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„Karma and Other Stories‟ by Rishi Reddi is a collection of short 

stories that explores the lives of Indian immigrants in the United States, 

particularly focusing on the experiences of women. Reddi's stories are 

rich with cultural nuances and provide a poignant look into the 

challenges and triumphs of these women as they navigate the 

complexities of their dual identities and the expectations placed upon 

them. In it women play a central role in the narrative, and their plight is 

a recurring theme throughout the collection. Reddi skillfully portrays 

the multifaceted struggles faced by these women as they grapple with 

issues of tradition, family, ambition, and cultural assimilation. Through 

various characters and their interconnected stories, Reddi paints a vivid 

picture of the unique challenges that women from Indian backgrounds 

often face. The analysis focuses on the social, cultural, and gender 

dynamics that shape the lives of women in the stories. Through an 

examination of key themes, character development, and narrative 

techniques, this article aims to shed light on the challenges faced by 

women in the context of Indian society. The article also discusses the 

author's intent in highlighting these issues and the impact of her work 

on raising awareness about women's rights. 
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Introduction:- 
Rishi Reddi's "Karma and Other Stories" is a collection of poignant narratives that delve into the lives of women in 

India, both in their homeland and as immigrants in the United States. The stories provide a nuanced portrayal of the 

challenges faced by women, exploring themes such as gender inequality, societal expectations, cultural traditions, 

and the struggle for personal freedom. 

 

Recurring Themes  

Gender Inequality and Societal Expectations: 

One of the central themes in Reddi's stories is the pervasive gender inequality that women face in Indian society. 

The stories depict the societal expectations placed on women, such as the pressure to conform to traditional gender 

roles, marry at a young age, and prioritize family over personal aspirations. The characters in the stories navigate 

these expectations while grappling with their own desires for independence and self-fulfillment. In the story “Justice 

Shiva Ram Murthy,” the protagonist, a female lawyer named Radha, faces discrimination and skepticism from her 

male colleagues. Despite her talent and dedication, she struggles to gain recognition and respect in a male-

dominated profession. “Karma” explores the societal pressure on women to conform to traditional gender roles. The 
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protagonist, Savitri, is expected to prioritize her husband's needs and sacrifice her own desires. She faces criticism 

and judgment when she chooses to pursue her own dreams and ambitions. In “Bangles,” the story revolves around 

the life of a young girl named Sarala, who is forced into an arranged marriage at a young age. The narrative 

highlights the lack of agency and control that women often experience in such situations, as they are expected to 

comply with societal norms and expectations.  

 

Cultural Traditions and Women's Agency: 

Reddi's stories also shed light on the impact of cultural traditions on women's lives. The author explores the tension 

between preserving cultural heritage and the limitations it imposes on women's agency. Through her characters, 

Reddi highlights the struggles faced by women who challenge societal norms and traditions, often facing backlash 

and ostracization. The stories provide a platform to examine the complexities of cultural identity and the choices 

women must make to assert their individuality. In the story “Justice Shiva Ram Murthy,” the protagonist, a young 

woman named Meena, challenges the traditional gender roles and expectations placed upon her. Despite facing 

resistance from her family and community, Meena pursues her dream of becoming a lawyer, asserting her agency 

and breaking free from societal constraints. “Karma" tells the story of Sarala, a young woman who is forced into an 

arranged marriage. Sarala's agency is tested as she navigates the complexities of her marital life and the expectations 

placed upon her as a wife. Through her resilience and determination, Sarala finds a way to assert her independence 

and make choices that align with her own desires.  

 

Struggle for Personal Freedom: 

The stories in "Karma and Other Stories" portray women who strive for personal freedom and self-determination. 

Whether it is breaking free from oppressive marriages, pursuing education and careers, or asserting their sexuality, 

the characters in Reddi's stories navigate the obstacles that hinder their path to liberation. The author skillfully 

captures the internal conflicts and external pressures faced by these women, offering a nuanced exploration of their 

journeys towards self-discovery. In the story "Justice Shiva Ram Murthy," the protagonist, Saroja, is a young 

woman who dreams of becoming a lawyer. However, she faces resistance from her conservative family, who believe 

that a woman's place is in the home. Saroja's struggle lies in challenging societal expectations and fighting for her 

right to pursue her passion. Another story, "Karma," follows the life of a young woman named Shailaja, who is 

forced into an arranged marriage. Shailaja's struggle revolves around her desire for independence and autonomy. 

She yearns to break free from the traditional roles imposed on her and find her own path in life.   

 

Narrative Techniques and Empathy: 

Reddi's narrative techniques play a crucial role in evoking empathy for the plight of women in her stories. Through 

vivid descriptions, nuanced characterizations, and authentic dialogue, the author brings the readers into the world of 

her characters, allowing them to experience their struggles firsthand. By humanizing her characters and presenting 

their stories with sensitivity, Reddi encourages readers to reflect on the broader issues of gender inequality and the 

need for societal change. Multiple Perspectives: Reddi uses multiple perspectives to provide a nuanced 

understanding of women's lives. In the story "Justice Shiva Ram Murthy," the narrative shifts between the 

perspectives of the protagonist, Saroja, and her husband, Ram Murthy. This technique allows readers to empathize 

with both characters and understand the challenges they face in their marriage. Flashbacks: Reddi employs 

flashbacks to delve into the past experiences of her female characters, shedding light on their motivations and 

struggles. In the story "Bangles," the protagonist, Shanti, reminisces about her childhood and the significance of her 

bangles. Through these flashbacks, readers gain a deeper understanding of Shanti's desires and the societal pressures 

she faces. Symbolism: Reddi uses symbolism to evoke empathy and highlight the themes of her stories. In "Justice 

Shiva Ram Murthy," the image of the broken bangle symbolizes the fractured relationship between Saroja and Ram 

Murthy. This symbol serves as a metaphor for the challenges faced by women in traditional marriages and the 

sacrifices they make. Character Development: Reddi creates well-rounded and relatable female characters, 

allowing readers to empathize with their experiences. In "Karma," the protagonist, Devi, is a young woman who 

struggles with her identity and the expectations placed upon her. Through Devi's journey of self-discovery, readers 

can empathize with her desire for independence and the conflicts she faces within her family.  Social Commentary: 

Reddi's stories often provide social commentary on gender roles and societal expectations. In "Justice Shiva Ram 

Murthy," the author explores the limitations placed on women within traditional Indian families. By highlighting the 

struggles faced by her female characters, Reddi encourages readers to empathize with the societal pressures and 

injustices they endure. 
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Impact and Awareness: 

The publication of "Karma and Other Stories" has had a significant impact on raising awareness about the 

challenges faced by women in Indian society. Reddi's work has sparked conversations about gender inequality, 

cultural traditions, and women's rights. By giving voice to the experiences of women, the author has contributed to 

the ongoing dialogue on gender equality and empowerment. The stories serve as a catalyst for change, inspiring 

readers to question societal norms and advocate for women's rights.  In the story "Karma," the protagonist, Shanti, is 

a young Indian woman who immigrates to the United States. She struggles to balance her traditional Indian values 

with the opportunities and challenges presented by her new environment. This story highlights the clash between 

cultural expectations and personal desires. "Justice Shiva Ram Murthy" tells the story of a female judge in India who 

faces discrimination and challenges in a male-dominated profession. The story explores the themes of gender 

inequality, the pursuit of justice, and the sacrifices women often make to challenge societal norms. "The Lemon 

Scent" follows the journey of a young woman named Meena, who rebels against her family's expectations and 

traditions. She chooses to wear a lemon-colored sari, which symbolizes her desire for independence and self-

expression. This story explores themes of individuality, self-discovery, and the tension between personal desires and 

societal expectations. "The Temple” focuses on the life of a temple singer named Lalitha, who is torn between her 

passion for music and her responsibilities as a wife and mother. This story delves into the challenges faced by 

women who strive to pursue their dreams while fulfilling societal roles. 

 

Conclusion:-  
Rishi Reddi's "Karma and Other Stories" provides a compelling exploration of the plight of women in Indian 

society. Through her nuanced storytelling, the author sheds light on the challenges faced by women, including 

gender inequality, societal expectations, cultural traditions, and the struggle for personal freedom. The publication of 

this collection has played a significant role in raising awareness about these issues and inspiring conversations about 

women's rights. Reddi's work serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of empathy, understanding, and 

advocacy in addressing the plight of women in society. Through her evocative storytelling, Reddi sheds light on the 

diverse experiences of these women, ultimately celebrating their resilience and the complexities of their identities in 

the context of the immigrant experience. 
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