearer instructions:
RBI helps make me understand the things that | should do for our activities and tasks. It helps in clarifying
instructions that are difficult to understand.

Intrapersonal Motivation was also seen to be another advantage to the use of RBI among the participating students.
Two of the participants mentioned that RBI would encourage them to be motivated personally to do their tasks
better.Participant 12 mentioned in her interview:

RBI encourages me to listen very carefully. Studying alone is boring...

Participant 15 agreed to this as well:
RBI discussions push me to read more so that | can focus on my academic performance.

Another learning advantage that the researchers identified was the potentiality of Learner Teacher collaboration.
According to the students, the RBI paved a way for better learner-to-teacher collaboration, even the Distance
Learning modality. According to Participant 2:

I can ask the teacher directly on the comment section of the posted FB Live discussion about the things that I didn’t
understand during the discussion.

Participant 7 also elaborated that learning became easier because of the facilitation of teachers:

RBI helped in making learning easier for me because | can communicate with the teachers who would always
explain our lessons and activities that we need to do.

Participant 11 also expressed how helpful it was to continuously communicate with her teachers:
Using the RBI, teachers can now communicate with us and teach us the lessons that we are struggling to understand.
It is a great help for us students.

According to Participant 14 as well, the activities were much clearer because of the involvement of teachers in the
discussions:

Now that we already have teachers who explain them to us, it is much easier and better.

The Senior High School students who were subjects of the study also mentioned the Convenience of the RBI
learning modality.Four students agreed that the convenience of the RBI learning modality was one of its learning
advantages. Participant 9 cited:

I like RBI because it helps me learn anywhere... even when I’m just at home.

Participant 14 also agreed in this learning advantage:

The use of RBI is very convenient. | think it is nice that learning continues even if I am home because of the help of
RBI.

Meanwhile, Participant 3 also included the Facebook Live versions of the RBI discussions:

It is nice because | can always go back to the lessons that we already had... I can just go back to the discussions for

clarifications.

One participating student also included the Cost to use RBI in the learning system as an advantage. According to
Participant 8:
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One learning advantage is that it’s free. Most of us already have radios or internet connections at home, so there is
no need for additional learning costs anymore.

Theme 4: Limitations of RBI

The fourth theme that the researchers determined in the studywas the perceived limitations of RBI.The researchers
based the categories under this theme on the works of Marcial et al. (2020) regarding the prevailing barriers that
both educators and students from various institutions all over the country perceive. The barriers or limitations that
prevailed in the interviews include Academic Skills, Learner Motivation, Time and Support for Studies, Cost and
Access, and Technical Problems.

The first category that emerged from the study was the requisite Academic Skills that are essential to RBI. Marcial
et al. (2020) defined Academic Skills as a barrier that involves “language, writing, reading, communication, typing
and confidence” that are fundamental to using the RBI learning modality. Participant 6 shared that he lacked the
basic skills for the learning system:

I don’t have enough knowledge or idea about the use of RBI... It’s really difficult for me to catch up sometimes.

Under the Learner Motivation category, Marcial et al. (2020) determined barriers that lie on interpersonal issues of
the learners. These barriers include learning habits, personal motivation, overall responsibility, and other intrinsic
factors. 2 of the 15 informants mentioned this category as a limitation to the use and overall success of RBI among
learners.Participant 5 remarked:

The advantages of RBI were only for those who choose to utilize and optimize it.

Participant 11 shared the same opinion:

For me, RBI has a positive impact overall... However, it is still up to us if we will use this for better academic
performance.

Time and Support for Studies is also a category that occurred to the majority of the participating students.7 out of 15
informants mentioned that issues involving time constraints and overall learning atmosphere were perceived to be
limitations of this learning modality. According to Participant 4:

...It’s difficult to find the time to listen to the discussions. We already have so much to do.

Participant 6 also mentioned that RBI affected how he managed to do all his school workload:

The only limitation for me is that RBI is very time-consuming. Sometimes, there are activities or assignments that |

already miss to do because of a lack of time.

Apart from the time needed to utilize RBI, Participant 9 also shared that RBI discussions were too brief that they
would not be able to cover most of the lessons needed for their modules:

...30 minutes of discussion using RBI does not cover all the lessons or topics that we need to cover to help us in
answering our modules... we will still be forced to learn the rest of the lessons on our own, which we still do even
without the RBI discussions.

Meanwhile, Participant 12 mentioned both time constraints and learning environment:
I think what limits me to use RBI properly is time and the noisy surroundings.

Participant 7also mentioned not having a working environment that is not conducive to learning:
It is really difficult to focus on studying at home, especially because of our location.
Cost and Access are other limitations that were determined during this study.The majority of the participating

students mentioned that cost and access were a perceived limitation for the effective and advantageous use of RBI.
Participant 4 cited:
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Some of us in the batch does not have some of the needed technology or devices... Learning modes like this are
dependent on technology.

Participant 9 also mentioned that the lack of resources was a limitation to the use of RBI:
I think the lack of resources (needed for RBI) is also a limitation.

Participant 11 also said in the interview:
For me, the limitation is the equipment needed.

Access to a stable internet connection was also mentioned.Participant 3 shared in the interview:
Wi-Fi connection is important to RBI also. It's not all the time that we can listen to the sessions on the radio

Participant 7 also mentioned internet connection as one of the limitations of RBI:
Internet connection is also a factor, | think. Not all of our focus on RBI alone.

It is the same opinion as with Participants 8 and 15. Meanwhile, 10 also included bad radio reception as a limitation:
According to her:

Maybe, it's the inability to access a good internet connection or radio reception.

The majority of the Senior High School students who participated in the study shared that in their perspective, one
of the biggest limitations of RBI was the Technical Problems or issues. Technical problems include issues such as
the lack of efficient and consistent platforms and technical assistance and skills.

According to Participant 1:
Sometimes, when the internet or the reception acts up, we don't know what else to do.

Participants 12 and 14 also mentioned this limitation in their interviews. Participant 14 said:
Sometimes, the signal or reception is fluctuating... if the signal is unstable, there will be a lot of parts that you will
be missing.

Meanwhile, Participant 2 also included power interruptions as a hindrance in using RBI:

Power interruptions are one of the hindrances. In our area, power interruptions or outages are rampant. Every time it
happens, we really cannot do anything anymore.

Theme 5: Perceived Effects on Academic Performances

The fifth theme that emerged in the course of this study was the perceived effects of RBI on the students’ academic
performances. This theme does not include any quantitative data on the actual effects of the learning modality on the
academic performance of the students, rather, the qualitative data only expresses the lived experiences of the
participants of this study.

All the 15 Senior High School students who participated in this study expressed that they perceived positive effects
to their academic performances after using the RBI learning modality, while one explained that there were both
positive and impacts brought about using RBI.

Participants 1, 2, and 12 all shared the same reason why they believed that RBI had a positive impact on their
academic performance. Participant 1 mentioned:

It’s always a positive impact because it helps me to easily understand the lesson.
Participant 2 also agreed:
It affects my academic performance positively because now, | can easily understand the lesson.

Participant 12 also had the same comment:
I can now easily understand the lessons compared to before, so | think, it has positive effects on my performance.
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The perceived positive effects of the RBI learning modality in the learning system were also rooted in the
involvement of teachers in the lesson discussions.Participant 3 commented:

Now that we already have teachers who discuss the topics, it has become easier. So, | think it only has a positive
impact on me.

Participant 11 also thought of the same reasons why RBI posed positive impacts to her studies:

It only has a positive impact because the teachers always do their best to share the knowledge that they have with
their students. | think learning is easier this way.

Meanwhile, Participant 7 explained that the perceived positive impacts were because of the overall experience in
using RBI. He remarked:

RBI has positive effects on my studies. Compared with the learning modality that we used to have... RBI is now
better because we already have teachers.

On the other hand, Participant 14 perceived positive effects because RBI offered clearer instructions to the learning
activities they had:

It has positive effects because through it, | can clearly and easily understand what we need to do in our tasks and
activities assigned to us.

Only Participant 9 also mentioned the negative effects of RBI on her academic 9 performance. In the interview,
Participant 9 said:

...It also has a lot of negative effects and one of those is that it can never cover everything that is in our module.
Most of the time, we still need to study on our own.

Conclusions:-
Based on the findings of the study, the lived experiences of Senior High School students in the Division of Province
of Tarlac in using RBI can be divided into five themes: 1) Learning Difficulties, 2) Techniques and Learning
Methods to Overcome Learning Difficulties, 3) Learning Advantages Experienced in Using RBI, 4) Perceived
Limitations of RBI

The learning difficulties of the participating students include technological difficulties like radio reception,
connectivity, lack of equipment, and lack of technical skills, institutional difficulties that covered the overall
learning system and including the utilization of learning materials, communication, and other learning methods and
techniques, individual difficulties that cover study habits and time management difficulties, and domestic difficulties
that refer to the overall learning environment.

The students also developed techniques and other learning methods to overcome the learning difficulties posed by
RBI. These include the use of online alternatives like FB videos and online references, improvement of technical
skills needed to optimize RBI, learner motivation as changing of study habits, interaction with co-learners and
teachers through sending of questions to teachers, and learning collaborations with co-learners, and change of
learning environment.

RBI also offered Learning Advantages to the students. The advantages that the students mentioned include
comprehensibility and clarity of instruction using RBI, intrapersonal motivation encouraged in using RBI, the
potentiality of leaner to teacher collaboration, convenience, and cost.

The students also identified some of their perceived limitations in using RBI. The identified limitations include
academic skills needed to effectively use RBI, learner motivation that covers learning habits and overall
responsibility, time and support for studies like time constraints and overall learning atmosphere, cost and access to
devices and other needed resources, and technical problems such as lack of efficient and consistent platforms,
technical assistance, and skills.
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Finally, the study also reveals that students who were already exposed to RBI as a learning modality perceived
positive results or effects in their academic performances.
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