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Introduction:-

Genderequality in educationis a crucial issue for socio-economicdevelopment and social justice in the Republic of
Guinea. Public educationpolicies are struggling to keeptheircommitments to mass schooling in the general and
technical system. The primaryschoolcompletion rate remainsverylow (54.1%) and genderdisparities are strong:
45.7% for girls and 62.7% for boys (PASEC, 2020). Overall, a deterministiclogicisatwork, especially for girls,
depending on theirfamily (socio-economic), cultural (earlymarriage, participation in householdchores) and
educationalcontext (verylowpossibility of social and professional projection in the education system). [4]

Despiteprogress in access to education for girls, disparitiespersist in theiracademic performance, particularly in
national exams. But national exams playa crucial role in assessing the skills and knowledge of
studentsatdifferenteducationallevels. Understanding trends in pass rates in these exams is important for assessing the
effectiveness of the education system, identifying areas whereimprovements are needed, and
informingeducationpolicies for decision-making. In Guinea, very few researchers have been interested in the success
of girls in the baccalaureate over the years. This studyaims to analyze the differentdisparities by examininghistorical
and recent trends in girls' success rates in national exams, as well as the socio-economic and cultural factorsthat
influence theiracademic performance. By betterunderstanding the challenges that girls face in
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theireducationaljourney and by identifyinglevers of action to promotegenderequality in education, thisstudyaims to
contribute to the development of more inclusive and equitableeducationalpolicies inGuinea.

Unlike the success of girls in the baccalaureate, the factorsinfluencing the academicsuccess of girls in general have

interestedseveralresearchers:

1. Ba, MariamaDjelo (2020), in herresearchwork on “EarlyMarriage in the Republic of Guinea”. Revealed certain
causes which influence the academicsuccess of girls which are: Distance fromsecondaryschools,
Forceddropping out of married girls, Lack of schooling or lateschooling, Influence of relatives and demands on
the eldestdaughter.

2. Annie Feyfant (2011, p. 2) reported, in a veryrich article, the effects of familyeducation on the
child'sacademicsuccess, based on severalworks.

3. Pierre-Yves Bernard, Christophe Michaut (2018) report that Hunt, (2008); Cemalcilar and Goéksen (2012) state
thatworkfocusingspecifically on schooldropouts in developing countries shows the effect of a combination of
economic and cultural factors on earlyschoolleaving of girls — assignment to domestictasks, cost high levels of
education, lower expectations of success, earlymarriage — these are all factors in girls dropping out of school, or
even no schooling [Hunt, 2008; Cemalcilar and Géksen, 2012]

4. According to Véronique Attias-Delattre (2023) dropping out and thendropping out of school are the subject of
numerousanalyzes. In Western countries, boys are more exposed to theserisksthan girls. Conversely, in sub-
SaharanAfrican countries, girls drop out of the school system more than boys. With regard to Guinea, citing
Sidibé et al, 2020), the authorinformsthat the differencesbetweenriskfactorsaccording to gender are
verylittlestudied. However, for girls, the schoolenvironmentdoes not seem to be a protective factor. For
example, the frequency of pregnancies in schools (8.2% of girls in middle and high school) is an indicator of the
sexual violence theysufferfromotherstudents (30.2%) (Sidibé et al 2020).

Historicalstudy of national examinationresults for girls in Guinea:

The data used in thisstudywerecollectedfrom the national archives of examinationresults, contained in the Secondary
Education StatisticalYearbooks and published by the National Institute of Statistics. To understand the trend in the
success rate of girls, wewereinterested in the success rate of girls in the threesectors for a period of 10 years (from
2010 -2015 and 2017-2020), takingintoaccount the absence of statisticsfrom 2016 in these archives, weexcluded the
year 2016 fromourstudy. Descriptive statisticalanalyzeswereused to examine temporal trends and profile variations
in success rates.

Identification of recent trends and possible genderdisparities:
To analyzerecent trends in national exam results, welookedat the success rates of girls at the baccalaureate by profile
from 2010 to 2015 and from 2017 to 2020.

Baccalaureatesuccess rate for girls by profile

Overall, the success rate of girls at the baccalaureateisfluctuating. The lowest rates wererecordedin 2011 (in the
experimental science and math science profiles) and the highest rate in 2013 (for social science) and in 2015 (math
science) see figure 1.

Whenanalyzing the figure, the experimental science profile is the sectorwhichrecorded the lowestsuccess rate
duringthesetenyears. On averagewe observe that girls performbetter in social sciences than in otherfields. This state
of affairsraises the issue of girls’ accessibility to technicalfields. With a social science baccalaureateitis impossible
to accesstechnicalsectors in Guinea. Table 1 summarizes the success rate of girls at the baccalaureatefrom 2010 to
2015 thenfrom 2017 to 2020.

Tablel:- Number of girls and boys admitted to the baccalaureatefrom 2010 to 2015 and from 2017 to 2020.

years | 2020 2019 2018 2017 | 2015 | 2014 | 2013 2012 2011 2010

Boys | 13842 |14621 |13184 |6356 | 7629 |8520 | 11766 | 13057 | 12427 | 9877

Girl 11402 | 5131 5206 1890 | 7210 | 6102 | 8300 6405 3007 4364

The Trend in the success rate of girls at the baccalaureate by profile from 2010 to 2015 and from 2017 to 2020
isshown in Figure 1.
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Tables 2:- Baccalaureatesuccess rate of girls by profile from 2010 to 2015 and from 2017 to 2020.

Years 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2017 2018 2019 2020
SS 31% 26% 37% 66% 40% 45% 32% 25% 29% 39%
SE 30% 9% 19% 40% 40% 40% 15% 26% 22% 46%
SM 30% 14% 34% 55% 60% 66% 21% 35% 26% 52%

Figure 1:- Baccalaureatesuccess rate of girls by profile from 2010 to 2015 and from 2017 to 2020.
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Disparitybetween girls and boys
Althoughprogress has been made atthislevel, the disparitybetween girls and boys persists. To seethis, Table 2
presents the number of girls and boys admitted to the baccalaureate in Guinea for the periodfrom 2010 to 2015 and

from 2017 to 2020.

The variation in the numbersadmitted to the baccalaureate by genderfrom 2010 to 2015 and from 2017 to 2020

isshown in Figure 2.

Figure 2:- Number of girls and boys admitted to the baccalaureatefrom 2010 to 2015 and from 2017 to 2020.
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Disparitybetween public and private in terms of baccalaureatesuccess rate
To understand the influence of the socio-economic situation of parents on the success of girls, weanalyzed the gap
between the success rates of girls in the public and privatesectorfrom 2017 to 2020. The gap betweenthesetwo rates

shows that the Girls whose parents canafford the tuitionfees of private establishments are more likely to succeed in

the baccalaureatethanothers.

Table 3 represents the baccalaureatesuccess rate in public and privateschoolsfrom 2017 to 2020 by gender..
Table 3:- The baccalaureatesuccess rate in public and privateschoolsfrom 2017 to 2020 by gender.

2017 2018 2019 2020

Girl Boys Girl Boys Girl Boys Girl Boys
Total 22,90% 35,20% 28,30% 33,80% 26,00% 31,40% 45,20% 51,30%
Audience 16,10% 32,20% 18,00% 25,50% 17,40% 24,40% 37,20% 46,80%
Private 33,21% 43,57% 36,16% 45,12% 32,36% 40,90% 50,99% 57,41%

We note that the success rates of girls in privateschools are higherthanthose of public schools and that the gap
between the twoisnarrowing over the years. Figure 3 illustratesthis situation.
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Figure 3:- Baccalaureatesuccess rate for girls from 2017 to 2020 for public and privateschools.

We note that the success rates of girls in privateschools are higherthanthose of public schools and that the gap
between the twoisnarrowing over the years.

Analysis of socio-economic and cultural factorsinfluencing girls’ performances:

A thoroughunderstanding of the socio-economic and cultural factorsthat influence girls' performance in national
examinations in Guineais essential for developing effective strategies to improvetheiracademicsuccess.
addressthesedifferentfactors  and

To improve girls' baccalaureatesuccess essential  to

promotegenderequality in education.

rates, itis

Accessibility to education:

The Gross Enrollment Rate (GER) gives us an idea of the accessibility to education in Guinea. The
statisticalyearbook of elementaryeducation for the 2004-2005 schoolyearinforms us that the gap between the
grossenrollment rate (GER) of girls and that of boys was 26 points in 1999-00; itgraduallydecreased to 10 points in
2004-05. This indicates a great effort to educate the young girl during the periodconsidered. Figure 4 shows us the
evolution of TBS from 1999-2000 to 2004-2005.
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Figure 4:- The evolution of TBS by genderfrom 1999-2000 to 2004-2005 (source StatisticalYearbook of

Elementary Education for the 2004-2005 schoolyear).
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Barrierssuch as lack of educational infrastructure, high costs of education and restrictive cultural normscanlimit
girls' access to education. This isremarkablethrough the gap between the tworates in rural areas and urban areas: 61
compared to 112% in 2004-05. Figure 5 shows us the evolution of GER by zone from 1999-2000 to 2004-2005.

Figure 5:- Evolution of GER by zone from 1999-2000 to 2004-2005 (source StatisticalYearbook of Elementary

Education for the 2004-2005 schoolyear).
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The statisticalyearbook of primaryeducation for 2019-2020 alsoinforms us thataccording to the RGPH4 of 2014, the
Gross Enroliment Rate (GER) amounts to 104.8% for the whole country compared to 95.5% among girls and 83.5%
in rural areas. Whichclearly shows that efforts at all levels are being made.

Schoolretention of girls
The grosscollegecompletion rate is an interestingindicator for understandingstudentretention in schools.
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The Secondary Education StatisticalYearbook for 2013-2014 and 2020-2021 gives us an idea of the
collegecompletionratesduring the periods of 2013-2014 and 2020-2021.

In 2013-2014, thiscompletion rate was 15.70% compared to 29.90% for boys. In 2020-2021 it rose to 32.60% for
girls compared to 45.70% for boys. Theseresults show us thatmany girls whopass the Brevet do not makeit to the
Baccalaureate. The main causes of thiswouldbeearlymarriage and unwantedpregnancy. This iswhythis rate
ismuchlower in rural areas: 8% for girls compared to 20.80% (in 2013-2014) and 11.10% for girls compared to
20.80% for boys (in 2020-2021). In these rural areas, the problems of lowquality of education, lack of family and
social support, poor perception of education and lack of additionallearningopportunitieswhichhinder girls'
academicsuccess are more accentuated. .

Quality of teaching and educational infrastructure:

Socio-economicfactorsalso impact the quality of teaching and educational infrastructure available to girls in Guinea.
Schools in rural areas are oftenlesswell-servedwithqualifiedteachers, adequateteachingmaterials, and
adequatesanitationfacilitiescompared to schools in urban areas. This state of affairsisappreciablethrough the gap
between the two rates (figure 5) the table belowpresenting the high schoolcompletion rate for sevenschoolyears.

Table 4:- Completion rate for sevenschoolyears.

2013-2014 | 2014-2015 | 2015-2016 | 2017-2018 | 2018-2019 | 2019-2020 | 2020-2021
Rural 1.80 2.90 4.50 2.80 3.50 3.90 3.30
Urban 12.30 29.80 42.60 9.60 9.70 41.10 42.20
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Figure 5:- High schoolcompletion rate in rural and urbanschools (2013 to 2020).
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Genderstereotypes and social expectations:

Genderstereotypes and social expectations exertasignificant influence on the academic performance of girls in
Guinea. Preconceived attitudes that girls are less capable than boys in specificsubjectslimittheir aspirations for
mathematics-basedmajors (see Figure 2).

Family and community support:

Family and community support plays a crucial role in the academicsuccess of girls in Guinea. Families and
communitiesthatactively encourage girls' education, providing a supportiveenvironment for learning, are
rewardedwith high success rates. This explains the gap between public and private (see figure 3).
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Conclusion and Outlook:-

This studyshowed a general trend of saw-toothdevelopments in success rates in mostfields of study over the
tentargetedyears. However, significant variations wereobservedbetween the social sciences stream and the others. A
disparitywasalsonotedbetween the success rate of girls and that of boys. To understandthisdisparity, weobserved the
schooling and completion rates of primary, middle and high school. It turned out that the schooling rate islower in
rural areas than in urban areas and that the gap between the twogendersfollows the same trend in favor of boys. The
gap between the success rates in public and privatewerealsoanalyzed to understand the influence of the socio-
economic situation of the parents on the rates.

Additionalresearchisneeded to deepenourunderstanding of the factorsunderlying variations in achievement rates and
to informeducationalpoliciesaimedatimprovingstudent performance in different areas of study.

References:-

[1] Sarah L (2023) « Les défis de 1’égalité des genres dans I’éducation en Afrique francophone», UNICAF
https://www.unicaf.org/fr/les-defis-de-1-egalite-des-genres-dans-I-education-en-afrique-francophone, page visitée le
10 février 2024

[2] Genre et Egalité des sexes en Guinée », PNUD https://www.undp.org/fr/guinea/genre-et-egalit%C3%A9-des-
sexes-en-guin%C3%A9e, page visitée le 10 février 2024

[3]Institut Nationale de la Statistique, https://www.stat-guinee.org/index.php/autres-publications-ssn/102-ministere-
de-I-education-nationale-et-de-I-alphabetisation, page visitée le 10 février 2024

[4] VéroniqueAttias-Delattre, «Le vécu des filles guinéennes au collége: sortir d’une logique déterministe », Revue
internationaled’éducation de Sévres, 93|2023, 44-50.

[5] InstitutNationale de la Statistique, https://www.stat-guinee.org/index.php/autres-publications-ssnsPauvreté,
enclavementetacces a I'écoleprimaire en milieu rural guinéen, Isabelle Droy, DansMondes en développement 2005/4
(no 132), pages 111 & 127

[6] Pourquoi les filles décrochent-elles? Pierre-Yves Bernard, Christophe Michaut, HAL Id:halshs-01728634
https://shs.hal.science/halshs-0172863, Submitted on12Mar2018

[7] Réussite scolaire des filles et des garcons et socialisation différentielle des sexes a 1’école, Nicole Mosconi,
Volume 11, numéro 1, 1998, Education et émancipation, URI : https:/id.erudit.org/iderudit/057964ar, DOI :
https://doi.org/10.7202/057964ar

[8] Fortin, L., Royer, E., Potvin, P., Marcotte, D., &Yergeau, E. (2004). La prediction du risque de decrochage
scolaire au secondaire : facteurs personnels, familiaux et scolaires [Prediction of risk for secondaryschool dropout:
Personal, family and schoolfactors]. Canadian Journal of BehaviouralScience / Revue canadienne des sciences du
comportement, 36(3), 219-231. https://doi.org/10.1037/h0087232

[9] Ba, MariamaDjelo, "Le Mariage Précoce en République de Guinée." Thesis, Georgia State University, 2020. doi:
https://doi.org/10.57709/20235312

[10] Mamadou Cellou Diallo, DjénabouBaldé, Revue de 1’Association Francophone Internationale de Recherche
Scientifique en Education www. la-recherche-en-education.org N. © 12 (2014), pp. 2-16 A quels facteurs les
étudiants guinéens de premiere année universitaire attribuent-ils leur réussite ?,

[11] Diaz Olvera, L., Plat, D. &Pochet, P. (2010). A I'écart de I'école ? Pauvreté, accessibilité et scolarisation &
Conakry. Revue Tiers Monde, 202, 167-183. https://doi.org/10.3917/rtm.202.0167.

276


https://www.stat-guinee.org/index.php/autres-publications-ssns
https://www.cairn.info/publications-de-Isabelle-Droy--7708.htm

